WATERFRONT SEATTLE PROGRAM: OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES
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Project .
Sub-projects
Elements

Overall

Alaskan Way Waterfront (bounded by Pike Street to
the North, South King Street to the South, the New
Alaskan Way road to the East and the new Seawall to
the West)

Eastern Urban Edge; sidewalk and
streetscape on the East side of the
new Alaskan Way

Western Waterfront; public realm on
the West side of the new Alaskan Way

Multi-Use Path

Railroad Way and Stadium Plaza

Pier 48 Fold

Park and Outdoor Amphitheater

Program Opportunities

Destination children’s play area or “playscape”. Similar to Zoo. Attracts families for a longer
stay as part of other activities. Makes downtown more attractive place to live.

Space for teenagers / potential for a teen-focused element would build on good access via
transit from across the city.

New forms of recreation: skateparks, climbing walls, etc are great, especially for “tough

areas” like Belltown bowtie.

Shops, restaurants with outdoor seating
Repurpose existing loading docks as seating
Flexible retail / restaurants as an interim use: kiosks, small retailing, food vending
Promenading

Biking/Blading

Places to sit and view

Upland habitat elements

Existing commercial pier Shops, restaurants
Retail kiosks

Interpretive elements

Public Art

Promenading
game-day activities - vending, Sounders Rally/Parade
Shops, restaurants

Access to waterfront parking

Passive park uses

Summer concerts and performances

Active recreation (Parks)

A working sculpture park (similar to Socrates sculpture park)
Active tie-up moorage for larger vessels

Farmer’s market

Maritime festivals / boat shows

Program Challenges

Too much passive park use. More activities should be integrated with the passive uses —
commerce, culture, recreation. Don’t shy away from commercial uses.

How will these spaces be used off-season when the weather is bad? Too much focus on good
weather!

More revenue-generating opportunities are needed.

Private ownership — how to spur investment?

Existing use is typically loading / utilities for existing buildings....some land use incentive may be
needed to encourage new investment

Narrow, linear space — all about movement.

Are there linear program ideas that can be connected — ie. history trail, public art walk?

How do consistent design elements (walkway, seating, lighting) support program?

Need to explore complimentary uses that activate space outside of event times.

Conflict with back-of-house uses for parking structure and vent building

This space isn’t currently on the beaten path. Need complimentary uses that activate space
outside of event times. Ideally it would have a permanent presence of some sort, at least

initially.
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5.a

5.b

5.c

6.a
6.b
6.c
6.d

Building Space underneath

Jackson Street Boat Landing

Jackson St Park

Pioneer Square Beach (between Yesler Way and S.

Jackson Street — portion from Yesler to
Washington in coordination with Seawall)
Colman Dock Fold

Retail gallery along the new Alaskan
Way

Rooftop park

Marion and Yesler Street Bridges

East-West Connectors

Columbia Street Improvements
New Marion Street Bridge
Seneca Street Improvements
Union Street Funicular

Colman Dock Landing

Commercial Pier Porch/Wrap; (privately-owned pier

aprons along the sides and at the ends of Piers 54,55,
56 and 57)

Aguarium Plaza (between the Southern edge of Pier
59 and the Southern edge of Pier 62/63)

Special event rental space

Racket sports

Arts center or similar year-round activity
Short-stay small craft moorage

Kayak rental

KC water taxi service

Passive recreation

Retail kiosks

Destination restaurant / retail with permanent use above

Small-scale concessions / temporary vending

Public rest rooms

Small-scale retail (flowers, coffee, news)

Public rest rooms

Information center (Sea Convention and Visitors Bureau)
Sunning, passive recreation

Skatepark

Basketball / Volleyball

Skeet shooting!

Signage or art interpreting maritime activity

Small-scale retail (flowers, coffee, news)

Small-scale retail (flowers, coffee, news)

Shopping, sitting, eating, viewing
Large-scale public art

Attractions (proposed Pier 57 skywheel)

Passive recreation

Shopping, sitting, eating, viewing

Need to explore uses that activate the space outside of event times

Needs to generate revenue to support security, restrooms and other public programs

Needs to preserve historic boat landing’s orientation to the water (can’t be land-locked)

This space is jammed at the southern edge of the Pier 48 site, adjacent to Terminal 46. Given
the extent and scale of other waterfront public spaces, what role will this play as something

separate from the Beach concept?

How will this be used when the weather is bad?

Needs to be connected directly to Ferry terminal — to access pedestrian traffic, potential as a
waiting area.

Need to explore how space is accessed and its visual and physical connection to retail level
Why not create double height retail spaces that punctures through to the sun lawn level?

This connection has the potential to draw ped traffic away from the street level at Colman Dock

Challenging to entice people onto the aprons unless a destination is visible from the street;
Piers have back-of-house needs that must be met on-site: loading and garbage, parking,
maritime access. These have traditionally been met on one side, leaving the other apron
available for public access.

Need better understanding of how linear recreation (biking/blading) interacts with slower

movement of shoppers, strollers in this congested pedestrian space.
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Amphitheater; room for temporary performances
Major public art — either permanent or rotating
Small-scale concessions / temporary vending

Public rest rooms

10 Aguarium Beach (between Piers 57 and 59) in Kayak rental and launch, paddle board launch
coordination with the Elliott Bay Seawall Team Float plane harbor
Tidepools
11 Overlook Fold
11.a Victor Steinbrueck Park connection
11.b Pike Place Market overlook retail Small-scale retail reflecting character of market
Elevator access to parking below
Greenhouses
11.c Elevated public space/park, ramps and | Urban agriculture demonstration
stairs
11.c Elevated public space at PC-1 site Market stalls
Children’s play area for Market Childcare
11.d Space underneath at PC-1 site Restaurant, parking, market-related uses such as cold storage
11.e Above-ground space wrapping senior Restaurant
housing north of Union Affordable housing
11.f Below-ground space east of Parking for Waterfront, PP Market
Elliott/Western Connector
11.g Below-ground space facing onto Restaurant / retail
Aquarium Plaza Aquarium expansion space
12 Pier 62/63 Thermal pools
Destination exploration/play area for children; potential link to Aquarium programming
Small-scale concessions / temporary vending
KC water taxi service
Public restrooms
13 Bluff Bowtie (the connection of the new Alaskan Way Linear recreation (cycling, running)

road to Elliot and Western Avenues, including adjacent  climbing walls/elements, skate park
sidewalks, bike paths, streetscape and surrounding

Urban forest
open space)

Housing on SW corner of Elliott and Western

14 Belltown Balcony (between Battery Street and Bell Passive recreation

Street and 1* Avenue and Western Avenue) including Restaurants, retail or Community center below

a community rooftop park with building space below Small-scale concessions / temporary vending in public space above.

15 The North End (0.5 mile promenade from the North Linear recreation (cycling, running)

Can tidepools in this location be self-sustaining? Do they require maintenance similar to

Sculpture Park beach?

Access, back of house needs. Is there enough retail space here to attract critical mass of

shoppers?

Need better understanding of purpose, dimensional requirements, stewardship responsibility

Access from Elliott/Western connector structure; vertical circulation

This use needs to offer an active face to underside of fold on Elliott and Western

Challenging area dominated by blank walls; not likely to flourish as an area for retail at least in

the near term.

Sight lines onto rooftop park from the street are challenging given the site and adjacent

development.

Very linear; little opportunity to affect waterside or upland uses.
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side of Pier 62/63 to the Olympic Sculpture Park) Strolling, viewing Large seasonal traffic volumes and loading needs associated with cruise ship terminal and

Kiosks / mobile food vending at E/W connection points Victoria Clipper.



