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In Fall 2004, the Parking Enforcement Unit of the Seattle Police Department received requests
for enforcement regarding parking violations and improper use of an alley for loading and
unloading activities. The Making the Parking System Work program was engaged to assist in
providing a response.

The request focused on the first block of Howe Street (between Queen Anne Avenue N and 1st
Avenue N) and expressed concern about numerous parking violations and instances of improper
use of an alley for loading and unloading activities by people (staff, volunteers, and participants)
associated with the nearby Bethany Presbyterian Church. They also expressed concern about the
availability of enforcement resources to respond to the requests.

Staff from the Parking Enforcement Unit and the Making the Parking System Work program
investigated and then met with representatives from the church and with residents. Staff
determined the following:

1. The church does not have on-site parking mainly due its having been built near the turn
of the century (around 70 years ago). The Department of Planning and Development
permitted a variance in parking requirements when the church built an expansion of their
assembly hall, and the Hearing Examiner's ruling (dated November 29, 1993) provides a
summary of the variance and other issues regarding parking requirements for this site
(DCLU Application No. 9204028; Hearing Examiner File MUP-93-031).

2. The church has made and continues to make efforts to inform staff, volunteers, and
participants of the applicable parking regulations, and encourages them to park properly
and to be respectful of the surrounding residential neighborhood. Church efforts include:
posting a summary of the relevant parking regulations to the front porch of the three
buildings it owns which face Howe Street, and on an a-frame style sign placed in the yard
of the building nearest the mid-block alley on Howe Street; and periodically placing their
Parking Guidelines in the church bulletin and mailing a copy of the guidelines to
participants. Staff also note that it may be unreasonable to expect the church to be
responsible for the behavior of people who participate in its activities when they are not
on church property, such as when they are driving or parking on a public street.

3. The Parking Enforcement Unit has noted the ongoing requests for enforcement in the
area described, and, as resources allow, assigns enforcement personnel to patrol the area.
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On such occasions, Parking Enforcement Officers have issued citations for parking
violations, though this may not necessarily address all of the perceived violations that
have been described in various requests for enforcement. Citizens may call the non-
emergency police number (625-5011) to request enforcement when they see possible
parking violations.

4. Different understandings of activities permitted in the mid-block alley (between Howe
Street and Blaine Street) seemed to exist between residents and church representatives.
Curbspace Management staff in the Seattle Department of Transportation clarified the
following, based on relevant sections of the Seattle Municipal Code (SMC):

SMC 11.72.020 Alley.

"No person shall stand or park a vehicle except a commercial vehicle, a vehicle
displaying a valid commercial loading permit, or authorized emergency vehicle in
an alley."

SMC 11.74.010 Loading in alleys.

"No person shall stop, stand or park a commercial vehicle or a vehicle displaying a valid
commercial loading permit in any alley for any purpose or length of time other than the
expeditious unloading and delivery or pickup and loading of property and then in no case
shall such parking for loading and unloading of property exceed thirty (30) minutes."

SMC 11.14.115 Commercial vehicle.

"For purposes of this Code, the term "commercial vehicle" means (1) a "motor truck"

or "truck" except a passenger car or (2) a station wagon or van that has been permanently
modified to carry no more than three (3) seated passengers. Such vehicles shall be
properly licensed as a truck and shall have the name of the business to which the vehicle
is registered permanently displayed on both the left and right sides in letters no less than
two inches (2") in height."

In essence, a typical passenger vehicle may not stand, stop, park, or load or unload
passengers (or property) in an alley. Basically the only activity a typical passenger
vehicle is permitted is to drive through an alley (at an appropriate speed). Vehicles
with truck license plates or a Commercial Vehicle Permit may load or unload in an alley
for no more than 30 minutes.

5. Should someone see a possible parking violation or improper use of an alley, the remedy
available is to call the non-emergency police number (625-5011) to request enforcement.
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