Seattle Freight Mobility Advisory Committee 
Meeting Summary 

April 19th, 2005
  
Host: Trident Seafoods
Location: Trident Seafoods Corporate Office, 5303 Shilshole Ave NW Ballard 


PARTICIPANTS:

Committee Co-Chairs: Peter Whitehead, Nelson Trucking (Meeting Chair), John Odland, MacMillan-Piper
Companies/Organizations: MacMillan-Piper, Nelson Trucking, Trident Seafoods, Salmon Bay Sand and Gravel, Manufacturing Industrial Council (MIC), Ballard Oil,  North Seattle Industrial Association (NSIA),  CD Stimson, and Rosencrantz for City Council
Agencies: SDOT, Port of Seattle, Seattle Monorail Project,  Seattle Police Department  
Consultants: None 

1. Introductions and Past Meeting Summary —

The Committee approved the draft 3/15/05 meeting summary without changes.
The Committee discussed the W Marginal Way Trail item contained in the 3/15/05 meeting summary and entered into a brief discussion about the safety and liability concerns associated with bike trails in industrial areas. Following this discussion, the Committee subsequently approved a motion regarding the Duwamish Trail. The motion is described in the Recommendations section below.     
2. Mercer Corridor — Eric Tweit, SDOT, presented updated information on the project preliminary design and walked the participants through the truck design assumptions for each intersection in the corridor. SDOT and their consultant are performing the early stages of design to support the environmental review phase currently in progress. The group reviewed assumptions on sizes of trucks, destinations and likely intersections where the truck drivers may want to turn.  The Team will use this information in refining the street designs. Both Mercer St and Westlake Ave are designated as city Major Truck Streets. Key intersections are Mercer intersections with Fairview, Westlake and 9th.  Ave. The Team will look at truck turning needs at each intersection in the project area for different sizes of trucks as appropriate.  The Committee recommended a truck turning demonstration be conducted using a Wheel Base of 67’ (WB 67) design vehicle as may be turning at the intersection of Mercer and Westlake. See the Recommendations section below.  (Note that the city’s legal truck length limit is 75’). Eric Tweit was asked when the design decisions were scheduled to be made and to identify what the truck volume counts were to support the corridor design decisions. 
Steve Pearce, SDOT, reviewed the connections at the west end of the corridor. The Viaduct Team is looking at several options, including reestablishing the traditional street grid and removing the Broad Street Underpass. The Committee acknowledged that there is currently no very good choice of routes from Ballard through this area. Steve indicated the two projects intent is to improve the connections. The designs in this are will be refined as part of the future design for the Viaduct Project. 
3. Seattle Freight Mobility Strategic Action Plan 2005 Update — Ron Borowski, SDOT, distributed the list of the actions proposed in the Plan. SDOT is preparing the final draft of the plan and appreciated the comments that were provided on the draft.  
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Updates:

· State and Federal Funding — Ron Borowski indicated that the Legislature was still in session deliberating on transportation funding levels.  Ron  reported that the  State Freight Board had recommended consideration of funding for the Spokane St Viaduct, Duwamish Truck Spot Improvements Program, and the Port’s E Marginal and Spokane St Overpass. Actual funding remained dependent on the Legislature‘s decisions on transportation and freight funding levels this current session.  
· Alaskan Way Viaduct MIC White Paper  — No discussion.
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5.   Other Topics/Announcements — 
 None

Committee Recommendations 3/15/05:
1. The Port and SDOT should add an additional work scope task to the Port’s trail consultant work plan to evaluate the potential bicycle/vehicle safety and liability issues associated with the proposed bicycle trail. The consultant should evaluate potential safety and liability issues where the trail crosses driveways that provide access to the respective businesses. The evaluation should consider all motor vehicle trips generated by the businesses adjacent to the trail, including both the vehicles generated by the respective businesses and other vehicles accessing the business sites.     

2. SDOT should perform a field test of truck turn radii compared to the design templates. Staff would set up cones in a parking lot and the Committee would provide a truck for the test.
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· 
Handouts:

· 4/19/05 FMAC Meeting Agenda

· 3/15/05 FMAC Meeting Summary-draft
· List of Draft Freight Mobility Strategic Action Plan Actions
· April 8, 2005 Prosperity Partnership Letter to State Legislature   
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Next Committee Meeting: May 17th,  in the Duwamish 
Primary Topic:  Alaskan Way Viaduct/Seawall Project
RB/SDOT 
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