Seattle Transit Study, Stage 2

Stakeholder Comments Summary 

On April 24, 26 & 28, 2001, a total of 30 leaders of community, business and neighborhood organizations from the West Seattle to Downtown and Lake City  to Northgate to Ballard to Downtown corridors met to give preliminary comment to potential routes for Intermediate Capacity Transit options in their neighborhoods.  The technologies being studied are bus rapid transit, streetcar and elevated transit, like monorail.

Indicated after each comment is which corridor made the comment.  No indication means it came from the Lake City  to Northgate to Ballard to Downtown corridor meetings.

Overall comments about Seattle Transit Study

· How implements Neighborhood Plans? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Better define “ICT” (West Seattle-Downtown)
· Communicate need to not drive (like snow days). (West Seattle-Downtown)
· Get story in paper. (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Helping solve congestion across bridge but missing bike/ped connection, neighborhood vs commuter (West Seattle-Downtown)

· 1st goal is to improve transportation

· Who on Council supporting this?

· Where is Metro on this?  Who will be operating this?  ETC seems most viable.

· Not enough public outreach, especially in the North

· Get people out of their cars – need better option than what is being shown.

· Feed system key – better local transit system – not a fan of circulars
Need to advocate for better in-city service not just for suburbanites; riders in-city pay more for each ride vs suburbanites

· Fare collection currently confusing and not consistent

· By speeding up transit, suburbanites can park and get on transit

· In Sydney, elevated has park&rides at stations; bus lanes have different pavement

· Parking structure with movie theater, cleaners, daycare (have enough retail income)

· Viaduct loss issue

· Is this transit system going to work well enough that people will drive to it?  More realistic to make improvements to bus.

· Bus in U-district, almost always on time – U-pass great deal.

· Buses in U-district are not on time.

· Safety not issue on bus – has improved.

· Can't ignore auto

· Funding? – we are at mercy of County (Metro), State and any anti-tax initiatives.

· Pull transit system out of Metro?

· Regional, ICT, and local transit should not all be along same corridor i.e. high speed down I-5, stay slow in neighborhoods – should be big pattern

· Local control good for City potentially

· Consider Transit-oriented Development

· Consider Metro circular routes

· Metro works but needs improvement.

· Must be easy for pedestrians to get on/off, get home

· Small, feeder low capacity important too.

· Conflicting street uses – i.e. tracks of street cars.

· Like cut and cover.  Efficient way to install transit and not conflict with surface travel.

· Need to coordinate with other large public/private projects.  E.g. Waterfront streetcar extension study.

· Some streets that may look viable for transit are bike routes – don’t take away bike lanes/routes.  Consider adding bike lanes along ICT routes.

· If you build elevated or any high speed system development/density will increase.

· Flexibility of service is important.  Cant necessarily predict what conditions will be 20 years out.  This means using buses to be able to respond to future changes.

· Transfers between systems will make key transit ride longer.  Need to consider trade-off between faster service and losing local transit access

· Full Council briefing

· Theater district advisory group recommendations.

· Invest in more buses and frequent service and express services between downtown and neighborhood, and cross-town.  Idea is to attract more transit riders by providing more convenient and faster service.

Impacts of routing or technology presented

· Parallel parking important buffer for pedestrians – effects vitality of businesses (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Impact on business district is deadly – parking is key for businesses.  Even with Elevated – shadows and noise aren't conducive to shopping environment.  Shoppers at street level ideal. (West Seattle-Downtown)

· SPO left out all of W. Seattle except for Junction in parking comprehensive study . (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Parking doesn’t have to be in business district . (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Stops of transit so people can walk versus drive to transit – no need for park and ride . (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Dedicated bus lanes impact local businesses – consider separate road so on-street parking is conserved – leave auto-oriented corridors (i.e. Aurora) intact

· Want bike lanes – conflict with bus-only (West Seattle-Downtown)

What to Study

· Study impacts on safety – real and perceived
 - Also parking and economic impacts
 - Zoning/land use impacts outside urban centers
 - Using Ballard bridge – how does that effect bridge opening and closing? (Lake City-Downtown)

· Ridership model – commuter versus other trips and impacts – potential destinations i.e. Alki, ferry (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Model based on weekday doesn’t cover everything (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Is this 2030 build out of these modes or is there minimal route? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Consider impacts to businesses – we’re going to lose business and jobs (West Seattle-Downtown)

· What is ridership model between urban centers? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Review of parking requirements long-term (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Redo parking studies because ridership/ownership has changed.  What are ratios? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Look at zoning capacity (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Study economic impacts i.e. taking parking away from businesses – more detailed than normal EIS process

· Important to study other options beyond Sound Transit – not serving all of Seattle

· 15th versus 24th want to see comparison of ridership.

· Survey businesses and residents for attitudes towards elevated.

· Need to have an idea of travel times along routes to see if they’re really beneficial to transit riders.

Routing Considerations

· Why left out Admiral/Alki? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Transit hub west of Bridge re:  West Seattle Transit Initiative (West Seattle-Downtown)

· 1st monorail vote – go down 35th – why move over to California?  Why go to Fauntleroy?
     Going down Fautleroy is a waste of money – wont take cars off the road? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Trying to get rid of ferry – don’t lay tracks there (West Seattle-Downtown)

· SeaTran ripping up California (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Elevated transit down California doesn’t make sense – street car fits character. (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Is there enough land for park and ride? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Junction – longer parking than three hours – demand for Park and Ride – van pool riders taking up parking – consider Park and Ride option (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Morgan Junction – no parking for transit options (West Seattle-Downtown)
     --  No space for transit station?

       --  Substation becoming park

       --  Park closes Morgan street – right hand turn

· 1 lane taken up of California better than 2 lanes (for transit). (West Seattle-Downtown)

· When does ICT turn into local transit? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Morgan – pedestrian friendly, bike trails all the way to Admiral. (West Seattle-Downtown)

· What are destinations downtown?   I.e. 1st Ave vs 4th Ave. (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Of those going downtown Spokane St. – how many going downtown vs South and East? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Lacking – connection to East side (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Police precinct access at Morgan conflict police going up California (West Seattle-Downtown)

· 35thas option?  High Point area neglected (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Route through Morgan Junction – small neighborhood – not planning for increased density (West Seattle-Downtown)

· 35th will have new library (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Central issue – Dense neighborhoods vs Junction as connection point (West Seattle-Downtown)

· 35th wider, on ridge with views off street (West Seattle-Downtown)

· How do you move people around W. Seattle vs. across bridge?  Two separate issues (West Seattle-Downtown)

· ICT to Junction with feeder system to neighborhoods. (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Unique to W. Seattle – commitment to neighborhood (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Delridge Community served by transit center on West side of ridge (West Seattle-Downtown)

· W Seattle creates own business centers – no need to go downtown (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Issue to serve White Center b/c county? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· 35th – more people live (West Seattle-Downtown)

· California – dense too (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Where do we start? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· How would SSCC benefit? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Give public understanding of criteria of selection of route (West Seattle-Downtown)

· 15th Ave – use of Ballard bridge impacts maritime traffic

· Underpass (I-5) would have community support

· Greenwood to 15th – Lake City to cut up to 35th (by Fred Meyer)
35th – Sand Pt. Way, Montlake Bridge – 23rd to Downtown

· Need East/West connection

· Crossing 100th at Aurora not good option
Northgate – Meridian to 92nd better

· Impressed with how much comes/goes to Northgate station

· 15th Ave – should be livable st so ICT could make it uncomfortable for pedestrians – maybe making street wider or enlarge planting strip.

· Build off of I-5 spine/or Aurora/ or water front

· Fremont would be good street to use

· Serving NW Hospital? (Lake City-Downtown)

· Metro looking at service reallocation? (Lake City-Downtown)

· Concern with Mercer St. – Mercer Pl.Route – only two lane st. – alternative Route – use Thomas – would also pick up businesses St. not used as much – bring right into neighborhood (Lake City-Downtown)

· Leary might be better place to put station (for elevated)

· S. Lake Union, Denny Triangle aren’t served – this is where growth is and transit service isn’t good – go right down to S Lake Union Park

· Why not look at way less traveled i.e. 8th NEW

· Likes serving E side of Queen Anne – under used and would have great views with elevated

· Likes alternative routes to N. Seattle CC

· No consideration of Nickerson – use instead of Leary

· Lots of development along 15th Ave W.  Need to keep in mind.

· Uptown area:  Uptown has an interesting relationship with Seattle Center.  Need stops/stations on both sides of S. Center

· Like considerations of access across I-5 between NSCC and Northgate Transit Center.  Huge student population to serve.

· Like using Transit hub on Market as transit center.  Also like using 24th as corridor.  Be careful of eliminating parking in Ballard core
Density is developing in historic Ballard center, not along 15th Ave NW

· Like seeing something serving downtown Ballard, but 15th is also getting development.  Whittier Heights would prefer using 15th in this area.

· Merchants (Aurora) don’t want any parking removal.  Like what we’ve got – don’t change

· Parking supports merchants along Aurora.  Same for 15th between 65th and 86th.

· Ballard Industrial interests want two travel lanes on 15th
· Cannot justify having transit facilities along Holman Rd – 15th especially during midday/evening.

· If you had a hub in Ballard (terminus) may help in bringing people to area, thus helping the businesses.  Additional development may accrue.

· E-W transit corridor through Northgate is currently “bleak”.  Just improving this segment would be desirable, even if remainder of route not improvement.

· Northgate is not necessity best place for transfers to downtown service.

· When are we going to look at E-W improvements along 45th/50th street corridor?  Also through Greenlake area?

· Consider terminating line at Ballard or north of Fremont

· Remove commercial rail dot in Ballard on map

· Stay off Mercer St. and Mercer PL

Technology Comments

· BRT – deterioration of pedestrian environment issue.  Could they not take up whole lane? (Lake City-Downtown)

· Streetcar not better than buses – not as flexible – tracks not safe for bikes (Lake City-Downtown)

· Elevated – get creative of where you go (not on main streets) i.e. to parks

· If using street cars, including parking, traffic lane and bike lanes if possible.

· Distance between stations for elevated may result in not serving local neighborhood.

· Street car option good for Alki – they need decent service (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Potential for options (transit) be combined? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Too much capitol expense for all except BRT – so that will be “choice” (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Have technology not go as far and have feeder routes to it. (West Seattle-Downtown)

· ETC has mandate – voters will vote – how does this impact study? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Frequency of Monorail?  Ridership? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· 10 min. headway of Monorail fine. (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Could function well with feeder and results in having Neighborhood Plans’ Visions realized. (West Seattle-Downtown)

· How much bus competition will there be? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Differences in flexability for non-commute trips (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Cross-section on California – throw out bus only lane (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Bus-only lane could become general capacity lane and you lose benefits plus loss left-turn lane/parking (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Bike possible with options? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Street cars to Junction – sentimental (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Development potential in Junction will be affected by elevated. (West Seattle-Downtown)

· How will monorail take right hand turns and how get down Morgan (too steep)? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· What do riders do if monorail stops? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· What is mitigation plan for impacted views? (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Monorail should concentrate on getting over bridge to Junction – not get affected by neighborhood impacts (West Seattle-Downtown)

· Why streetcar better?  Why consider them?  150 year old system

· Doesn’t want buses – we have enough

· Why streetcar not at curb (like bus)?

· One transit lane – single track for streetcar.

· Consider bus lane next to sidewalk between it and planting strip.

· Elevated causes the least impact and allow freight mobility to continue – goes to major neighborhood centers – ridership would be high

· Impact on streetcar in Portland on property there – delayed by two years.

· Routing separate?  Than technology – faster than driving?  How long will it take?  Stops/stations? Headway?

· Buses can run faster than they currently do.

· How fast will it be is key question.

· Buses and streetcars still get stuck in gridlock.

· At grade on Lake City Way or Northgate Way D.O.A. – elevated has promise.

· North District – elevated most viable

· Takes too long to get on Metro buses – too many stops

· Routing from Greenwood prespective – elevated (and maybe streetcar) should go to Greenwood core (vs. Holman rd) – BRT doesn’t make sense – would lose on rapidity

· I-5 dense designation – HOV lanes for Monorail
East/West
Economic issues

· These methodologies aren't going to work

· Elevated will move people plus tourist attraction

· I-5 corridor – monorail will show people in their cars that transit is faster – butwont get people around Seattle.

· Bus still need East/West connection

· Cost issues with elevated

· Will add gridlock if keep at surface – idling wastes energy

