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23rd Ave Corridor Project 
Project Boundaries*: John St to North; 
Rainer Ave S to South  
 
Project Extent: 4 miles 
 
Street Classification: Principal Arterial 
 
Road Configuration: 4 lanes (2 
northbound/2 southbound) with narrow 
widths 
 
Average Daily Traffic: varies along 
corridor- 13,400 south extent to 20,000 
north extent 
 
Land Use/Zoning : Varies along corridor 
and serves diverse neighborhoods and 
character 
 

Project Area Map 



 
Pedestrian Master Plan 
 High priority for crossings at numerous 

intersections along the corridor, poor condition 
of sidewalks and substandard widths (as 
narrow as 3’ in some areas ) 

 
Transit Master Plan  
 Priority bus corridor (Route 48, with some 

segments used by other routes as well) with in 
lane stops 

 Approximately 5,800 daily transit riders, 8th 
highest transit ridership in King County 

 Route 48 suffers from poor reliability 
 

 

Complete Streets Assessment 

Bicycle Master Plan  
 Bicycle lane recommended in 2007 Bike Master Plan 

(BMP) 
 2013 BMP draft update process has recommended a 

parallel route, acknowledging inherent conflict with 
transit 

 
Re channelization  
 Average Daily Traffic on 23rd ranges from 13,400-

20,000 vehicles per day 
 If Average Daily Traffic is less than 25,000  on a 4 lane 

road, re channelization is evaluated 
 

Existing 4 -lane cross section   



This is what we’ve heard:  
 

• Majority of public comments expressed poor 
pedestrian environment and concerns over safety 
(narrow sidewalks, difficulty crossing, noise, lighting 
and minimal buffer from traffic). 

 
• Parallel bicycle route received favorable comments 

and outweighed the comments requesting bike 
facilities on 23rd 

 

• Transit was recognized as a vital function on 23rd and 
comments were offered relative to stop location and 
stop amenities.  

 
• Access and connectivity to the future Sound Transit 

station located south of Judkins Park, was raised as an 
issue to consider 



Preferred 3 Lane Cross Section 



Preferred Cross Section Approach  
Community feedback and Complete Streets assessment 
has informed the preferred approach; key improvements 
include: 
• Re-channelization from 4 to 3-lane cross section  
• Exploration of curb realignment to enable sidewalk 

widening along the corridor 
• Parallel greenway facility to facilitate N-S bicycle 

travel 

• Transit Speed and Reliability Improvements along 
corridor (Transit Signal Priority, Intelligent 
Transportation System, Trolley Poles) 

• Public art funding allocation  
• New bus stop facilities including lighting, shelters, 

electronic and standard signs, benches, and better 
waiting areas 
 



Neighborhood Greenways 
• Neighborhood greenways are routes on residential 

streets that are improved for safer and more 
comfortable bicycle and pedestrian travel for all 
ages and abilities. 
  

• Designed for lower vehicle speeds and volumes and 
typically discourage cut through traffic.  
 

• Greenways can also provide access to schools, trails, 
parks, transit and neighborhood businesses. 
 

• This project has identified the following two streets 
for potential Greenway opportunities: 21st & 22nd 
Avenue.  

 
 



Traffic Analysis 

• 10-20% speed and reliability improvement 
goal for transit using Transit Signal Priority 
(TSP) 

 
• John and Madison will remain 4 lanes at the 

intersection due to high volumes.  
 
• Traffic analysis is also evaluating 3 vs. 4 lane 

at the Jackson intersection 
 
• Increased travel time for general purpose 

traffic of up to 1 minute northbound and 2 
minutes southbound from John to Rainer 

 
• This adjustment allows for a standard lane 

width (as opposed to the narrow lanes 
existing today); improved crossing distances 
and enhanced pedestrian environment 

 



Budget  
• What we have: $18.3M of local and federal funding 
 
• What we need: $19.5M to fund the corridor from John to Rainier 

as presented today 
 
• Filling the gap: SDOT is advocating for resources through the 

budget process and grants to fill the funding gap 
 
• The plan: Use existing funding to design the entire corridor and 

phase construction in order to provide the maximum time 
available to seek additional funds 

 
 



Schedule & Phasing 
Phase I -John to Jackson: 
Design - April 2013 to June 2014 
Construction – September 2014 
through September 2015 
  
Phase II -Jackson to Rainier: 
Design - April 2013 to September 2015 
Construction – December 2015 
through December 2016 
 
*Funding was recently received for 
transit improvements north of John 
Street to Roanoke, SDOT is in the 
process of scoping this section of the 
corridor.  

*
* 

* 



Audience Response System 
Instructions 

Voting with the Audience Response System 
 
 

To vote using the audience response system, choose the  
      letter that matches your answer.  You can only pick one letter  
      for each question, so choose the answer that best represents  
      your opinion (A, B, C, D, E, or F).  Do NOT use the big blue   
      button at the top of your remote! 



What is your favorite color? 
(Please select the best answer that applies)  

A. Red 
B. Green 
C. Yellow 
D. Blue 
E. All of the above 



Based on the information that we’ve 
presented today, do you feel this is a positive 
direction for the corridor?  

A. Yes 
 

B. No 
 

 



What is the most important consideration 
for the greenway to improve walking and 
bicycling? 
 

A. Making it easier to cross busy streets along the 
greenway 

B. Providing connections to 23rd from the greenway 
at Union, Cherry and Jackson 

C. Traffic calming along the greenway route 
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Which location do you prefer for the 
greenway? 
 A. 20th 

B. 21st  
C. 22nd  
D. Combination of the above 
E. Other 

Presenter
Presentation Notes




What type of art element(s) would you like 
best to enhance 23rd Avenue? 
 A. Sculpture (i.e. iconic, exterior)  

B. Lighting (i.e. fixtures, beacons)  
C. Functional art (i.e. benches, bike racks, 

tree pits) 
D. Integrated art (i.e. sidewalk inlays, 

hatch covers)  
E. Other 
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What is your race? 
 A. American Indian or Alaskan Native 

B. Asian/Native Hawaiian or Pacific 
Islander 

C. Black/African American 
D. White  
E. Multiple Races 
F. Other Race 
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Are you of Hispanic origin?  
 

A. Yes 

B. No 
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What is the primary language spoken 
in your home?  
 

A. English 
B. Spanish 
C. Vietnamese 
D. Cantonese 
E. Mandarin 
F. Af Somali 

Please see next slide if your language is not listed here 
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What is the primary language spoken 
in your home?  
 

A. Tagalog 
B. Korean 
C. Amharic 
D. Afaan Oromo 
E. Tigrinya 
F. Other Language (not listed) 
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What is your gender?  
 

A. Male 
B. Female 
C. Transgender 
D. Other 
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How old are you?  
 

A. Under 20 years of age 
B. 21-29 
C. 30-39 
D. 40-49 
E. 50-59 
F. 60 or older 
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Where you currently live, do you….?  
 

A. Own the home you live in 
B. Rent the home you live in 
C. Other 
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What zip code do you live in?  
 A. 98122 

B. 98144 
C. 98118 
D. 98112 
E. 98134 
F. Other 
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Q & A 
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What happens from 
here?  
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Thank You for your 
participation and your 

support. 
Please turn in your remote before exiting the venue. 
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