What is lane reconfiguration?

Lane reconfiguration is when SDOT changes the lane lines on a street, in this case from a street that has
two travel lanes in each direction to a street that has one travel lane in one direction and two travel
lanes in the other direction and bike lanes.

Why change the lanes on SW Admiral Way?

We are considering reconfiguring the lanes on SW Admiral Way to reduce speeds and the street better
for pedestrians and bicycles. The speed limit on SW Admiral Way is 30 mph, but average speeds are
significantly higher. Recently, SDOT installed radar speed feedback signs to help education drivers about
how fast they are actually going. Narrowing the space for motor vehicles has been shown to reduce
travel speeds while not decreasing the capacity of the street.

Why change the lanes now?
Now is a good time to reconfigure the lanes because:

e The Bicycle Master Plan, passed by the City Council in 2007, recommended bike lanes on this
corridor. Bicycle lanes are recommended on SW Admiral Way between SW Olga St to the West
Seattle Bridge on and off ramps. This project ranked high amongst other projects though out the
city.

e The city’s “Complete Streets” policy requires SDOT to consider all transportation modes when
we design a transportation project.

What factors did you consider?

e Volume—24,000 vehicle trips on an average day (2009)

e Speed — most of the cars travel at 44 mph up hill and 45 mph down hill (2000)

e Collisions— reviewed collisions over the last 3 years. No collision patterns exist for this stretch
of roadway.

e Transit and pedestrian access— 6 buses per hour in the morning, 5 in the evening (peak
direction).

e Freight needs—SW Admiral is not a major truck street.

e Bicycle needs—bike lanes are recommended in the Bicycle Master Plan.

e Parking— parking exists on the east side of the street, not heavily used except at the top of the
hill.

Aren’t there too many cars on Admiral for this to work?

The current average daily traffic on Admiral is roughly 24,000 motor vehicles each day. National studies
show that this level of traffic can be accommodated within the proposed 3-lane configuration.

How does SDOT know that reducing the number of lanes won’t decrease the capacity of the street?
That doesn’t make sense.

We agree it seems odd, but we have rechannelized 27 streets over the past 30 years, without reducing
capacity — a recent example is Fauntleroy Way SW.



What about safety?

Lane reconfiguration has been shown to reduce collisions and speeds. SW Admiral Way does have
higher than average speeds both up and down the hill. Reducing the downhill to one lane will help to
reduce speeds. Two lanes in the uphill direction will allow for passing.

I ride a bike along SW Admiral Way. How does this help me?

Reconfiguring the travel lanes on SW Admiral Way will allow SDOT to add bike lanes. On the downhill
SDOT plans toinstall a curb-side, 6 foot wide, bike lane with a 3 foot wide painted buffer between the
downhill travel lane and the bike lane. On the uphill side of the street, SDOT proposes to buffer the bike
lane from the travel lane with a ‘floating’ parking lane. A 3 foot wide buffer would be painted between
the parked cars and the bike lane to allow for a clear door zone area.

Will the right turn lane to SW Manning Street that connects to SW Avalon St be removed?

No, the turn lane will remain. Just south of SW City View St the roadway will split from one lane into two
travel lanes with sharrows (shared lane markings) in the downbhill direction. This will allow for one
through lane and one right turn lane.

Will parking be affected?

SDOT proposes to remove some underutilized parking space at the bottom of the hill to allow for a right
turn onto SW Manning St on the west side of the roadway and a buffered bike lane on the west side of
the street. Parking will remain as it is from just north of SW City View St and SW Olga St.

How is SDOT soliciting feedback?

SDOT distributed post cards to residences along SW Admiral Way inviting people to the public open
house. Flyers were posted at various businesses along SW Admiral Way and in the Admiral Business
District.

What is the timeline for this project?

SDOT will continue outreach to the community throughout the summer. Changes to the design will be
informed by community feedback. SDOT plans to release final designs by mid-August. We anticipate
project completion in September 2010.

How do | submit a comment?
Send your comments to walkandbike @seattle.gov or call 206-684-7583.




