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Click to edit Master title styleToday’s presentation

• Introductions

• Overview of Bridging the Gap

• Project need and end result

• Schedule

• Bridge designg g

• Anticipated impacts and issues

• Traffic re‐routing and potential early‐Traffic re routing and potential early
action projects 

• Construction phasing 
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• Next steps
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NE 45th St t Vi d t• NE 45th Street Viaduct 
project funded primarily by 
nine‐year $365M 2006 levynine year $365M 2006 levy

• Projects selected based on 
safety, route significance,safety, route significance, 
structural vulnerability

• Replace or repair p p
structures in‐kind, to 
current standards, to 
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• Bridge originally built in 1938

• Partial retrofit or replacement p
activities since

• Ensure safe travel for vehicles, 
pedestrians and bicycles

• Minimize long‐term 
maintenance
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• Mechanically Stabilized y
Earth (MSE) Wall
– Pre‐made concrete panels 
with backfill material placed 
in compacted layers

– Supports a new bridge deckSupports a new bridge deck

– Eliminates space under 
roadway

– Cross section stays the same
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• Access for:
– Businesses

– Major institutions

– Facilities

– Events

– Medical centers

– Transit routes

Freight– Freight

– Bikes and pedestrians
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• Safety and y
awareness around 
and under the 
bridge for:
– Drivers

St d t– Students

– Pedestrians

– BicyclistsBicyclists

– Homeless 
population
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Major Truck Streets
Arterials

S f C f S

Project Area
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Snapshot from major truck route map, City of Seattle 2002
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Project Area
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Transit service map, 45th St. Traffic Analysis Report, City of Seattle 2009
Fehr and Peers
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Snapshot from bicycling guide map, City of Seattle 2008

Project Area

45th Street Viaduct 12



Click to edit Master title styleOther major projects

45th Street Viaduct 13



Click to edit Master title style
Traffic re‐routes with 
full or partial closurefull or partial closure

Percent of Total Viaduct Trip Diversion 45th St
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Percent of Total Viaduct Trip Diversion, 45th St. 
Traffic Analysis Report, City of Seattle 2009
Fehr and Peers
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• Two options:Two options:
– Preferred ‐ Full closure:

• No traffic or pedestrians

• Up to a 4‐month intensive 
construction period

– Alternative ‐ Partial 
closure: 

• One lane open in each 
directiondirection

• No pedestrians

• 12‐18 month construction 
period
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• We are committed toWe are committed to 
keeping the community 
informed
– Web site and phone line

– One‐on‐one meetings

– Ongoing coordination 
with major institutions

– Resident/business– Resident/business 
outreach

– Public meetings and info 
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Please visit our project Web sitePlease visit our project Web site
http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/45th‐bridge.htm  

Mike Ward, project manager
MichaelV.Ward@Seattle.Gov

206.684.8493

Maribel Cruz outreach coordinatorMaribel Cruz, outreach coordinator
Maribel.Cruz@Seattle.Gov

206.684.7963
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