Parking Stories: March 22 – 28, 2013



March 28, 2013
Would You Be Interested In a Georgetown-Only Parking Permit?
As DDOT considers making changes to the way street parking is managed in Georgetown, one idea that gets batted around a lot is to create a new residential parking zone just for Georgetown. The idea would be to replace our current Zone 2 stickers with a Zone 2E sticker (covering all of ANC 2E, including Burleith). No longer would people from the rest of Ward 2 be able to park all day in Georgetown. 

March 28, 2013
Help Fix the Parking Problem in Poncey-Highland 
It's no secret that parking in the Poncey-Highland area can be frustrating. Like many Intown Atlanta communities, there just don't seem to be enough spaces, or not enough spaces close enough to the place you're visiting. The Poncey-Highland Neighborhood Association wants to help find a solution, and you can help. Here's a release that the neighborhood association has shared with the community.

March 28, 2013
San Diego City Council to take up RV parking issue in beach communities
The San Diego City Council will soon decide if recreational vehicles, or RVs, will be prohibited from overnight parking in beach communities who have complained the parking problem has become a quality of life issue. 
Lifelong Pacific Beach resident Micaela Ponte said she and others suspect the RVs are occupied by the homeless. 
"They put their welcome mat on the street and have little barbecues sometimes," said Ponte. 

March 28, 2013
City moves toward layoffs after judge blocks parking plan
Judge Robert Winkler announced his decision on Thursday, saying the city's residents had a right to vote on the plan. Cincinnati City Council had passed the proposal to lease the city's garages, lots and meters as an emergency measure, which precluded it from being subject to a referendum. In his decision, Winkler noted that Cincinnati's charter allows all ordinances to be subject to referendum, but then uses state law to exempt emergency ordinances.

March 27, 2013
Parking Madness: Cleveland vs. Spokane 
Another day, another parking atrocity. Eight cities have already faced off in Parking Madness, where we attempt to find the worst parking crater in an American downtown. Milwaukee, Tulsa, Dallas and Louisville emerged victorious in the first half of the first round. But there’s still a good number of cities with parking wastelands yet to be sufficiently ridiculed. On the agenda today, two formidable contenders: Cleveland, Ohio vs. Spokane, Washington.

March 27, 2013
Parking rates begin to stabilize as the SFpark program approaches two-year milestone
It has been nearly two years since San Francisco first launched the SFpark program to study how a parking crunch could be alleviated without increasing the supply of parking spaces. In that time, SFpark has attracted the attention of transportation professionals and geeks in the Bay Area and beyond, who are following along with interest as Donald Shoup’s theories are put to the test in a major city with a notorious parking availability problem.  




March 27, 2013
Elizabeth plans parking meter replacements
Elizabeth officials are looking to upgrade their business district parking meters with more state-of-the-art devices from Pittsburgh. The Pittsburgh Parking Authority board approved spending $4.5 million to buy 340 electronic multi-space parking meters last week as part of the process of replacing 3,000 outdated single-space meters. The parking pay stations accept credit cards in addition to quarters. 

March 27, 2013
Alderman wants Uptown parking lots free for some
A Common Council committee chairman says he would support paid parking at two Uptown lots, but only for non-Kingston residents and those who aren’t up-to-date on their tax bills. Alderman Bill Carey, D-Ward 5, who chairs the council’s Public Safety/General Government Committee, said Kingston residents and those who have paid their taxes should get free parking.

March 27, 2013
Duluth to test new parking meters
People parking in downtown Duluth will see some new technology this summer. About 40 new meters that allow motorists to pay for parking via credit card, debit card or coin should be installed by June, allowing for a two- to three-month free trial period. Duluth Parking Manager Matthew Kennedy said he’s in the final stages of hashing out agreements with a couple of prospective vendors.

March 27, 2013
'Bremerton Shuffle' ties up downtown parking 
In many places, moving your car just a few spots when your free parking runs out is fine. But in nearby Bremerton, that's not allowed. City leaders are trying to cut down on what they call the "Bremerton Shuffle" by handing out tickets, increasing fines and changing the parking codes. "This has been a chronic problem for years," said City Attorney Roger Lubovich.

March 27, 2013
How Car Parking Can Make Earthquakes More Dangerous in San Francisco 
The threat of earthquakes that could destroy the homes of thousands at any moment has always loomed over San Francisco. In a bid to to reduce that risk, the Board of Supervisors is expected next week to mandate seismic retrofits for nearly 3,000 wood-frame “soft-story” buildings with five housing units or more that are potentially in danger of collapse. But what may be overlooked in the discussion about earthquake safety is how it ties in with city parking policy: 

March 27, 2013
Parking Madness: Atlanta vs Denver
In the race to the bottom that is Parking Madness, Streetsblog’s Sweet 16-style tournament of terrible downtown parking craters, 10 cities have faced off so far. But there are more, so many more awful parking wastelands in otherwise proud American cities. In this post, the match up is Atlanta versus Denver. Remember to cast your votes at the bottom. Let’s start with Atlanta.

March 27, 2013
Parking Ticket of the Day: The One Rep. Louie Gohmert Isn't Paying
Politicians: they're just like us. They get parking tickets; they get real mad. When Representative Louie Gohmert (R-TX) received a ticket earlier this month for parking his car in a National Park Service spot outside the Lincoln Memorial, he was incensed. Politico reports  that officers described him as "rude and irate" and as "ranting." 
But here's where the congressman and the common man part ways. Rep. Gohmert slipped his business card, and the ticket, under the window of a police car with a note.



March 27, 2013
Walnut Creek: Downtown parking demand stays high
The parking business in Walnut Creek is booming. The City Council discussed the perennial issue of parking last week as part of a comprehensive examination of various city programs.  In a recently updated parking study, Walnut Creek officials found that on-street parking downtown continues to be above the targeted occupancy rate of 85 percent at peak hours, particularly on Fridays and Saturdays. This is even after meter rates were raised to $1 from 50 cents a few years ago. 

March 27, 2013
Holland to consider lifting overnight parking ban on city streets
Holland city officials are once again being asked to reconsider a longstanding ban on overnight parking on city streets. The latest proposal comes from a class from Hope College’s Center for Faithful Leadership, which has suggested a year-long pilot program that would allow residents and visitors to park their vehicles on the street between the hours of 2 a.m. and 5 a.m.

March 26, 2013
Introducing the Parking Reform Mayoral Candidate 
Meet Bill Peduto, a leading mayoral candidate in Pittsburgh who is also a serious urbanist, according to our sources in Pennsylvania. Jon Geeting at Network blog Keystone Politics recently caught Mr. Peduto — who’ll be running in the Democratic primary in May — endorsing performance parking. Peduto, right there on his website, in a section called “making parking smarter,” explains: “We can utilize free-market-based pricing technologies to provide the parking spaces needed and incentivize behavioral changes that will benefit everyone.”

March 26, 2013
Hampden Community Council to discuss parking problems
After years of driving from Glen Burnie to Hampden for meetings, John Sprucebank, a longtime member of the Improved Order of Red Men, said last month he was sad that the fraternal lodge near The Avenue was closing.
But he was happy about one thing; he won't have to find a parking space in Hampden anymore. "Parking is so bad," Sprucebank said. "I won't miss that."

March 26, 2013
Glen Rock Ditches Parking Meters for Mobile App 
Beginning Monday, April 1, the metric parking meters and kiosks at the Main Line and Borough Hall train stations in Glen Rock will be gone. Instead, commuters will pay for their commuter parking spots with a town-issued parking pass, or with smart phone application Parkmobile. (If you don't have a smart phone or commuter pass, you can call a 1-800 number to make a transaction by credit/debit card.)

March 26, 2013
No free parking: Las Vegas’ most-ticketed lots
Before issuing parking tickets at the City Centre Place office building in downtown Las Vegas, enforcement staff must first download a manifest listing who’s paid and who hasn’t from a pair of multibay meters that cover the dozens of spaces in the garage. But the high volume of cars in and out means by the time the enforcement officer gets around to writing individual citations, some expired meters have been paid.

March 26, 2013
Portland's parking war combatants to return to City Hall
Portland's city commissioners want to hear more public takes on proposed apartment parking minimums.
The city will hold a public hearing April 4 at 2 p.m. on zoning code amendments that would require new complexes, with more than 40 units, to provide one space for every four units. The issue has become a hot-button topic as more multi-family dwellings have been built on Portland's east side. 



March 26, 2013
ParkMe app offers parking locations and availability 
If battling traffic in the Washington metro area isn't frustrating enough, hunting for a place to park your car is sure to make you scream.  But a company called ParkMe is promising relief in the form of a free smartphone app. 
The app itself is not new, but it's just been upgraded to include real-time parking information for more than 100 Colonial Parking locations around the area. 

March 26, 2013
City to raise rates at parking garages
Baltimore officials hope to draw more money from city-owned garages downtown, raising rates at garages on Caroline, Baltimore and West streets while adding a new monthly overnight plan at the St. Paul Street garage.
The city's Board of Estimates is set to vote Wednesday on the proposal, which officials say is necessary to maintain the parking facilities. The Parking Authority of Baltimore City, which recommended the increases, said the new, cheaper option on St. Paul Street will make parking more affordable for people who live nearby.

March 26, 2013
SFMTA’s NE Mission Parking Management Plan Rounding Into Form 
Efforts to reduce traffic caused by drivers circling for parking in the northeast Mission took another step forward last week when the SF Municipal Transportation Agency presented its revised proposal for the expansion of parking meters and permit regulations. Opposition seems to have slightly dwindled compared to the first neighborhood meeting in November, though the SFMTA’s presentation was still interrupted by shouts from audience members who seemed to feel that drivers shouldn’t have to pay the going rate for limited street parking. 

March 26, 2013
Cincinnati would get less than half of parking deal's total value
New documents released by City Hall reveal Cincinnati may be leasing its parking system for less than half its market value over the next 30 to 50 years. And exactly how much the city will get from outsourcing the parking system depends on whom you ask. In today’s dollars, the lease of city-owned parking meters, lots and garages to the Port Authority is estimated to have a value of $475 million.

March 26, 2013
Top parking scofflaws owe Syracuse thousands in fines
Geddes town Councilor Paul Valenti said he will pay his Syracuse parking tickets this week. Seven thousand, three hundred dollars’ worth. Valenti, 42, is one of the top three parking scofflaws on a list provided by Syracuse officials. He said his unpaid tickets all date back to 1998 and 1999, when he worked downtown at Merrill Lynch and got tickets for parking illegally in Bank Alley. “I was a young, kind of foolish kid,’’ he said.

March 26, 2013
Your Comments on downtown Syracuse parking: 'Offer free parking in commercial areas'
Syracuse's top parking scofflaw owes the city nearly $8,000. And he has a lot of company on Syracuse's unpaid parking-ticket list. All 55 people on a list recently obtained from city officials have accumulated fines and penalties that run into four figures, according to an article about the situation. Jeffrey Houston, of Syracuse, topped the list with $7,945 owed. 

March 25, 2013
Parking Madness: Los Angeles vs. Dallas 
Streetsblog’s own “Sweet 16″ of the worst downtown parking craters in America — Parking Madness! — continues today with two cities that grew up in the auto age. Known for their mega-highways and congestion, Los Angeles and Dallas have the parking scars to go along with all those cars. An anonymous commenter submitted this entry, calling it ”the vast expanse of nothing in-between the Civic Center and Bunker Hill in downtown L.A.”



March 25, 2013
Giving out parking tickets in Vancouver brings on ‘abuse, threats, assaults’
Vancouver parking-ticket officers have been punched, spat on, verbally abused, threatened with death and involved in violent brawls with irate citizens in hundreds of confrontations over the past three years, an investigation by The Province reveals. Documents released to The Province under freedom-of-information legislation include about 300 parking enforcement officer “incident reports” filed from January 2010 to December 2012.

March 25, 2013
Mango Hill woman's bid to stop abuse of disabled parking spaces is backed by State MP 
A State MP has added his support to a campaign by Mango Hill woman Alicia Wright to stop people abusing disabled parking spaces. Member for Murrumba Reg Gulley has backed Ms Wright, who has been naming and shaming people who should not be parked in spaces for disabled drivers. Mr Gulley said people should support the campaign by taking photos of offenders and handing them to police and expressed his disappointment in ``the selfish minority'' who abused priority parking.

March 25, 2013
Capitol Hill says streetcar should extend to E Prospect, businesses say protect parking
The Seattle City Council transportation committee will hear Tuesday morning that Capitol Hill wants its streetcar to extend all the way to E Prospect — and that the Seattle Department of Transportation estimates the most northernly possible destination could tack on an addition $5 to $10 million to the projected $25 million cost of the Broadway extension.

March 25, 2013
car2go: A chat with their CTO and an exclusive look at their new app
It’s a problem faced by most of us living in modern urban cities: transportation and parking. Environmentally (and economically) aware urbanites have long relied on mass transit, carpooling, bicycling and good old fashioned walking. In recent years, there have been a number of companies trying to fill the gap between private vehicle ownership, and the public bus. 

March 25, 2013
Sacramento arena deal relies on bonds backed by parking revenue
Sacramento would create a bit of history if it can spin its downtown parking garages and meters into cash to buy a new home for the Kings. The city's financing plan for an arena at Downtown Plaza, unveiled late Saturday, has little precedent. Only a handful of U.S. cities have done what Sacramento is contemplating, with decidedly mixed results. Chicago raised more than $1 billion from its parking garages and meters, but it has generated complaints that private investors profited at the city's expense. 

[image: https://mts1.googleapis.com/vt?lyrs=m@210005294&src=apiv3&hl=en-US&x=5249&s=&y=11441&z=16&s=Gali&w=512&style=api%7Csmartmaps,high_dpi%7Cscale%3A2]March 24, 2013
Wear: Austin council looks to make downtown parking scarcer
Someday, maybe not all that far in the future, that argument Austin leaders had in 2011 about charging for parking meters at night and on weekends might seem quaint. A dollar an hour for parking on the street on Friday nights or Saturday afternoon? Wow, how cheap it was back then. And you could park on the street? Amazing. This rumination was sparked by last week’s Austin City Council meeting, when the panel of seven spent some time kicking around (and not quite finally approving, not yet) a city law that would remove requirements that developers downtown build a certain amount of parking spaces when they put up a building. 

March 24, 2013
Ann Arbor officials believe $1M in free parking provided to Google has paid off
Six years after rolling out the red carpet for Google Inc., Ann Arbor officials maintain the seven-figure incentive the city offered to convince the Internet giant to lay roots downtown was worth it. "I think it was important to get Google here," Mayor John Hieftje said. "They were the brand name that has really allowed us to build a tech campus around them."

March 24, 2013
Cincinnati plan to privatize parking sparks backlash
Cincinnati -- At the I Love Cincinnati Shoppe in the heart of downtown, owner Dan Werling wasn't feeling the love. 
His town is in upheaval over a city hall plan to privatize parking, in part to help balance Cincinnati's budget. City Council in early March narrowly approved a deal that would turn over parking operations for about 5,000 metered spaces and seven lots and garages to private companies. In return, the city would reap $92 million upfront, and about $3 million a year thereafter. 

March 24, 2013
Port Jefferson keeps late-night parking meters
Keep that spare change handy, Port Jefferson drivers: The village board reinforced its decision to keep meters running from 10 a.m. until midnight at last week's board meeting.  Trustee Lee Rosner made a motion at the March 4 meeting to restore downtown parking meter effective hours to 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.  His motion was voted down by the board.

March 24, 2013
Roanoke looks to experiment with parking meters downtown
Parking changes are underway in downtown Roanoke. Last week the city announced it will be adjusting parking times on the edges of downtown, allowing for long term street parking. Roanoke will also re-designate no parking zones and loading zones to make more spaces available. City Manager Chris Morrill said parking garages will still be emphasized downtown and more parking changes could be down the road.

March 23, 2013
Bloomington council OKs revised parking meter plan
Downtown Bloomington could have hundreds more parking meters by this fall under a plan approved by the City Council. The council voted 6-3 late Wednesday in favor of the plan, which was revised following opposition from local business owners worried that the meters will hurt their businesses. The plan also includes more free parking spaces and lower parking garage rates in the college town.

March 23, 2013
Consensus: No easy fix for Key West parking problem
At a Key West City Commission workshop Wednesday to try to tackle Old Town's parking problem, consensus was reached on at least one thing: The demand for space from residents, visitors and those who work in the business district far outweighs the supply. That comes as no surprise for anyone who's searched for parking on Old Town's narrow roads.

March 23, 2013
New fine targets parking ‘hoppers’
Scofflaws beware: The town is cracking down on drivers who move their vehicles around Town Center to avoid getting a ticket for staying in an on-street parking spot beyond the posted time limit. The Board of Selectmen on March 11 voted to enact a regulation that bans “hopping” from one parking space to another in the Town Center, an area that includes Shore and Laraway roads and Dix, School, Park, Thompson, and Mount Vernon streets. 

March 23, 2013
Study: City should charge for curbside parking
Consultants hired by the city say that it should start charging motorists for curbside parking in many parts of downtown, to encourage them to use decks and alleviate “localized deficiencies” in the supply of spaces. The suggested $1.25-an-hour charge for curbside spaces would also generate income the city needs if it wants to stop subsidizing its parking operation with tax revenue, the report from Kimley-Horn and Associates indicates.



March 23, 2013
Doing fine: LexPark has improved Lexington's parking enforcement
Cars parked at expired meters — or otherwise parked illegally — are nearly three times as likely to wind up with a ticket on the windshield than they were five years ago.The increase in parking citations is courtesy — if you will — of the efforts of the Lexington Parking Authority. The quasi-government agency was developed in the summer of 2008 to manage parking spaces and collect fines, taking over for the city's financial department and police.

March 22, 2013
Lansdale Parking Meters Return, Enforcement Begins Monday 
Free parking is over in downtown Lansdale. Parking meters have returned to West Main Street and Madison Street—and pricing has been set for two zones or cores in the downtown, per recommendations from a recent parking study. The inner core of Lansdale's downtown parking area gives drivers the first 15 minutes free, and then $1 per hour.

March 22, 2013
Parking Madness: Tulsa vs. Philly [Updated] 
Parking Madness, our hunt for the worst parking crater in an American downtown, continues today with two formidable contenders. In one corner we have Tulsa: Oklahoma’s second largest city, birthplace of the teen sensation Hanson (mmmBOP!), home to nearly 400,000 people. In the other corner, Philadelphia: cradle of democracy, birthplace of the Fresh Prince, and home of the cheesesteak. 

March 22, 2013
Parking reduction trial run could get final OK
The City Council could give the final OK at its March 23 meeting to a trial program that will offer Austin businesses various incentives in exchange for cutting back on their parking and vehicle trips. The current draft of the ordinance under consideration gives the city manager authority to develop a menu of incentives, participation requirements and a series of review criteria for the trial program. 

March 22, 2013
New Northeast Mission Parking Plan Draws Heated Response
A plan to install parking meters in the northeast Mission, brought to a halt over a year ago by community opposition, has come back to life amid renewed skepticism from some residents and business owners. “Parking is the most controversial topic that any neighborhood ever takes on,” said Jeffrey Tumlin, a transportation consultant helping the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency present its proposal to a fractious community.
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