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WELCOME TO CYCLING IN
SEATTLE!

Seattle is a great cycling city. We're recognized by the League of
American Bicyclists as a Bicycle Friendly Community. Our Bicycle
Master Plan calls for 450 miles of bike facilities by 2017.

Our Complete Streets policy ensures designs that accomodate
all users, including pedestrians and bicyclists.

BIKE SAFETY

Obey traffic laws! Bikes must be driven like other
vehicles if they are to be taken seriously by motorists.
Cyclists are required to follow the same traffic laws as
motorists.

Be careful at intersections. Most danger isn't behind
you, it's in front of you. Most collisions happen at
intersections. Avoid being in blind spots. Do not pass to
the right of stopped vehicles. In narrow lanes or slow
traffic it may be safer to take the whole lane.

Establish eye contact with motorists to ensure you are
being seen.

Beware of parked cars. Motorists may open car doors
unexpectedly. Ride in a straight line at least three feet
away from parked cars.

BIKE LAWS

A cyclist has all the rights and responsibilities of motor
vehicle drivers.

Use hand signals when turning.

Never ride against traffic. Ride with traffic to avoid collisions.

Brains are beautiful. Use a helmet—it's the law in Seattle. ‘ l H
Cyclists are allowed to ride single file or two abreast on ' g ET E : i . v' i 4B ] Be .
; - : 3

the street—but never more than two abreast.

Pedestrians rule! It's legal in Seattle for a cyclist to ride on
the sidewalk. Let's keep it that way by always yielding the
right-of-way to pedestrians, taking it slow and using a bell
or your voice before overtaking or passing any pedestrian.

Lighten up! Cyclists are required to wear reflectors and
lights at night.

All bicycles must have functional brakes.

Stop at stop signs. Feet down at red lights. Following the — _*
rules helps make a positive impact to the safety of our
streets. Oh, and it's the law!

Seattle Traffic Code can be searched at
clerk.ci.seattle.wa.us

BIKES ON PUBLIC
TRANSIT

Link Light Rail allows up to four bikes on each car.
Many stations and platforms provide covered bike racks
and bike lockers.

Metro and Sound Transit buses are equipped with bike
racks on the front of all buses.

SDOT installs hundreds of off-street bike racks each year. I _ _ ' Bicycles can be loaded or unloaded from trains and
SDOT has also started an on-street bicycle parking program buses at any Downtown Transit Tunnel station. Please
that replaces motor vehicle parking spots with bicycle . : use the elevators, not the stairs or the escalators. In
parking. addition, bikes can now be loaded and unloaded from
Each car-sized space will accommodate up to eight bikes. any bus at any bus stop—including the Ride Free
Area—during all hours of the day.

To request a bike rack, email bikeracks@seattle.gov.
Sounder commuter trains also provide bike facilities on

their trains, in their stations and on their platforms.
Amtrak Cascades provides bike storage aboard their
trains. You must make a reservation first.

Use extreme caution when crossing train tracks.

Downtown workers or residents may wish to become
members of Bike Port, a resource that provides secure
parking and other resources for bicycle commuters. For
more information, visit www.bikeport-seattle.org.
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SIGNED BIKE ROUTES

The Seattle Signed Bike Route System connects major

destinations throughout the city via trails, boulevards and -

residential or low volume arterial streets. We now have 30 « O?O Burke-Gilman Trail 4 Loop detectors tell the signal when a motor vehicle or

miles of signed bike routes and we plan to add 70 miles of new ( ) bicycle is waiting for the light to turn green. Bike-specific

signed bike routes per year. pavement markings indicate where to position the front O O
wheel in order to change the signal. I

GREEN BIKE LANES

You may see a portion of the bike lane painted green.

It's not Astroturf! This indicates that motorists should expect
to see hicyclists when their vehicle crosses the bike lane. It
also indicates to cyclists that they should expect vehicles to
cross the bike lane.

BIKE LANES

Some streets have a lane just for bicycles. Cars should not
drive in them, but may cross them to park or make turns.
Bicyclists may choose to ride in the bike lane or in another
travel lane as suits their safety needs.

To request bicycle detection at a traffic signal, email
traffic.signals@seattle.gov or call 206-684-ROAD

BIKE DOTS BIKE BOX

BIKE BOX

CLIMBING LANES SHARROWS

Seattle Department of Transportation

On streets with inclines where downhill cyclists may reach Sharrows are pavement markings reminding motorists to Bike dots are pavement markings for signed bicycle Bike boxes are green-colored areas at intersections that
the same speed as a motor vehicle or where the street expect to share the lane with cyclists. They are placed in routes. Unlike sharrows, bicycle dots are not intended to allow bicyclists to position themselves ahead of motor STOP HERE
is not wide enough for bike lanes on both sides, Seattle locations that usually provide enough space for cyclists to provide guidance on bicycle positioning but are a tool vehicle traffic. They are intended to prevent bicycle/car ‘(’!‘\
sometimes uses a bike lane in the uphill direction with avoid the “door zone" where car doors might open to promote wayfinding. collisions. In some locations there is a green bicycle k %
shared lane markings in the downhill direction. unexpectedly. lane approaching the box.
Let’'s get behind it.
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