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October 3, 2005
Subject: Parking Changes Planned to Benefit First Hill Businesses and Residents
Dear First Hill businesses, institutions, residents and property owners: 

In late 2004, the Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) converted traditional meters to parking pay stations in the First Hill neighborhood. At that time, SDOT launched a study of the neighborhood’s unrestricted parking spaces to determine if parking controls could improve the ability of the neighborhood’s customers, visitors and residents to find parking.  On-street parking on First Hill is often packed, and tools such as paid parking and residential parking zones (RPZs) encourage area employees to more appropriately park in off-street lots.  This opens up short-term spaces in the business district and around the major institutions for customers and visitors, and longer-term spaces elsewhere in the neighborhood for residents. 
Last October, SDOT proposed installing new paid parking in areas of First Hill that had time-limit signs or were unrestricted.  SDOT has scaled back the previously proposed areas for paid parking expansion after careful review of on-street parking conditions, area land uses, and community comments about the difficulties of changing from free to paid parking.   Along with fewer blocks of paid parking, the plans now include new blocks of time-limited parking, and a significant number of blockfaces that will be newly included in the existing residential parking zones.  
New Paid Parking Areas

· In Seattle neighborhoods, SDOT has found that paid parking is an effective tool to support healthy business districts where there are strong competing on-street parking demands among customers, residents and area employees.

· The areas for new pay stations are primarily where there are already time-limit signs, and where the time-limit signs are not working well to generate turnover.  

· Most of the new paid parking will be installed in the area close to I-5 and downtown.  Paid parking will also be expanded in the vicinity of the O’Dea School, Frye Museum and St. James Cathedral.  

· All designated carpool spaces will remain so from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. on weekdays.  After 10:00 a.m., the spaces will become 2-hour pay station spaces.

New Residential Parking Zone (RPZ) Areas

· Since 2003, the SDOT’s Making the Parking System Work program has been working to implement recommendations of a citizen parking workgroup to improve parking management on First Hill.  Using grant funds, SDOT helped residents designate ten new blockfaces as RPZs in First Hill’s two zones:  Zone 7 (south of Madison Street), and Zone 21 (north of Madison Street).  
· SDOT plans to add another eight partial or full blocks to the neighborhood’s RPZs.  The areas for new RPZ designation are predominantly around commercial parking lots where there is lower demand for short-term parking, but high demand for residential parking.  

· The majority of the new RPZ blocks will be in Zone 7, located between 7th Avenue and 9th Avenue, and between Madison and Cherry Streets.

New Time-Limit Sign Areas

· Two-hour time limit signs will be installed adjacent to most commercial or institutional uses where the parking was previously unrestricted.

· The locations for the time-limit signs are spread throughout the neighborhood.
· The time-limit signs will be monitored over the next few years to determine how well they are performing to create parking turnover. 
Timeline for Installation 

SDOT recognizes that the planned changes to on-street parking can be challenging.  To provide a transition period for the neighborhood, the proposed changes will occur in three phases:
· The new pay station installations will start at the end of October 2005.  Large blue street signs will be installed two weeks in advance to let area parkers prepare for the change.
· The new RPZ installations will begin in October and continue through the end of the year.

· The new time-limit sign installations will start in early 2006.

A few of the blockfaces shown are adjacent to projects under construction.  In most cases, SDOT will implement any changes to the curbspace regulations once the project is complete.

Changes With Parking Pay Stations

· All new paid parking spaces will have 2-hour or 30-minute time limits and operate between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m., Monday through Saturday. Bus stops and layover zones, peak period restrictions and other spaces will not change. Some load zones may be moved closer to intersections. 
· “Meter greeters” in red hats and vests will be on-hand to help pay station users for the first weeks after installation. If problems with the pay stations occur, please call SDOT at 206-684-ROAD.
· Business owners or managers interested in free, City-installed on-street bicycle racks should contact the SDOT Bicycle Program at 206-684-7583 or email pauh.wang@seattle.gov.  
Community Outreach Report 
With the original, larger proposal made in late 2004, SDOT sent a flyer to every occupant within First Hill and advertised our attendance at a First Hill Improvement Association meeting in November 2004. 
SDOT received a large volume of comments generated by meeting participants, and through email and phone contact with SDOT staff.  Most of those comments were in opposition to new paid parking where it would eliminate unrestricted parking currently used by First Hill residents.  SDOT generally heard positive and neutral comments regarding proposed new pay stations and other time-limit restrictions in the vicinity of I-5 and the downtown office buildings.  
For more information 
Please contact Meghan Shepard, the Seattle Department of Transportation project manager, at 206-684-4208 or meghan.shepard@seattle.gov.  If you would like information about obtaining an RPZ permit, please contact SDOT’s Traffic Permits Counter at 206-684-5086.  You can also find more information about parking on First Hill on-line at www.seattle.gov/transportation/parking/paystation.htm.  
Sincerely, 

Katherine Casseday, P.E.
Director of Traffic Management and City Traffic Engineer
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Seattle Municipal Tower, 700 5th Avenue, Suite 3900, PO Box 34996 Seattle, WA 98124-4996

Tel: (206) 684-ROAD (684-7623), TTY/TDD (206) 684-4009, FAX: (206) 684-5180

Internet address: http://www.seattle.gov/transportation

An equal opportunity employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided on request.
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