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Seattle Department of Client Assistance Memo
Transportation 

LEGAL DISCLAIMER: This Client Assistance Memo (CAM) should not be used as a substitute for codes and regulations. The applicant is 
responsible for compliance with all code and rule requirements, whether or not described in this CAM. 

Calculating Areas and 
Fees for Temporary Use 
of the Right-of-Way 
 

I. Introduction

II. Fees/Service Charges

 Issuance Fee

 Review/Inspection Fees

 Use Fee

III. How we calculate use fees

 Amount of Area











 Duration
Please see the current fee schedule for up-to-date 
issuance fees (http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/
docs/stuse/SDOT_Street_Use_Permit_Fee_ 
Schedule.pdf).

Review and inspection time is charged at an hourly rate.
Please see the current fee schedule for up-to-date review
and inspection fees (http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/
docs/stuse/SDOT_Street_Use_Permit_Fee_Schedule.pdf).
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 Type of Street









IV. How to minimize use fees

 Working with Street Use staff























o

o



o

o




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 Working with your Inspector









V. Projects with Street
Improvements









VI. Sample Site Plans and Example
Use Fee Calculation Worksheets
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Site Plan Template 
Example A – Basic Use 

Template Conditions 
*Same square footage

*Same type of Street

Result 
*Use fees escalate according to the fee
schedule

Planting Strip

Seattle Department of Transportation
700 Fifth Avenue | Suite 2300 | PO Box 34996 | Seattle, Washington 98124-4996

PERMIT NUMBER

_______________

Space
Square Footage
Type of street
Start Date
Duration

A
860

Arterial

March 20, 2008

300 days

Description of Use

STREET USE SITE PLAN TEMPLATE

EXAMPLE A

**A scaled site plan is required if more than 3 separate spaces are needed for Use 

B
n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

C
n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Sidewalk

Alley

Roadway

Curb

Right of Way

Republican Street 

Space “A”

860 total sf

W
 =

 1
0

L = 86

March 20 / 300 days
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Use Fee Estimation Worksheet 
Example A – Basic Use 

Arterial 
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Site Plan Template 
Example B – Intermittent Use: Same Street Type 

Template Conditions 
*Same square footage

*Same type of street

Result 
*Use fees escalate according to the fee schedule
*Use fees may reset at lowest rate if ROW is completely
unoccupied for 10 or more days
- must be verified by Street Use inspector
- permittee responsible for obtaining verification

Seattle Department of Transportation
700 Fifth Avenue | Suite 2300 | PO Box 34996 | Seattle, Washington 98124-4996

PERMIT NUMBER

_______________
STREET USE SITE PLAN TEMPLATE

EXAMPLE B

Sidewalk

Planting Strip

Alley

Roadway

Curb

Right of Way

Republican Street 

Space “A”

860 total sf

W
 =

 1
0

L = 86

Space
Square Footage
Type of street
Start Date
Duration

A
860

Arterial

March 20, 2008

30/30/20 days

Description of Use

**A scaled site plan is required if more than 3 separate spaces are needed for Use 

B
n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

C
n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

March 20 / 30 days
April 19 / ROW unoccupied for 5 days
April 24 / 30 days
May 24 / ROW unoccupied for 12 days
June 5 / 20 days
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Use Fee Estimation Worksheet 
Example B / Part 1 – Intermittent Use 

Arterial 
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Use fee Estimation Worksheet 
Example B / Part 2 – Intermittent Use 

Arterial 
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Site Plan Template 
Example C – Shifting Use on Same Type of Street 

Template Conditions 
*Same square footage

*Same type of Street

Result 
*Use fees escalate according to the fee schedule
*Use fees may reset at lowest rate
-same square footage continuously occupied

Seattle Department of Transportation
700 Fifth Avenue | Suite 2300 | PO Box 34996 | Seattle, Washington 98124-4996

PERMIT NUMBER

_______________STREET USE SITE PLAN TEMPLATE

EXAMPLE C

Space
Square Footage
Type of street
Start Date
Duration

A
860

Non-Arterial

March 20, 2008

500 days

Description of Use

**A scaled site plan is required if more than 3 separate spaces are needed for Use 

B
n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

C
n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Sidewalk

Planting Strip

Alley

Roadway

Curb

Right of Way

Space “A” will move along Republican 

Street then shift to Minor Ave N

Space “A”

860 total sf

W
 =

 1
0

L = 86

March 20 / 300 days

M
ay 11 / 200 days

Harrison Street 

M
inor A

ve N
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Use Fee Estimation Worksheet 
Example C – Shifting Use on Same Type of Street 

Non-Arterial 
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Site Plan Template 
Example D– Intermittent Use: Shifting between Different Street Types 

Template Conditions 
*Two separate spaces identified
- same square footage for each space
*Type of street changes

Result 
*Use fees escalate according to the fee schedule
for each separate space
*For each separate space, use fees are applied
only for the time ROW is occupied
*Use fees do not reset at lowest rate
-calculation picks up where they left off

Planting Strip

Seattle Department of Transportation
700 Fifth Avenue | Suite 2300 | PO Box 34996 | Seattle, Washington 98124-4996

PERMIT NUMBER

_______________
STREET USE SITE PLAN TEMPLATE

EXAMPLE D

Space
Square Footage
Type of street
Start Date
Duration

A
860

Arterial

February 1, 2008

60 days

Description of Use

**A scaled site plan is required if more than 3 separate spaces are needed for Use 

B
860

Non-Arterial

March 2, 2008

40 days

C
n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Sidewalk

Alley

Roadway

Curb

Right of Way

Republican Street 

Space “A”

860 total sf

W
 =

 1
0

L = 86

S
p

a
c

e
 “

B
”

8
6

0
 to

ta
l s

f

B
oren A

ve N
 

February 1 / 30 days
March 22 / 20 days
April 21 / 10 days

M
arch 2

/ 20 days
A

pril 6 / 20 days
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Use Fee Estimation Worksheet 
Example D - Shifting Use between Different Street Types 

Arterial 
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Use Fee Estimation Worksheet 
Example D - Shifting Use between Different Street Types 

Non- Arterial
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Site Plan Template 
Example E – Variable Size, Start Dates and Durations 

Template Conditions 
* Variable square footage
* Same type of street
*Staggered start dates with variable
durations

Result 
*Use fees escalate according to the

fee schedule for each separate space
*Use fee starts at lowest rate for each additional
separate space identified

Seattle Department of Transportation
700 Fifth Avenue | Suite 2300 | PO Box 34996 | Seattle, Washington 98124-4996

PERMIT NUMBER

_______________
STREET USE SITE PLAN TEMPLATE

EXAMPLE E

Space
Square Footage
Type of street
Start Date
Duration

A
100

Non-Arterial

March 20, 2008

90 days

Description of Use

**A scaled site plan is required if more than 3 separate spaces are needed for Use 

B
200

Non-Arterial

April 15, 2008

60 days

C
50

Non-Arterial

May 14, 2008

20 days

Sidewalk

Planting Strip

Alley

Roadway

Curb

Right of Way

March 20 / 90 days

Space “A”

100 total sf

W
 =

 1
0

L = 10

Space “B”

200 total sf

Space “C”

50 total sf

W = 10 x L = 20 W = 10 x L = 5

Harrison Street 
April 15 / 60 days May 14 / 20 days
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Use Fee Estimation Worksheet 
Example E – Variable Size, Start Dates and Durations 

Non-Arterial / Space A 
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Use Fee Estimation Worksheet 
Example E – Variable Size, Start Dates and Durations 

Non-Arterial / Space B 
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Use Fee Estimation Worksheet 
Example E – Variable Size, Start Dates and Durations 

Non-Arterial / Space C 




