
Learn more about the Madison Corridor BRT Project at: www.seattle.gov/transportation/madisonbrt.htm 

The Madison Street corridor is an opportunity for 
Seattle to design and implement, in phases, state-
of-the art bus rapid transit (BRT) improvements. 
The 2.1-mile corridor runs from Colman Dock to 
23rd Avenue and will improve access to ferries, 
Third Avenue transit, First Hill medical institutions 
and housing, Seattle University, the Central 
District, Link light rail, and the First Hill Streetcar.

In June 2014, the City will begin studying this 
BRT corridor. The study will evaluate roadway 
channelization options, station locations and 
features, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and 
streetscape improvements for the Madison 
corridor. The study will engage transit agencies, 
stakeholders, and the broader community to 
discuss design options and tradeoffs. It will 
also evaluate implementation options, such as 
phased bus speed and reliability improvements 
and funding opportunities.
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Operating Plan

Headway by Mode

The operating plan for Corridor 6 
assumes �ve minute peak and o�-peak 
headways for both BRT and enhanced 
bus options, given the vehicle capacity 
analysis shown below. 
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Vehicle Capacity Requirements

The graphic at right shows a time-of-day 
pro�le of potential ridership demand for 
each mode compared to capacity (supply) 
for di�erent vehicle-mode options. It 
illustrates where demand exceeds standing 
capacity.

Planned headways were adjusted based on 
the analysis. Longer, higher capacity vehicles 
are not feasible on Madison due to steep 
grades.
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Preferred Mode
BRT is the recommended mode for Corridor 6.

 Implementation Actions
Detailed implementation actions are described on page 3-8.

Corridor 6 Overview
Length:  2.1 miles

Major Stations: Colman Dock, 1st Ave, 3rd/4th 
Ave, Boren Ave, Broadway, 12th Ave, 18th Ave, 
23rd Ave

Average Stop Spacing:  1,500 feet

Key Connections:

Colman Dock
3rd Ave Transit Spine
First Hill Streetcar
Bus Square on 3rd Ave

Potential Service Restructuring

Route 11 (Madison Park via 19th) and 
Route 12 (Interlaken) are folded into this 
concept. 

Under both the BRT and Enhanced Bus 
options, the route splits east of 23rd with 
one leg using John/Thomas to 19th and 
Interlaken Park while the other leg con-
tinues on Madison to Madison Park.
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Sample Cross-Sections

Segment A

Madison/Marion, Alaskan Way to 6th:  The Madison/Marion Couplet is a primary option; a 2-way Madison is also 
feasible (keeping 1-way general auto tra�c).  Parking removal would be required on Marion and Madison to provide 
dedicated lane operations.  No substantial engineering issues are anticipated with shared-lane operation on Madi-
son, but dedicating a travel lane for exclusive BRT could increase tra�c delay for general purpose tra�c.   

Segment B Segment C

Madison, I-5 to Broadway:   This segment features 
lanes as narrow as nine feet for cars.  Frequent signal-
ized cross-streets, alleys, and driveways are likely to 
keep speeds down.  BRT is shown in curb lanes that 
could be used for business access as well as BRT, or if 
buses with left-side doors are used in conjunction with 
shared-lane operation, center platforms could also be 
used in this segment. 

Madison, Broadway to 23rd:   The easternmost Madison segment is 
42’ curb-to-curb and has no left turn lanes, which places a premium 
on space for automobiles.  Exclusive BRT could be harder to imple-
ment within the existing cross-section for this reason.  The diagonal 
nature of Madison (which leads to many intersections and odd tra�c 
movements) and the frequency of signals will keep speeds low in this 
segment. 
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FIGURE 3-7 CORRIDOR 6 PROJECT SHEET: CENTRAL AREA-FIRST HILL-DOWNTOWN
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Note: All cross sections are representative of a possible design option for a corridor segment.  Right-of-way widths, utility constraints, and competing street use needs vary in each of the representative segments.

For more information, please contact:
Maria Koengeter, Transit Strategic Advisor
maria.koengeter@seattle.gov or (206) 733-9865

TIMELINE ACTIVITIES AND MILESTONES

	 January - May 2014	 June 2014 - March 2015	 April - June 2015

Project Scope Refinement Alternatives Development, Analysis, 
and Community Engagement

BRT Alternative Refinement and 
Community Engagement
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