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RE: Comments on the SR 520 Project DEIS

Dear Mr. Krueger:

The Sesttle Freight Mobility Advisory Committee thanks WSDOT for induding usin
reviewing the SR 520 draft environmental impact satement (DEIS). We have watched this
issue and have had many updates and meetings over thisimportant undertaking. Below are
some of the main issues we fed need to be included and/or taken into consideration:

1.

2.

Maintaining sufficient through capacity on thisroute is critical to keeping trucks moving.

Keeping vertica heights as high as possible for overhead structures, toll booths and
other overhead equipment to accommaodate oversize loads being brought to this area of
Puget Sound. Oversize routes must be maintained for the Eastside and to access Puget
Sound industries and ports. If there are any toll booths, verticd and horizontad clearance
should alow passage of an oversize load.

Note that the City of Seettle consdersatruck design envelope of a20' X 20’ vehicle
for overlega (oversize) loads on mgjor truck routes.

Keeping grades as level as possible for mantaining freight mohility, and for vighility, fue
consumption and exhaust emissons reasons. We are particularly concerned about the
ramp to the proposed Pecific Avenue interchange. We suggest that grades should be
kept to no more than 7%, preferably no more than 5%.

Revisng the ramp design for the west-bound SR-520 to I-5 merge to make it safer and
eader for trucks. Trucks have dower acceeration and decderation characterigtics. This
isof particular importance where trucks merge into traffic a aleft hand entrance ramp.
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Coordination between the Viaduct Replacement Project construction schedule and the
SR 520 congtruction schedule. Minimizing north/south travel congestion at the primary
interchanges with SR 520 is critical. Ensure that the two projects (SR 520 and SR 99)
will not have concurrent congtruction underway.

Maintaining traffic movement on SR 520 to the extent possble and minimize the time
that SR 520 is closed to traffic.

The Committee wants to know what the truck design vehicles are for improvementsin
the project area. Note that the City of Sesttle has designated SR 520, | 5, NE Pecific
Street and Montlake Blvd NE (SR 520 to Pecific) as Magor Truck Streets. The
Committee recommends consideration of a\WB 67 design vehicle on the Mgor Truck
Streets.

All covered roadways and tunnel sections shoud not negatively impact the transport of
hazardous materials.

10. The Committee supports the proposed Peacific St Interchange.

If you have any questions on the Freight Committee’ s comments, please contact Ron
Borowski, SDOT Freight Program at 206 684 8370 or mysdf at 206 947 6180.

Sincerdy,

Peter Whitehead, Co-Chair
Seditle Freight Mobility Advisory Committee
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