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MEMORANDUM

Madison Corridor BRT Study - Existing Conditions Memo #1: Corridor
Overview

Prepared For:  City of Seattle
Prepared By: Tom Brennan, Steve Boland, and Briana Lovell

Date: December 12, 2014

This memo provides a brief overview of the Madison Street Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
corridor currently under study by the Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT).

The corridor introduction on the following pages includes:

1 adescription of primary land uses, major destinations and existing street

configurations within each segment of the corridor,

1 an overview of key demographic and travel characteristics of the population and

workforce within the corridor, and

1 areview of previous planning efforts relevant to the corridor and this study.
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1 LAND USES AND STREET

CONFIGURATIONS

Figure 1-1 illustrates the study area. Segments of the corridor are described individually in

the following pages.
Figure 1-1 Madison BRT Corridor
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Madison Corridor Segments

The Madison corridor can be divided into three primary segments based on geography, land
use and street configuration (although there is considerable variation in the streetscape and
neighborhood character from block to block within these segments). Most of the corridor is
zoned as neighborhood commercial, as shown in Figure 1-2 illustrating land use
designations.

Figure 1-2 Madison Zoning
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Downtown Segment: Waterfront to 1-5/6™ Avenue

Figure 1-3 Downtown Segment Map

This segment of the corridor runs through the middle of the Seattle Central Business District
(CBD), between the Retail Core near Pike/Pine streets to the north and the governmental
center and Pioneer Square neighborhood to the south. West of Interstate 5 (I-5), or from
Alaskan Way to Sixth Avenue, Madison is one-way in the westbound direction, with two
travel lanes and generally one to two parking lanes. Transit therefore utilizes a couplet of
Madison and Marion Street in this segment, and Marion from the waterfront to Sixth
Avenue is included in the Madison BRT corridor study area. The curb-to-curb dimension in
this segment is 40-50 feet, with 12-foot sidewalks.

The western terminus of the study area is at Madison and Alaskan Way, although the actual
BRT terminus is still to be determined. Ferry-bound auto traffic accesses Colman Dock via
Madison, and exits the terminal via Marion. Pedestrian traffic utilizes the footbridge from
Colman Dock to Marion and First Avenue. Moving east along Madison and Marion, land
use is primarily office with ground-floor retail, including several federal government
buildings. Major buildings on Madison and Marion north of 3* include the Downtown
Seattle YMCA, the Seattle Central Library, the United States Appeals Court, and the
Renaissance Seattle Hotel, although there are numerous large office buildings within the
area.
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