STONEWAY CONCRETE

The Honorable Raymond H. LaHood
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Mercer Corridor Project TIGER grant application
Dear Secretary LaHood,

My name is David Alston. | am the Vice President & General Manager of Stoneway Concrete.
Stoneway is a local, family owned concrete supply business that has operated in the Seattle
metro area since 1928. | am writing to you to strongly express my support for the funding of the
Mercer Corridor Project in Seattle.

Each year Stoneway delivers approximately 30,000 truckloads of ready mixed concrete to a
multitude of construction projects in the Downtown Seattle marketplace. Each year 15,000 of
those deliveries are greatly impacted by the “Mercer Mess”. Concrete is a widely used, structural,
and perishable building material. By standard, we have 90 minutes to deliver our goods fo our
customers. Due to stalled traffic on I-5 & clogged city streets; the “Mercer Mess” makes it more
and more difficult for businesses like Stoneway Concrete to deliver products to the South Lake
Union area. As you may now understand, the traffic issues in this area dramatically impact our
business and our ability to bring much needed construction materials to a vital area of our city.

This Mercer Corridor is a critical and essential route for delivery of our materials to the numerous
private and public projects in this rapidly growing area. The Mercer Corridor Project is an
important piece in keeping people, goods, and services moving in Seattle. With Federal Recovery
Act funding, we have the opportunity to create a livable, walkable community, and to improve
mobility and access in rapidly developing areas of Seattle's City Center. If the Mercer Corridor
Project is not completed, thousands of jobs may be at risk. Employers will be unlikely to expand
their operations without the infrastructure improvements needed to support this growth. These
delays to freight and commuter mobility reduce productivity and add to our overhead costs.

Thank you in advance for your consideration and support of this project.

Respectfully Your§,

David A. Alston

Vice President/General Manager
Stoneway Concrete Co,

9216 - 8th Ave. So,

Seattle, WA 98108
425-226-1000
dalston@stonewayconcrete.com

cc: Senator Patty Murray Senator Maria Cantwell
Representative Jim McDermott Governor Christine Gregoire
Mayor Greg Nickels Council President Richard Conlin
mld
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