



Seattle Freight Mobility Advisory Committee 
Meeting Summary 

May 20, 2008
(Final Notes approved by FMA Members with Changes on July 15th 2008)
Host: Car Wash Enterprises (Brown Bear) Headquarters, Ballard
Location: 3977 Leary Way NW, Seattle 

PARTICIPANTS (A sign sheet is on file):

Committee Members: Peter Whitehead, Nelson Trucking (Meeting Chair), Warren Aakervik, Cliff Bates, Kim Suelzle, and Christine Wolf. 
Companies/Organizations: Nelson Trucking, BNSF Railway Company, V.VanDyke, CityIce, Manufacturing Industrial Council (MIC), Spirit Transport,  Sailors Union of the Pacific, King County Labor Council, Duwamish Transportation Management Association, Ballard Oil, 
Agencies: SDOT, Port of Seattle, WSDOT, Seattle Police Department, Puget Sound Regional Council 
Agenda Topics:
1.  Announcements: - None
2. Construction Management Software: – Alinda Page and Abby Rudell, SDOT.   SDOT staff presented an overview of the Construction Management Software, The software is still under development, and it will be one of the tools SDOT will use to identify potential construction conflicts.
3. Industrial Lands Program:  SDOT Freight Projects: - All.  Cristina Van Valkenburgh introduced topic.   SDOT is coordinating with city departments the response to Resolution 31206.  In response to the resolution SDOT has proposed a list of ten freight projects: 1) Spokane Street Viaduct Widening and 4th Avenue Loop Ramp; 2) Duwamish Intelligent Transportation Systems; 3) Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) Plan Implementation; 4) Alaskan Way Viaduct & Seawall Replacement Project – Southend Project and Mitigation Package; 5) Mercer Corridor Project; 6) Airport over Argo Bridge Rehabilitation; 7) East Duwamish Waterway Bridge Rehabilitation; 8) E Marginal Way at S Horton Street Bridge Rehabilitation; 9) Greenwood Ave N Street Improvements; 10) Ballard Bascule Bridge Seismic Retrofit Improvements.   Eugene Wasserman presented the North End project “asks” letter.   According to Wasserman some of the “asks” are over ten years old.   Cristina Van Valkenburgh stated she would get answers regarding immediate concerns from Brian Kemper, SDOT.   Cristina Van Valkenburgh asked for comment letters from the FMAC and the Duwamish MIC.   Christine Wolf stated the Port does not believe the bridge retrofit projects belong on SDOT’s list, because they are not freight improvement projects in the true sense of the Resolution.   Christine Wolf stated that the projects do not fit the directions set forth by the City Council.  Marilyn Young Skogland of the Duwamish MIC pointed out that without the “maintenance” to the bridges trucks will not be able to use them.   In addition, she noted if the trucks are unable to use the bridges due to maintenance issues developers start to believe the road is not used by trucks.   FMAC members also commented that they do not agree with SDOT’s list of 10 projects as proposed and will be submitting comments to that effect.  Eugene Wasserman of NSIA asked for a description of what SDOT is doing to the Ballard Bascule Bridge.   What is the new project?  Not answered yet. (Cristina Van Valkenburgh sent an e-mail on July 16 to Eugene with a flyer of the proposed bridge projects, including the Ballard Bascule Bridge.  Cristina indicated to Eugene that detail project scope will not be complete until 2009.)   
4. Seattle Draft Pedestrian Plan Discussion: – Katherine Bush, SDOT.  Katherine presented the Seattle Draft Pedestrian Plan for discussion.   There are three main goals for the project.   1) Reduce the number & severity of crashes; 2) Get more people walking; and 3) Help build strong communities.   In the ensuing discussion Marilyn Young Skogland of the Duwamish MIC noted ped/bike are really alternative forms of transportation and should be treated as such.   Marilyn Young Skogland said the Duwamish MIC is looking at how to get people out of their vehicles and using transit.   Need to have transit/ped access to businesses.   However, not looking at adding more pedestrians to the industrial area.   Ballard MIC is different from the Duwamish since it has residential/recreation bike and walking pathways.   Warren Aakervik of Ballard Oil commented that a complete street in an industrial area is a through street.   As SDOT designs streets need to consider what the criminal element would think about what was built.   Need to be careful about what SDOT showcases in industrial areas.   Christine Wolf of the Port cautioned SDOT not to design streets in an industrial area that create the expectation on the part of pedestrians that they are safe.   Warren Aakervik stressed the need for Barbara Gray, SDOT and Katherine Bush, SDOT to talk to the MICs to understand the needs of industrial areas.  Marilyn Young Skogland asked that pedestrian routes with sidewalks and lights be mapped, don’t want peds/bikes creating their own trails and paths.   Eugene Wasserman of the NSIA feels pedestrian friendly streets should include steeped up enforcement, removal of trees, and enforcement of A-Board signs.     A comment was made that people don’t want to walk on major arterials.   Aurora project is just a superhighway, not pedestrian friendly.   Nice business districts get people to walk.   Cristina Van Valkenburgh noted SDOT is A-Board signs usually require a permit.   SDOT is looking at rubber sidewalks to tackle the problem of tree roots cracking sidewalks.   Warren Aakervik stressed manufacturing and industrial areas need to be protected as transportation corridors, they are not recreation areas. 

5. General Updates – 
· Eugene Wasserman of the NSIA had some concerns about the BAT lane going in on 15th and Elliott.   SDOTS briefing at NSIA in January hadn’t mentioned this.  These lanes previously were no parking lanes during peak hours and now are being used during peak hours as BAT lanes.   Concern about loss of General Purpose lanes capacity which negatively impacts freight.
Committee Recommendations 5/20/08:  As part of future meeting agendas the meeting notes from the previous meeting will be approved.

Handouts:  None
Next Committee Meeting: April 15, 2008 at the MIC Offices in the Duwamish area 
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