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Common Vision with Existing Plans

The Mount Baker Town Center Urban Design Framework (2011)

A transit accessible “main street”

Gateways and landmarks reinforcing a Town Center

Complete network of sidewalks and bicycle infrastructure

Envisions

Town Center Concepts
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Franklin
High School

Mt Baker
Light Rail

Station

Art
SpaceUW

Laundry

High vehicle volumes
Narrow lanes
Stay consistent with
Bicycle Master Plan 

BIKE

Poor bus-to-rail connection
Issues with Mt. Baker
Transit Center
Personal safety at station 

TRANSIT

High traffic volume
and congestion
High number of auto crashes
Maintain driveway access

AUTO

FREIGHT
Heavy freight traffic on 
Rainier Ave. S.
Need improved reliability
for deliveries
Large turning radii required

Parking needs
Priority to retain and 
create jobs
More people and jobs
are expected

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

WALK

Pedestrian safety concerns
Limited sidewalk widths
Signal crossing times
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Guiding Principles

Improve access
to neighborhood destinations
for all transportation users

Respect the existing 
character and assets
of the neighborhood

Ensure diverse voices and 
traditionally underrepresented 
communities are heard and considered

To help make the area more walkable,
prioritize forms of transportation
in the immediate station area as follows:

Pedestrians/Bicyclists: Enhanced Safety and comfort 
Transit: Reliable and frequent
Freight: Maintain access and reliability
Auto: Calm and predictable

Establish the Mt Baker station area as

a neighborhood and
regional destination

Create a network
of streets, paths and open spaces

Mt. BakerAccessible



Early Concepts

• “Bowtie” one-way street plan

• Roundabout(s)

• Redistributing traffi c

• New “T” intersections

• Changing street types

• Adding and reducing lanes

Walk
Bike
Transit
Freight
TRAFFIC
Open Space

Minor Street Link Light Rail

Major Street Interior Connector Street

Olmsted Greenbelt

Mt. BakerAccessible

CONCEPTS TESTED 
INCLUDE:

SAMPLE FINDINGS
• Priority to motor 

vehicles - not for walk, 
bike and transit

• Diffi cult turning 
movements for freight

• Crossing distances

• Variations on 
confl uences of streets 
that create traffi c 
bottlenecks

• Property required

• Failed intersections

• Insuffi ciently addresses 
project’s “Guiding 
Principles”

LEGEND



Fixing the B
ottleneck for Im

proved Safety
M

t. B
aker

A
ccessible

The intersection of 
tw

o arterials creates a 
bottleneck.

1
Parallel streets have 12 
lanes of capacity.

2
3

The bottleneck reduces 
capacity. Signal at bottleneck 
allow

s only allow
s 1/2 of the 

traffi c at a tim
e and interrupts 

4
Elim

inate the bottleneck and 
restore capacity.

5
Enables lane reduction 
because of less delay and 
m

ore reliability.
6

Effi ciency gained w
ith 

space recovered from
 lane 

reduction could be used for 
w

alking, biking and transit.
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LEGEND

Rainier Ave. S. and 
MLK, Jr. Way S.

Intersection
• Long crossing distances
• Three signal phases create long wait times
• No crosswalks on south side
• Walk signal inconsistent
• Jaywalking
• Lack of walk route

Cheasty Blvd.
• No sidewalk
• Hanford Stairs incomplete
• Percieved personal safety issues

Pedestrian Bridge
• Too steep and not ADA accessible
• Loitering
• Perceived personal safety issues
• Maintenance

Sidewalks
• Most are too narrow
• Not enough area to wait at 

crossing signals
• Poor condition, inconsistent 

sufaces
• Barriers and obstructions

WALK
Bike
Transit
Freight
Traffi c
Open Space

Hanford Stairs

Pedestrian Bridge

Walking Routes for Transit 
Access to and from School

Not to Scale
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What it could look like...
WALK
Bike
Transit
Freight
Traffi c
Open Space

Redeveloped Arterial
Street

Walk/Bike/Transit/
and Emergency Vehicle
Priority Signal

New Local Street

Walking Routes for Transit 
Access to and from School
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PROPOSED1

1 EXISTING

Rainier Ave. S.

LEGEND

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
• Shorter crossing 

distances

• Direct and easy to 
navigate routes

• Less wait – fewer 
signal phases

• Ample space for 
safe movement and 
waiting

• Improved and 
protected sidewalks 
and cycle lanes

• All at-grade 
(no pedestrian 
bridge)

• Tree-lined 
streetscape

Crossing Distance

Crossing Distance
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N

Mt. BakerAccessible



Transit
Center

Franklin
High School

Fire
Station

S McClellan St

S Hanford St

S Hanford St

C
he

as
ty

 B
lv

d 
S

30
th

 A
ve

 S

29
th

 A
ve

 S

31
st

 A
ve

 S

25
th

 A
ve

 S

M
LK

 J
r W

ay
 S

Rainier Ave S

Rainier Ave S

M
LK

 J
r W

ay
 S

S Byron St

W
etm

ore Ave S

S Mt Baker Blvd

27
th

 A
ve

 S

S Forest St

S Horton St

S Delappe Pl

S Winthrop St

Mt Baker
Light Rail

Station

UW
Laundry

Lowe’s

QFC

RiteAid

FHS
Gyms

FHS
Track & Field

Starbucks

Existing Condition
Walk
BIKE
Transit
Freight
Traffi c
Open Space

LEGEND

Pedestrian Bridge

Bike Lanes

General Issues:
• Local destinations not 

served
• Regional routes not 

connected
• Minimal bike parking 

and facilities
• Confl icts with traffi c
• Vehicle speed

• Too steep, and too narrow to 
accomodate multiple users 

• Not designed for bicycles

• Sidewalks used by riders 
because of lack of facilities

• Cycle routes not identifi ed

Rainier Avenue S. 
• No bike lanes or protected paths
• Speed and congestion impact 

comfort

MLK, Jr. Way S.
• No bike lanes or protected paths
• Long signal process

Pedestrian BridgeNo Facilities

Not to Scale
N
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What it could look like...
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PROPOSED1

1 EXISTING

Rainier Ave. S.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
• Connected routes

• Well-buffered and 
protected paths

• More comfortable 
experience with 
separation from 
traffi c

• Bike parking and bike 
share facilities

LEGEND

Not to Scale
N
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Bus Stop Locations
• Transfers are challenging
• Need to be closer to light rail station
• Visibility issues
• Inconsistent surfaces, materials and 

features

Transit Center
• Location not ideal
• Not visible from rail station
• Potential development site

Mt. Baker Light Rail Station
• Community asset
• Could use access improvements, 

such as stairs at end of platform
• Station environment lacks activity

Bus Traffi c
• Three signal phases at MLK/

Rainier create long wait times
• Roadway network a challenge for 

bus circulation
• Speed and reliability issues 

Bus Stop and Route No.

Bus Routes

#

Pedestrian Bridge
Indirect Pedestrian 
Access Between
Transit Center and Light Rail 

Not to Scale
N
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What it could look like...

Potential Bus Layover

Transit Crossing Street

Bus Stop and Route No.

Bus Routes

#

T

Walk/Bike/Transit/
and Emergency Vehicle
Priority Signal
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PROPOSED1

1 EXISTING

Rainier Ave. S.

LEGEND

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
• Potential for new 

priority treatments 
including queue 
jumps and dedicated 
bus lanes

• Easier transfers

• Stops aligned with 
major pedestrian 
routes

• More space for 
amenities

• Better visibility of 
facilities

• Transit Center moved/
repurposed

Walk
Bike
TRANSIT
Freight
Traffi c
Open Space

Not to Scale
N
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LEGEND

Intersection Area
• No central open space exists
• Area dominated by asphalt, 

concrete and vehicular 
movements

• Need for central community 
open/landscape  space

S. Winthrop St. / Olmsted 
Greenbelt

• Community asset
• Gateway to the community
• Recreational potential not reached

Rainier Ave. S.
Streetscape

• Preserve trees as much as 
possible

• Some sidewalks upheaved by 
tree roots

Mt. Baker Blvd.
• Could use further enhancement 

and maintenance
• Auto dominated

Olmsted Greenbelt

Pedestrian Bridge

Dense Tree Canopy

Not to Scale
N
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What it could look like...
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PROPOSED1 1 EXISTING

2

PROPOSED2

Rainier Ave. S.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Way S.Rainier Ave. S.

Rainier Ave. S.

LEGEND

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
• A central public open 

space connecting 
transit with people 

• A walkable, bike 
friendly town center 

• New streets that are 
landscaped to enhance 
the multimodal 
environment

• Existing trees 
preserved where 
possible to maintain 
community identity

Not to Scale
N
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Walk
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Existing Condition

Major Truck Streets

Existing Traffic Signal

CONSIDERATIONS

• Both Rainier Ave. S. and 
MLK, Jr. Way. S. are Major 
Truck Streets, providing 
key connections to I-90 
and I-5

• Trucks are stuck in the 
congestion along with 
other traffi c

• Large trucks come and 
go from UW Laundry, 
Pepsi Bottling, Lowes, and 
Darigold Plant

Mt. BakerAccessible
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What it could look like...

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

• Both Rainier Ave. S. 
and MLK, Jr. Way 
remain major truck 
streets, providing key 
connections to I-90 
and I-5 

• Provides direct 
connection of north 
leg of Rainier Ave. S.  
with south leg of MLK, 
Jr. Way

• Adds truck turns 
between north and 
south legs of Rainier 
Ave. S. and MLK, Jr. 
Way at S Bayview 
ST., S. McClellan St., 
S Byron St. and S. 
Walden St.

• Corner radii to handle 
big trucks may need 
modifi cation at 
intersections

• Signals may need 
adjustment (timing) 
due to  more turning 
truck traffi c and to 
protect pedestrian 
movement

Major Truck Streets

Existing Traffic Signal

Possible New Traffic Signal
(requires further analysis)

Potential New Local Street

Transit Crossing StreetT
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Crashes in period 2010-2013*Notes:

City guideline for high crash locations is 10 or more per year at signalized 
intersections, or 40 or more in 4-year period.

* Included crashes involving people walking or biking.
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Existing Condition

CHALLENGE 

The bottleneck resulting 
from the intersection of 
Rainier Ave. S. and Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Way 
causes:
• Delayed and indirect 

walking
• Disconnected bike routes
• Poorly integrated transit 

operations
• Peak period congestion
• Ineffi cient, delayed and 

confusing bottleneck of 
traffi c for motorists

Through Traffic Lanes
During Signal Phase

#

Existing Traffic Signal

1 Rainier/MLK/Mt. Baker Blvd - 76
• Three phase signal
• Minimum walk crossing time
• Traffi c stacking 2 Rainier/McClellan - 65 

3 MLK/McClellan - 42

4 Rainier/Bayview - 34

5 MLK/Bayview - 18

6 Rainier/Forest - 16

1

2 3

4
5

6
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What it could look like...

ACTION

Eliminating the 
bottleneck intersection 
allows:
• More time and space 

assigned to people 
for walking, biking 
and using transit

• More room for 
livability features 
such as wider 
sidewalks and 
landscaping

• Predictable traffi c 
movement

• Simplifi ed traffi c 
signal operations

• Distribution of traffi c 
to the broader street 
network

Redeveloped Arterial
Street 

Walk/Bike/Transit/
and Emergency Vehicle
Priority Signal

Existing Traffic Signal

New Local Street

Through Traffic Lanes
During Signal Phase

Possible New Traffic Signal
(requires further analysis)

Potential New Local Street

#

Transit Crossing StreetT
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Protected Bike Lane
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(no driveways)

Transit and Emergency
Vehicles only

Franklin

High School

What it could look like...Sketch Concept

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
• Refl ects prioritized 

connections

• Restores traditional 
urban values

• Creates a coherent street 
network

• Supports redevelopment 
to the north and 
conservation to the south

• Reconnects the Olmsted 
Greenway

• Creates the desired 
destination Not to Scale N
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PHASE 1

Other Actions
• Improve traffi c 

signaling to shorten 
walk waiting time

• Clean up and 
organize signs

• Add sidewalks 
where missing 

• Repair sidewalks

• Landscape 
maintenance

• Manage parking

• Improve lighting 
where needed

Not to Scale
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Eastbound

20’
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EXISTING PROPOSED

Shorten existing crossing distances 
and increase signal waiting area by 
adding sidewalk area

1

Increase sidewalk width and perform 
repairs2

Clean and repair pedestrian bridge9

Replace lower Hanford Stairs and 
provide better lighting 8

Single left turn lane only heading 
south from MLK, Jr. Way S. onto 
Rainier Ave. S. (change existing 
combined through and left turn lane 
to through traffi c only)

7

Prohibit right turn heading north onto 
MLK, Jr. Way from Rainier Ave. S. 
during red light 

6

Change north lane of Mt. Baker Blvd.
to walk/bike only (see cross section 
below)

5

Increase sidewalk width from
8’ to 12’4

Increase crosswalk width from
10’ to 20’3

Activate Light Rail Station 
environment with more programmed 
events, market, bike share, outdoor 
concerts and other activities

10

9

Mt. Baker Boulevard
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PHASE 2

Other Actions
• Perform additional 

traffi c analyses

• Coordinate 
emergency
response
requirements
with the Fire 
Department

Transit Modifi cations:
Route 7 - Consolidate stops to one area on both sides of Rainier north of MLK
Route 8 - Re-route and move stop

Remove left turn lanes from MLK 
Way1

Change traffi c signal from three-
phase to two-phase2

Add a northbound left turn lane 
and new traffi c signal on Rainier at 
Hanford

9

Modify traffi c signal on MLK at 
Hanford to allow southbound left 
turns to eastbound Hanford

8

Add southbound left turn lane to 
MLK at Hanford7

Change southbound right turn lane 
on Rainier to bus lane only6

Remove northbound right turn lane 
on Rainier5

Increase sidewalk width or add bike 
lane4

New 20’ wide crosswalks 3

Modify traffi c signals at McClellan 
and to improve pedestrian crossing 
safety

10

These improvements are in 
addition to the Phase 1 projects

8

7

7

8

7 1

2

9

8

7

3

10

Verify/improve truck access 
and turning movements at key 
intersections throughout

11

Existing Stop to Remain

Existing Stop to be Relocated

Proposed Stop Location

#

#

#

Existing Route 7 to Remain

Existing Route 8 to be rerouted

Proposed Route 8

1
3 4

5

6

9

10

7

8
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