
Westlake Cycle Track Project

Westlake Avenue North Cycle Track 
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The Westlake Avenue North Cycle Track is a Seattle Department 
of Transportation (SDOT) project to locate and construct a cycle 
track along Westlake Avenue North, between Lake Union Park 
and just south of the Fremont Bridge. A cycle track is a bicycle 
facility physically separated from motor traffic and distinct from the 
sidewalk. 

SDOT identified Westlake Avenue North for a cycle track to improve:

•	 Safety:	All	modes

•	 Connectivity:	High	use	multi-modal	link

•	 Inclusiveness:	Serve	more	users

Goals & Objectives
SDOT’s overarching goal is improved safety for all travel modes, 
including pedestrians, bicyclists, motor vehicles, transit and 
freight. The Westlake Corridor presents a safety concern due to 
pedestrians, bicyclists and motor vehicles share a narrow and 
undefined space on the eastern sidewalk and in the parking areas.

The objectives of the Westlake Avenue North Cycle Track are:

•	 To	address	safety	by	providing	distinct	pathways	for	bicyclists,	
pedestrians and motorists.

•	 To	reduce	bicycle	collisions	along	the	roadway	and	in	the	
parking lot.

•	 To	increase	pedestrian	safety	by	separating	faster-moving	
bicyclists from pedestrians using the east sidewalk.

•	 To	provide	safe	access	to	businesses	and	provide	convenient	
parking.

•	 To	serve	more	users	by	providing	a	flat,	low-stress	facility	
that that provides more bicycling options. Seattle is building a 
network that puts all residents within a quarter mile of a bike 
facility.

•	 To	improve	a	high	use	connector.	Westlake	Avenue	North	
connects South Lake Union/Downtown to Fremont and the 
Ship Canal and Burke Gilman Trails and is a popular route 
for pedestrians, runners and bicyclists as part of the existing 
Cheshiahud Lake Union Loop and the City’s regional trail 
network.

In	addition,	project	development	is	being	coordinated	with	the	
Ballard	to	Downtown	High	Capacity	Transit	Planning	Study,	which	is	
currently considering the Westlake Corridor for future placement of 
High	Capacity	Transit.
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Typical Westlake Avenue North cross-section, looking north - configuration varies

Westlake Cycle Track Project

Following preferred alternative selection, SDOT will begin environmental review and final design of the preferred 
alternative. Construction is expected to begin in 2015.

For more information  
www.seattle.gov/transportation/wct.htm

Project	Hotline:	206-909-8578  
Project	E-mail:	WCT@seattle.gov

Planning History
•	 Westlake	Avenue	North	was	the	second	most	

requested facility for bicycle safety improvements in 
the 2007 Bicycle Master Plan (BMP)

•	 Seattle	Parks	Foundation’s	Bands	of	Green	Report	
led to the 2009 Cheshiahud Lake Union Loop Master 
Plan, which proposed improvements to Westlake 
Avenue North

•	 Following	the	2007	BMP,	the	Seattle	Bicycle	Advisory	
Board identified improvements to Westlake Avenue 
North on the list of Top 15 bicycle project priorities

Funding
•	 Project	has	an	estimated	budget	of	$3.6M

•	 Funding	provided	by	a	$1.7M	Puget	Sound	Regional	
Council grant, local funds and bonds

 
 

                

 

 

 

 

Alternatives  
Evaluation

Data Collection 
& Analysis

Preferred
Alternative 
& Design Begins

FALL 2013 WINTER/SPRING 2014 SPRING/SUMMER 2014

Schedule & Next Steps

The first part of the project schedule is outlined below:

Existing Conditions
In	the	Westlake	Corridor	there	are	many	travel	modes	sharing	limited	space:	residential,	business,	recreational,	
tourism and freight traffic. The corridor is a designated Major Truck Street, with a City commitment to retain four lanes 
until	completion	of	the	Alaskan	Way	Tunnel	Project.	It	is	also	a	highly	traveled	commuter	route.	


