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)PROJECT BACKGROUND


20th Ave NW is a collector arterial street running north to south in the Ballard Neighborhood. The street connects a largely residential area with the Ballard Business District. The posted speed limit is 30 MPH. There is no transit service on the street. The street is not a designated freight route. 20th Ave NW is between two arterial streets, to the east of the principal arterial 15th Ave NW (without bicycle facilities) and the minor arterial 24th Ave NW to the west (with bike lanes). Traffic volumes and turning movements along the corridor are low (see below). Parking is on both sides of the street and is not restricted within the project limits. 

20th Ave NW between NE 65th St and NW Market St connects the Ballard Business District to the residential neighborhood; there are both single family homes and multifamily housing with apartments and condos to the north. In addition to housing, there are multiple businesses and churches on the corridor. The Boy’s and Girl’s Club is located on the east side of 20th Ave NW between NW 63rd St and NW 64th St. A signed bicycle route crosses 20th Ave NW at NW 57th St.

 (
N
)The impetus for this project, to be constructed in 2011, came from the Bicycle Master Plan. This project ranked high among other projects though out the city. The Bicycle Master Plan, passed by the City Council in 2007, recommends bike lanes on this corridor. This recommendation is consistent with the Crown/Hill Ballard Neighborhood Transportation Plan (in the neighborhood plan) which recommends the installation of bike lanes on 20th Ave NW. The Bridging the Gap Levy, passed by Seattle voters, provides funding for the project.
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PROPOSAL

[image: ][image: ] The Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) is reconfiguring 20th Ave NW between NW Market St and NW 65th St.  

· There will be no changes to the existing on-street parking 
· The travel lanes will be slightly wider
· There will be greater separation between the travel lanes and on street parking
· Bicycle lanes in each direction will be installed
· The center turn lane will be removed
See the illustrations to the right for the revised lane configuration.
 

DATA AND ANALYSIS 
 (
Traffic Volumes and Speed on 20
th
 Ave NW
)
	Location:
20th Ave NW
	Date
	Direction
	AM Peak
Hour
	PM Peak
Hour
	ADT*
	ADT* Total
	85th%
	% over posted (30 MPH)

	South of NW 65TH
	Feb 2011
	Northbound
	No peak
	301
	2452
	
	28
	24%

	South of NW 65TH
	Feb 2011
	Southbound
	198
	194
	2443
	4895
	30
	

	North of NW Market
	July 2010
	
	
	
	
	7414
	
	


SDOT has conducted traffic volume, speed and turning movement studies as well as reviewed collision data from the past three years along the corridor.  

The Average Daily Traffic (ADT) volume varies along the corridor with the greater volumes toward NW Market St (approximately 7,500 vehicles per day) and less volume toward NW 65th St (approximately 5,000 vehicles per day).  

The posted speed limit is 30 miles per hour (mph) with the vast majority of motorists traveling at the posted speed limit.

 (
*
 
ADT: Average Daily Traffic 
)Peak hour turning movement studies were conducted at two locations along 20th Ave NW; NW 57th St and NW 60th St.  The highest demand was to and from west approach of NW 57th St.  These turning volumes, along with the low number of cars traveling on 20th Ave NW allow for the opportunity to improve bicycle access along the street without affecting traffic flow or inhibit access to residential side streets.  

[image: ] (
Turning Movement 
Volumes
 on 20
th
 Ave NW to and from Side Streets
 at peak hour
)With the low volume and low speed, the three analysis of traffic collisions along the corridor (January 2008 – January 2011) revealed there were 23 collisions (or less than 8 per year).  The majority were limited to property damage only with injury collisions accounting for 25% of the crashes.  There were not any pedestrian or bicycle crashes during this time period between NW Market St and NW 65th St.
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Turning Movement Volumes on 20th Avenue NW to and from Side Streets at Peak Hour
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