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Frequently Asked Questions for the Mercer Corridor project
Updated on:  03/10/08
1) What is the status of the Environmental process?

WSDOT and FHWA are reviewing the draft documents.  Once SDOT receives comments, we will incorporate them into a final version for public review.  Public review should occur in the summer or fall of 2008, followed by a final determination by FHWA.

2) What is the project schedule?  When will the project get built?

Pending full funding for the project, our anticipated schedule is as follows (for Mercer and Valley streets):

a) Environmental Review Complete:  3rd Quarter 2008
b) 90 percent Design:  2nd  Quarter 2008

c) 100 percent Design:  3rd Quarter 2008

d) ROW Acquisition Complete:  2nd Quarter 2009
e) Start Construction:  3rd Quarter 2009

f) Construction Complete:  End of 2012
3) How much will the project cost and how will the project be funded?

The current cost estimate for the project is $192.9 million. This project is slated to receive a substantial amount of funding as part of the local funding package, Bridging the Gap (BTG).  SDOT is actively pursuing additional funding such as grants, federal and state funding, private funding, utility contributions, etc. 
4) Does the City Council support the project?

In 2004, City Council released funds to move forward on the two-way Mercer and narrow Valley alternatives study.  In 2006, Council approved $30M specifically for the project as part of the local funding package, Bridging the Gap.  In 2007, Council approved a Right-of-Way Acquisition Ordinance for the project, which allows SDOT to move forward with the work necessary to begin acquiring property beginning January 2008.
5) How does the preferred alternative’s design fit into the neighborhood plans?
The South Lake Union (SLU) Neighborhood Plan was updated in 2006 and specifically supports a two-way Mercer Corridor.
6) How does the Mercer Corridor project integrate with the Urban Mobility Plan and options to replace the Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawall?  

The draft EIS for the Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawall Replacement Project included alternatives to connect the South Lake Union and Uptown Urban Centers across Aurora Avenue, e.g., Lowered Aurora.  Staff continues to evaluate alternatives for this connection, including two-way Mercer Street, through the Urban Mobility Plan and the Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawall Replacement Partnership process.  

7) What is the “Interim Broad St. Connection”?

There will be a time lapse between when any street connections across Aurora are constructed and when the Mercer Corridor project is completed.  Due to the schedule difference, SDOT has developed an “Interim Broad St. Connection”.  This means that Mercer St. will temporarily reconnect to Broad St. west of Ninth Ave. N.  This connection will only exist until improvements to reconnect the street grid across Aurora are constructed.  

8) How much property will the City need to acquire in order to construct the project?  
The City needs to purchase property along the north side of Mercer St. between Fairview Ave. and Dexter Ave. in order to widen the street.  

9) When will right-of-way acquisition begin?

SDOT is currently conducting up-front work like ordering title reports, developing property appraisals, and performing environmental site assessments.  Fair and equitable compensation offers could potentially start as early as April 2008, pending the outcome of the environmental process and funding authorization.
10) How will stormwater runoff be managed?

SDOT is working in conjunction with Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) to incorporate detention and treatment of stormwater runoff.  Sustainable options are also being considered, such as natural drainage features.
11) How is public and stakeholder input used to make decisions?  
SDOT values public and stakeholder input to our projects.  Public and agency feedback is compiled and carefully considered. Whenever possible, it is incorporated into the project.  For example, we have revised the design at Mercer and Fairview to make it convenient for people traveling from Queen Anne to Capitol Hill. 

12) Has the City developed a construction plan?

A detailed construction plan will be developed and refined as we continue to move forward with the design phase of the project, however, in general, construction staging is anticipated to be as follows:

a) Construct the widened portion of Mercer to the north first, leaving eastbound Mercer open to traffic and maintain westbound traffic on Valley;
b) Open the north half of newly constructed Mercer to eastbound traffic and close and construct south half;  maintain westbound traffic on Valley;
c) Open the new two-way Mercer and close Valley for reconstruction.

13) What is the Mercer Stakeholder Committee?

The Mercer Stakeholder Committee is a community-driven organization that reached consensus on a set of recommendations for the Mercer Street corridor (from Fairview Avenue North to Elliott Avenue West). The Committee includes organizations from South Lake Union and Queen Anne, the Seattle Center and Gates Foundation, and pedestrian, bicycle and freight interests.  

14) What are the Mercer Stakeholder Committee’s Recommendations?

The core recommendation incorporates the City’s Mercer Corridor Project from Fairview to Dexter, Lowered Aurora (part of the Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawall Replacement Project), and recommends converting Mercer and Roy streets to two-way operation between Fifth and First avenues.  
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