Seattle Freight Mobility Advisory Committee Meeting
February 15th, 2005

Meeting Summary
Host: Trident Seafoods
Location: Trident Seafoods Corporate Office, 5303 Shilshole Ave NW Ballard 
PARTICIPANTS:

Committee Co-Chair: John Odland, MacMillan-Piper  

Companies/Organizations: MacMillan-Piper, Trident Seafoods, Salmon Bay Sand and Gravel, Fremont Dock, Manufacturing Industrial Council (MIC), Ballard Oil, Alaska Distributors, Vulcan 
Agencies: SDOT, Port of Seattle, WSDOT
Consultants: Heffron Transportation 
Agenda Topics:

1. South Lake Union  --- Ada Healey and Phil Fujii, Vulcan
Vulcan presented their development plan for the South Lake Union area.  Details on property maps and status of building activity development were presented. Ron Borowski, SDOT, reviewed the project schedule for the Mercer Corridor Project. A more detailed Mercer presentation is expected in March. Discussion ensued on how street connections were to be made to Westlake, Broad and the arterial system to the west of SR 99. Participants asked that truck circulation needs be accommodated as the design progressed.  Questions were asked about the provision for handling local truck delivery in conjunction with the developments and street design. 
2. Interstate 5 Pavement Reconstruction Project — Carol Hunter, WSDOT (206-464-1219), hunterc@wsdot.wa.gov.  Website- http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/I5rehab 
WSDOT plans to improve the 16 miles of I 5 from Northgate to Tukwila. Carol presented information about scope, schedule and budget to the committee. Bedsides paving, the team will explore changes to the lane configurations, both adding and dropping lanes, truck lanes on ramps, an added through lane under the Convention Center, and lane stripping. In addition, the team will consider dedicated freight lanes, and the movement of flammable tankers and overlegal loads. The target schedule is to have an improvement list in June/July 2007. WSDOT also announced that there will be paving work beginning in April 2005 in the vicinity of James and Olive. WSDOT wants to inform the freight carriers of the potential delays during the construction timeframe and will coordinate with SDOT on communication measures.  

3. Lake City Multi-Modal Project—Ron Scharf, SDOT (206/684-5192)  

Ron Scharf showed maps locating this joint WSDOT, SDOT, and King County Metro Project. The Phase 1 project is budgeted at $12.3 M. Construction started in early February. Trucks may have to find alternative routes during the construction period. Much of the two-way left-turn lane in the project corridor is being replaced by a center median or a left-turn pocket, so trucks that have historically used this area for deliveries will have to use side streets or the business property.   Businesses were contacted and acknowledge that they will load elsewhere.
3. Updates

· State and Federal Funding- the State Freight Mobility Strategic investment Board will meet with the Washington and Alaska congressional delegations about Washington State Freight needs in Washington DC on March 8-9th. The FAST Corridor Partnership made an allocation decision on which projects will be funded by the Federal 2005 Earmark of $2.5 M provided by Sen. Patty Murray at their January 12 th  meeting. The Spokane St Viaduct was allocated $1.75 M. The State Freight Board has released their 05-07 project and funding recommendations to the Legislature.  The Board has recommended consideration of funding levels of $14.4 M for the Spokane St Viaduct and $1.4 M for the Duwamish Truck Spot Improvements Program. Actual funding remains dependent on the Legislature‘s decisions on transportation and freight funding levels this current session.  
· Alaskan Way Viaduct MIC White Paper- the draft White Paper has not been revised.
· SR 519 Surface Project Construction - construction to start in March. Contact: Angela Brady, SDOT, 206-684 3115. 
· Battery Street Tunnel - Ron Borowski reported that the city intends to process an ordinance to revise the City Traffic Code to prohibit trucks transporting home heating oil from using the tunnel route. The timing for this change has to be determined. Discussion ensued on the proposed change in the Traffic Code and impact on the transport of home heating oil.
· Alaskan Way Viaduct Draft Emergency Closure Traffic Plan Meeting Notice –Ron Borowski distributed a notice for the public meeting on the draft plan. No new details are currently available. Participants asked if they could review that draft plan prior to the February 28th meeting.

· W Marginal Trail -- Ron Scharf reported on the project’s status. The proposal is to complete the last remaining link of the Duwamish Trail south of Spokane St. A portion of W Marginal Wy S would be converted from 2 lanes in the southbound direction to one lane. Two lanes would be maintained in the northbound direction, as well as the two-way left-turn lane. The Port and SDOT are interviewing businesses along the route. Future analysis will be done to respond to the range of concerns. There are four more business meetings planned.  The Port is in the process of hiring a consultant to evaluate the traffic concerns raised via the interview process. The team will meet with all of the interested businesses after the study result are available.  

4. Other
· Committee Co-Chair John Odland requested a briefing on the state’s and Amtrak’s proposal to close S Holgate Street to through traffic between 1st and 4th S. 

Committee Recommendations 2/15/05:

· South Lake Union –None 
· Interstate 5 Pavement Reconstruction Project -- None
· Lake City Multi-Modal Project - None 
Handouts:

· 2/15/05 FMAC Meeting Agenda

· 1/18/05 FMAC Meeting Summary Agenda      
· I 5 Pavement Reconstruction Project Summary, WSDOT
· Mercer Corridor Environmental Assessment Schedule, SDOT

· Draft Alaskan Way Viaduct Emergency Closure Plan Meeting Notice , February 28th , City Council                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Next Committee Meeting: March 15th, Manufacturing Industrial Council, Duwamish area 
Primary Topic:  Mercer Corridor Project
RB/SDOT 
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