City of Seattle

Department of Seattle Transportation 

Memorandum
To:
Harry Haslam, Assistant Local Program Engineer


Washington State Department of Transportation

From:
Urania Pérez, Senior Environmental Specialist SDOT 

Date:
August 27, 2004

Re:
Fremont Bridge Approach Replacement Project – Biological Assessment Update
The Seattle Department of Transportation is proposing some minor modifications to the Biological Assessment (BA), prepared by Herrera (April 2004), for the above mentioned project.  The ECS for this project will be submitted when all the discipline reports are approved. This memo is to provide you with additional information, related to the revised project description provided in the Biological Assessment.  

The Original Project Proposed to:

The proposed project components described in the BA included: bridge approach replacement, upgrading the bascule’s electrical and mechanical system, laying underwater cables, replacing the Maintenance and Operations shop, upgrading drainage and providing pedestrian and vehicle access routes. The entire construction period, including all the components, is anticipated to take approximately 34 months beginning in mid-2005. The project’s action area was defined in the BA as all areas within the construction limits, as well as adjacent and downstream areas where direct and indirect effects may occur during, and following construction. It also included indirect effects due to interrelated and interdependent activities. A full project description can be found in pages 6 through 19.

Proposed Additional Component of the Project:

The City is proposing several street improvements in the project area to help mitigate traffic impacts anticipated during the bridge reconstruction period, particularly along the detour routes, and to provide permanent traffic mobility improvements in the local community.  The overall study area for the construction mitigation measures and permanent improvements not associated with construction mitigation measures, is bounded by Stone Way/39th to the north, Phinney to the west, Aurora to the east, Queen Anne Drive to the south, and Nickerson Ave/3rd Avenue N. to the southwest.  This study area overlap with the original project boundaries as shown in attached Figure 1, Vicinity Map showing the action area, which encompasses 0.5 radius of potential disturbance from the bridge approaches  (refer to enclosed project map). The project components to be added are: 
Permanent Improvements

· Permanently remove northbound left-turn at Fremont Avenue North/North 34th Street (AM Peak and PM Peak).  It is important to note that currently, there is a left-turn restriction for northbound left-turns at Fremont Avenue North/North 34th Street during the PM peak.  The analysis assumed that this restriction is maintained during both the AM and PM peak hours.    

· Permanently remove eastbound left-turn to northbound Fremont Avenue at North 35th Street.  The “through” movement from Fremont Place North to North 35th Street will be maintained.

· Permanently extend eastbound left-turn at Fremont Place North/Evanston Avenue North/North 36th Street.

· Permanently add signal at Fremont Place North/Evanston Avenue North/North 36th Street.

· Permanently add signal at Fremont Avenue North/North 36th Street.

· Permanently add signal at SR-99 Northbound On & Off-Ramp/Bridge Way/North 38th Street. 

· Reconfigure Evanston Avenue North to two-way traffic, south of North 36th Street (permanently after construction period).

· Permanently allow left-turn movement for Northwest Fremont Way to southbound Fremont Avenue (Fremont Way/Fremont Avenue North/North 39th Street intersection).

· Permanently add a signal at Stone Way/39th Avenue North.

· Upgrade existing signal at Bridge Way North/Stone Way.

Temporary Improvements

· Temporarily remove one westbound left-turn lane at Fremont Avenue North/North 34th Street.

· Temporarily remove one eastbound right-turn lane at Fremont Avenue North/North 35th Street.

· Temporarily remove one westbound  travel lane on North 34th Street,  between Stone Way and Fremont Ave North.

In addition, traffic controllers will be upgraded, and traffic signals will be interconnected and upgraded within the study area mentioned above.   
 Impact on ESA Effect Determination

The project will not change the ESA effect determination for any portion of the Fremont Bridge Approach Replacement Project, because the proposed project changes will have no effect on listed species for the following reasons:

· The action area for aquatic species for these additional project activities is limited to the project area because: No in-water work will occur, no new impervious surface will be added, and no increase in stormwater will occur.  To ensure that no sediment will leave the site and enter Elliott Bay or Lake Washington, the list of Best Management Practices described in the BA will be implemented.  The proposed project changes will have no effect on Chinook salmon, bull trout, bald eagle, and Coho salmon.
· The action area for bald eagles for these activities encompasses a 0.5-mile radius.  Because no heavy equipment will be used for this project, noise levels will not exceed ambient levels at this site.  
Additional supporting documentation: A “No Effect” letter was prepared in July 2003, for improvements at 38th Street at Bridge Way, near Aurora Avenue in Seattle. The NE letter and related ECS were approved by WSDOT in September 2003. Attached is a copy of the Endangered Species Act Determination of Effect for North 38th Street Safety Improvements project as supporting documentation.    As shown in Figure 1 of this NE letter, the action area for this project overlaps also with the Fremont Bridge project, but extends 0.5 radius from the SR 99/38th Street northbound On and Off ramps intersections. It covers a larger area beyond the study area mentioned above for the proposed traffic improvements related to the Fremont Bridge project. This NEL supplements the BA prepared in April 2004, for the Fremont Bridge Approach Replacement project. The improvements at the SR-99 Northbound On & Off ramps/Bridge Way/N 38th Street ,are proposed now as permanent improvements for the Fremont Bridge area street improvements to mitigate impacts during construction.

Interrelated and Interdependent Activities (additional information)

SDOT is now proposing a separate project called the Bridge Way/Fremont Circulation Plan, which will implement permanent improvements (mainly signal upgrades), at several traffic signals within the Fremont and Queen Anne communities, from 40th Avenue North (north) to Stone Way (east) to 3rd Avenue West (west), and to Nickerson Street (south).  Construction for this project will start in the mid-2005. 

The traffic mitigation plan proposed for the approach replacement project overlaps with the project mentioned above. The main difference is that Bridge Way/Fremont Circulation project proposes permanent improvements (under a separate grant), and the approach replacement project proposes improvements that are mainly temporary. A separate ECS (NEPA CE/SEPA CE) will be prepared for this proposal this fall.

If you require additional information, please contact me, at (206) 684-5150, or via email, at urania.perez@seattle.gov
Thanks in advance for your help!

UP:sb

 Attachment:  Figure 1 from the Fremont Bridge Approach Replacement project BA

NE letter prepared for the North 38th Street Project

cc:  Rob Gorman, SDOT

      Jim Young, SDOT

      Sandy Gurkewitz, SDOT

      Jan Nelson, SDOT

      Mary Pfender, SDOT
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