Seattle Freight Mobility Advisory Committee 
Meeting Summary 
March 15th, 2005
  
Host: Manufacturing Industrial Council
Location: 5509 1st Avenue S 

PARTICIPANTS:

Committee Co-Chairs: Peter Whitehead, Nelson Trucking (Meeting Chair), John Odland, MacMillan-Piper, 
Companies/Organizations: MacMillan-Piper, Nelson Trucking, Trident Seafoods, BNSF, Salmon Bay Sand and Gravel, Manufacturing Industrial Council (MIC), Ballard Oil,  Nucor Steel, Fremont Dock/NSIA, Transportation Institute, Pacific Industrial Supply
Agencies: SDOT, Port of Seattle, WSDOT, Seattle Monorail Project, Council Staff, Seattle Police Department, USDOT Maritime Administration,  Seattle Fire Department
Consultants: Heffron Transportation, EnviroIssues 
Interested Parties:  Robert Rosencrantz
Agenda Topics:

1. Alaskan Way Viaduct Emergency Closure Traffic Plan — Katherine Casseday, Director, Traffic Management Division, SDOT, presented the three scenarios that could close portions  of the Viaduct and Alaskan Way. The Committee actively discussed potential impacts and offered multiple positive ideas for further consideration by the State and the City of Seattle. Ideas included consideration of supplying the city via marine access by taking advantage of  Seattle's  many maritime facilities. Katherine Casseday responded that the Emergency Plan will look into these ideas and  more a detailed version of the plan will be released mid-year. 

2. W Marginal Bicycle Trail Business Survey Results — Hadley Greene, EnviroIssues, Port of Seattle Consultant, presented the Committee with an update on the range of concerns raised by the W Marginal Way businesses. A draft Summary of contact feedback  was distributed to those in attendance. The team held 16 meetings with interested businesses. Several safety and operational issues have been raised. The next step is to perform a traffic study of the issues and ideas that were raised. The meeting participants then discussed the types of incidents history that has been encountered on the Burke Gilman Trail. Several lawsuits have been filed. Suits have been filed against Salmon Bay Sand and Gravel, and Pacific Industrial Supply. The former company has had their insurance rates increased.  
3. Mercer Corridor  — Eric Tweit, SDOT 

The presentation was canceled due to lack of time. It will be rescheduled to a future date, probably the April meeting. Mr. Tweit mentioned that there would be a community design workshop on April 6th,   and encouraged the participants to attend. 
4.    

1. 

2. 

3. 

Updates

· State and Federal Funding—Pati Otley briefly reported on the State Freight Board’s congressional meetings to encourage continuous federal funding for freight. The meetings went very well. Ron Borowski reported on the status of the Legislature’s consideration of freight funding.  The State Freight Board has recommended consideration of funding levels of $14.4 M for the Spokane St Viaduct and $1.4 M for the Duwamish Truck Spot Improvements Program. Actual funding remains dependent on the Legislature‘s decisions on transportation and freight funding levels this current session.  
· March 4th Regional Freight Mobility Roundtable- City Ice, Charlie’s Produce and West Coast Trucking gave  presentations on truck operational  issues to the Roundtable. A primary, current pressing concern is the lack of qualified drivers needed to accommodate increasing trucking needs. Ron Borowski presented highlights about the Seattle freight program plans and practices to the Roundtable.  
· Holgate Traffic Study- Ron Borowski updated the Committee on the WSDOT sponsored study of closing S Holgate St between Occidental Ave. and 3rd Ave S. The city has asked the state to consider the needs of cross track traffic and timing of additional  area grade separations in conjunction with future decisions on closing S Holgate.  
· Seattle Freight Plan 2005 Update—Ron Borowski stated that the SDOT intended to release the draft 2005 Freight Plan for public review mid-month. Committee members were encouraged to review the Plan and submit their priority rankings for the related survey of Action items. 
· 
· State Freight Mobility Strategic Investment Board March 18th Meeting—the March Board meeting will be hosted by the City of Seattle. WSDOT and Seattle will update the Committee on the Alaskan Way Viaduct, and Seattle will present the SR 519 Surface Street Access Project. 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
5. Other
· 
· The Committee recognized Pati Otley, BNSF, for her ongoing participation in the Committee’s activities and wished her well in her impending retirement.

Committee Recommendations 3/15/05:

· 
· 
· 
· Alaskan Way Viaduct Emergency Closure Traffic Plan—the participants recommended that several ideas be considered in the refinement of the plan.  
· W Marginal Way Trail:
1. It was recommended that the team meet with BNSF about the plan, potential rail crossing impacts and the appropriate approach for the trail’s design and operations.

2. The Committee recommended that there be further consideration of the vehicle and bicycle incidents that have occurred on the Burke Gilman Trail to determine the applicability to the W Marginal Way Trail project.
3. It was recommended that the team thoroughly consider future traffic and truck demand and related capacity need to carry that demand, particularly since the Post of Seattle is experiencing rapid increases in container shipping. 

· Mercer Corridor- None. Topic tabled to a future meeting.

Handouts:

· 3/15/05 FMAC Meeting Agenda

· 2/15/05 FMAC Meeting Summary 
· W Marginal Trail Project Brochure, Fall 2004 
· W Marginal Trail  DRAFT Summary of Public Input, March 2005     
· 
· 
· Alaskan Way Viaduct Emergency Closure Plan Strategy Brochure, February 2005    
· March 18th  Meeting Notice, Freight Mobility Strategic Investment Board                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Next Committee Meeting: April 19th, at Trident Seafoods in Ballard 
Primary Topic:  Mercer Corridor Project
RB/SDOT 

04/ 20/05
PAGE  
2

