
What is the Westlake Cycle Track project? 
The Westlake Cycle Track is a project to design and build a cycle 

track along Westlake Avenue North between Lake Union Park and 

the existing Ship Canal Trail in front of Diamond Marina (south of the 

Aurora Bridge overpass).  

 

A cycle track, or protected bike lane, is physically separated from 

motor vehicle traffic and either separated or delineated from 

pedestrian traffic – it helps people on bikes access places safely and 

conveniently. 

Why a cycle track? 

The Westlake Cycle Track’s overarching goal is to improve safety for 

all modes of travel in the right-of-way. An additional goal is to improve 

accessibility, connecting northwest Seattle with Seattle’s fast-growing 

South Lake Union and downtown neighborhoods. Another is to further 

the City’s broader goal of having a safe bicycle route within a quarter 

mile of all residents.  

 

What are the project goals? 

Safety    Improve safety for bicycle riders, for pedestrians and 

 for motor vehicles. 

Connectivity Create a high-quality bicycle connection between 

 South Lake Union, Westlake and the Ship Canal 

 Trail.  

Equity  Improve opportunities for bicycle riders of all ages 

 and abilities.  

Livability  Support the Westlake, South Lake Union and 

 northwest Seattle communities by creating a 

 welcoming environment for business, recreation and 

 transit.  

Ridership  Increase amount and mode share of bicycles riding 

 on Westlake for commuters, residents, workers, and 

 tourists.  

The Westlake Cycle Track will be constructed within the 
publicly-owned 150-foot-wide City-owned right-of-way 
along Westlake Avenue North, between Lake Union 
Park and the Ship Canal Trail south of the Aurora Bridge 
overpass.  

March 2014 



What are the existing conditions on Westlake? 

In the Westlake corridor there are many travel modes sharing limited space: residential, business, recreational, tourism and 

freight traffic. The corridor is a designated Major Truck Street, with a City of Seattle commitment to retain four lanes until 

completion of the Alaskan Way Viaduct Tunnel Project. It is also a highly traveled commuter route.  

How will a design be identified?  

Mayor Ed Murray appointed a 13-member Design Advisory 

Committee representing a variety of interests to work with 

SDOT throughout the design process. The committee will 

provide SDOT with feedback as design of the Westlake Cycle 

Track develops. 

 

Planning History 

 Westlake Avenue North was the second-most requested 

facility for bicycle safety improvements in the 2007 

Bicycle Master Plan. 
 Seattle Parks Foundation’s Bands of Green Report led to 

the 2009 Cheshiahud Lake Union Loop Master Plan, 

which proposed improvements to Westlake. 
 Following the 2007 Bicycle Master Plan, the Seattle 

Bicycle Advisory Board indentified improvements to 

Westlake Avenue North on the list of top 15 bicycle 

project priorities. 
 In 2013, SDOT successfully procured grant funds for the 

project. 
 

Funding 

 The Westlake Cycle Track project has a planning level 

cost estimate of $3.6 million.  

 Funding is provided by a $1.7 million Puget Sound 

Regional Council grant, local funds and bonds. 

What is the project schedule?  

The project has three key phases: 

 Phase 1: Data collection and analysis, alignment 

evaluation and selection of a preferred alternative. Began 

in fall 2013 and expected to continue through summer 

2014. 

 Phase 2: Environmental review and final design of the 

preferred alternative. Expected to begin in 2014 and finish 

in 2015. 

 Phase 3: Construction of the cycle track. Expected to 

start in 2015. 

 

During late spring and early summer 2014, we will analyze 

possible alignments with the help of the Design Advisory 

Committee. We’ll hold a design open house in May to seek 

additional input from the broader community.  

 

We expect to hold an open house in September 2014 to 

share the resulting basic design. SDOT will recommend a 

preferred design before Phase 2 begins.  

For more information 
www.seattle.gov/transportation/wct.htm 

 

Project hotline: 206-909-8578 

Project email: WCT@seattle.gov 

Typical Westlake Avenue North cross-section, looking north – configuration varies 
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