
 

 

Westlake Cycle Track Open House Public Comments 

 

Project staff transcribed all written public comment forms collected at the Westlake Cycle Track Open 

House on May 21, 2014, and combined these with the online comment forms collected in the two weeks 

following the open house. All 232 public comments received are displayed below. Commenters’ contact 

information was removed to protect privacy. 



Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Having safe bike/walk ways where people are separated from vehicular traffic is a must! More and more
people are commuting to work every day, riding for fun, or wanting to ride their bike to the park to fly a
kite with the kids or have a picnic. A safe riding connection along Westlake is vital. I fully support a lane
separated connection for bicyclists and pedestrians. Please do not delay this project. Build it now!

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Glad to see Seattle semi-embracing bikes... Hopefully we'll see many more such projects in the future.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I routinely frequent 3 separate businesses along the route of the Westlake Cycle Track (one of them,
Safe N Sound, every week), and park in the lot. I also ride my bike there. I don't find the current parking
situation to be onerous, so losing a few parking spots should not be all that bad. But I do feel that it's
probably the most dangerous place I ride on a regular basis, which is unfortunate. If there were a bike
path, I would let my kids ride their bikes to swimming, but right now it's just not safe enough. I support the
project.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I work full time in the Lake Union building. I bike to work from Ballard through this corridor about 50% of
the time and drive the other 50%. I also walk the corridor during the day.

1. The current situation is untenable; it is absolutely critical to develop a cycle path that separates bikes,
pedestrians, and cars. Maintaining the status quo is not an option.

2. Maximizing the number of parking spaces and access for residents, employees, and visitors is
important, too. Consider creative designs such as one-way driving lanes and consolidation of dumpsters
to maximize parking.

3. Currently, delivery vehicles and garbage trucks are large because they can be. But if the dedicated
delivery lanes go away, the delivery firms will adapt by sending smaller vehicles, so don't let the current
use dictate the design.

4. My observation is that this corridor is increasingly being used as a "park-and-ride" lot for folks heading
to other areas by bus or on foot. This must be controlled by RPZ permits for residents/workers.

Thanks

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

As someone who has spent a lot of time commuting to Seattle for work, and also for outside activities,
both by car and transit - you should know that the less friendly you make it to come there for activities -
the fewer people DO and WILL come there for activities. I DO NOT AGREE in these economic times with
spending money which will drive people away from downtown, and cause businesses to go out of
business. Bicycles are NOT LICENSED, and the drivers of those vehicles are NOT LICENSED FOR
BICYCLE USE. They pay no fees toward creation of those lanes. when your streets are totally up to
date, all aged bridges replaced, etc. - THEN you maybe could spend on bicycle paths. But only then, and
only when the riders are contributing toward the cost of them. And never where they will cause
businesses to close. Its clear from the road projects in downtown right now, that no one is thinking these
things through, and the impacts they will have. Just look at the even bigger mess you have made of
Mercer as a example, and the tunnel.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I am a boater and a novice cyclist, meaning I'm old and slow. I would be more apt to ride my bike to
businesses along Westlake and ride with my child if there was a safe way to do so. Right now riding
through the parking lot is scary, and not safe for anyone.

I fully support the city building this cycle track, and hope the take into consideration that the public right of
way belongs to everyone, not just business owners who always think their voice matters more. I
encourage SDOT to consider the route that is the safest for all involved, and conforms to national
standards for speed and safety.
Your study of parking indicates that while free parking is not always available, inexpensive paid parking
is. Parking should be the last thing considered when it comes to right of way usage.

Please don't let those who speak loudest be the only ones heard.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

The Westlake Av N ROW is not large enough for the present configuration, much less to accommodate a
dedicated, isolated cycle track.

Just on the east side of the ROW there are nearly 300 separate businesses with as few as one and as
many as 100 employees who use the parking areas all day.

There are 1,200 boat slips, most of which are not visible from the parking areas, all of which need vehicle
access for a variety of reasons year-round.

Additionally there are residents on 65 floating homes and residents on many of the 1,200 boats as well.

Further,there are innumerable deliveries to all of the above users from morning to night.
There are dozens of mobile businesses which drive into the ROW to service not only the boats, marinas
and docks, but the myriad offices and restaurants too.

The there are the customers who come to do business all along the ROW who must contend with the
thousands of Argosy Tours customers and their buses, the thousands of Kenmore Air passengers, the
US Customs traffic, the hotel patrons who are forced to park in the ROW because the hotel has 50
spaces for 243 rooms and none for there restaurant or conference areas.

Since there are all of the usual utilities (water, gas, electrical power,telephone, cable TV/Inter net, storm
drains, sewer and sewer pumping stations) under the ROW, there are often large service trucks blocking
parts of the ROW because the accesses are in the
middle of the parking areas.

The parking are set for "cars" but there is a large percentage of oversize, long trucks in the ROW all day
and At night as well.

We are hearing some cyclists say they need a comfortable and predictable route through the Westlake N
ROW. Comfort is s subjective term. Most of our neighbors are afraid and refuse to ride their bicycles on
the Burke-Gillman Trail for fear of being run down by fearless Spandex-Speeders who terrorize older and
younger folks who want a safe and comfortable route to ride.

Westlake is different in that there are dozens of competing uses incompatible with a
perceived comfortable and predictable separated bike route. There is no room left. It is all in use all day
every day by interests who are dependent on the waterfront location and thus cannot move.

Bicycle traffic now moves through the ROW, but not without having to share the space with all the other
users. The only real problem is a few of the transiting cyclists assume there is no legitimate travel other
than theirs and rid as fast as possible, weaving wildly through, in front of, behind, around cars, trucks,
dock carts, hand-trucks, tourists and every one else who is using the ROW.

Collisions in the ROW are the result of inattention and failure to yield. It is everyone's responsibility to be
safe, rules, laws, signs, and lines on pavement do not help those who ignore them.

The only workable solution is to slow the cyclists to the same speed as the rest of the users. Simple.

I have ridden a bicycle in Seattle for sixty-three years and have not had a collision.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Safe bike routes are vital for accomplishing the goal of zero deaths! We need all ages & abilities facilities
now.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I am a physical therapist with a clinic on Westlake Ave N. I am also a biker (but not bike commuter).
While I acknowldge the need for a dedicated bike lane along this corridor, I am very concerned on the
impact of this cycletrack on the parking in this area. In our 3 buildings (Harbormaster Suites), there are
many clinicinas who see clients with the main method of transportation to their appointmens is via car. I
know for my own business, I have seen a reduction in clients who could only access me via Metro, b/c
service was cut to the area. These clients are not able to walk down the hill from Dexter, or walk blocks
from Fremont or SLU to get to my office. I have clients who come from all over the city, Eastside,and
even Bainbridge and Vashon Islands. Parking is vital for my clients who just had surgery, or acute
injuries. The need for a bike lane is not refuted as I have seen a significant increase in traffic along
westlake ave at early, around 6a, and late around 730p (the hours I am in the office) over the last few
years. With the tunnel going in and the changes in traffic patterns that will undoubtably occur b/c of
access to the tunnel for N QA, Magnolia, and Ballard residents, this corridor, I believe, will be an even
busier road. How do we compromise to the businesses and the residents in the area. I believe taking out
the parking parallel to the businesses is a viable option. Although it does not extend the full length of
Wesltake, I believe it can become a prominent part of the cycletrack without impacting parking as much.
Right now, I see many people park in the free spots and get on the bus. Can we reduce this by making it
all paid (although, not as beneficial to me as a business owner who needs in/out priveleges). Can we
limit the amount of time boaters can park before moving their cars? The property managers in my
building, at this time, are asking people to renew with 5 year leases (with options to get out at 3, 4, and 5
years). This would ensure they would have tenants staying thru the construction period. Unfortunately,
with major construction and a possible significant decrease in parking, my business would not survive. I
will be forced to move before hand.
Thank you for these opportunities to have our concerns heard. I realize a cycetrack, in some form will go
in, but please be cognizant that many businesses will be forced to move from these areas b/c of lack of
parking and sufficient public transportation (which I have seen has impacted my business).
On ths side, peaking for the Lake Union Crew Boathouse that just signed a 20 year lease towards the
north side of the Westlake and with whom I do a lot of business with, any reduction in parking will
severely impact the ability to load a trailer full of long crew boats, as well as impact their members ability
to practice in the mornings, late afternoons, and evenings.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

PLEASE DO NOT TAKE MORE OF OUR PARKING AWAY IN WESTLAKE. I STAY ON A FRIENDS
BOAT SOMETIMES IN THE MARINA AND I SOMETIMES RIDE MY BIKE AND NEVER HAVE A
PROBLEM RIDING DOWN LOT OR ON BIKE/WALKWAY AND I SOMETIMES DRIVE AND REALLY
NEED THE PARKING, AND REALLY DON'T KNOW WHAT I WILL DO IF YOU TAKE IT AWAY FROM
US.

IT WORKS GREAT AS IT IS WHY CHANGE IT?
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

re:
I work in SLU and I know that more & more workers in that neighborhood are desperate for parking
(driven out of the SLU bcz of high price parking & no availability). So they driving further north to the
marina lots & parking there all day in 10 hour spots. The city should figure out a way to deter this or the
workers will overrun the already limited parking in the marina.
I've heard residents & business owners voice concern over lost parking spots, which I'm sympathetic to.
The permits are one option for those folks but its not the best solution, esp as they are overrun by the
SLU workforce.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

OK, here's my idea:
I think I have the answer given my feeble brain and total frustration with the current situation. FYI,my
dogs and I have been hit THREE times FROM BEHIND by speed demon cyclists from Hell coming from
out of nowhere!!! This has got to stop. And I'm a cyclist as well.

I propose the cycle track be placed where the EXISTING paid parking spaces are on the East side of the
parking lot...not the parallel ones by the building, but the ones directly adjacent to the planted medians
where the trees and scrubby shrubs are currently. I DO NOT WANT TO LOSE THESE PLANTED
AREAS as they add charm and character, which is part of the reason people love walking and cycling
along this route. In addition, I would take ALL of the free parking and make it paid parking. We do not
need free parking in this area along the lake. I live at 1800 Westlake and have my business at 1836. My
clients pay for parking all the time and have no problem doing that. This would eliminate the loss of
revenue from removing the paid parking along the interior track. I would keep the parallel parking along
the sidewalk to help buffer pedestrians from the cycle track and the parking lot. I would also keep the
access lane along the building for deliveries and access to parallel spaces. If possible, I would add a
single parallel line of parking spaces on the West side of this proposed location of the track, but if that's
not feasible, at least turning all of the free parking spaces to paid would offset the loss of the paid spaces
in the center where the cycle track would be located. This concept would also eliminate the problem of
traffic approaches FROM Westlake into the parking lot, because the cars wouldn't have to cross the
cycle track until they were INSIDE the parking lot itself...a much better place to slow down and observe
approaching cyclists from both directions. Everyone keeps thinking the track should be located where the
free parking is and I think this is a bad idea on SO many levels...people will die...period. This concept
seems like a no-brainer to me...I hope you agree.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I filled out a paper comment card already supporting the full cycletrack proposal, but I just wanted to say
THANK YOU SDOT! I was taken aback by the radical opposition to such a wonderful (and already
funded) project. Thank you guys so much for moderating in that toxic environment and for all that you do
on a daily basis. You have so many people supporting you and many that truly appreciate your hard
work! There is plenty of room to safely move ALL users, and I think you've got some great ideas already.
Keep up the great work!
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Communication ( 5/22/2014 )

AASHTO says ordinary adults, not fit enthusiasts, bicycle at 8 to 15 mph on level ground.

A 10 mph design speed is not safe or suitable for an all-ages-and-abilities facility and does not comply
with any of the standards cited in your background documentation (AASHTO, CROW, London, etc.)

A 10 mph design speed imposed on a facility whose intended users are documented to travel
significantly faster than that will cause accidents for which the City will likely be held liable, given a
well-documented decision to ignore standards.

Communication ( 5/22/2014 )

I am a 3-4 times a week bike commuter, 1-2 times a week driver who works along Westlake Ave N (PJ
McHuch building). I am in full support of a dedicated bike path/seperated bike facilities. Frankly it just
makes sense to connect downtown and Fremont with a hill-free route for bikes.

Right now the trail/parking lot is a free for all with no clear indication for where each mode of
transportation should be. I've been yelled at for riding in the parking lot, though frankly I think that is the
only logical place to ride right now (street too busy, sidewalk too narrow and has 90 degree blind turns).

Please pay attention to the transition at the south end of the trail/bike path, right now it just sort of peters
out at the SLU park, with not clear direction for where you should continue your journey.

Thanks, and I hope that parking interests don't derail this exciting project.
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Communication ( 5/22/2014 )

Hi there,

I was not able to attend the Open House but I reviewed the materials posted here, as well as read the
posts of local bloggers who attended. I consider myself a Stakeholder in this Westlake cycle track, even
if the so-called Westlake Stakeholders Group would not consider me as such. I bike through the
Westlake parking lot between 4 and 8 times per week as part of a regular bicycle commute. I've been
doing so for several years. I live in the Crown Hill/Greenwood area presently and work downtown. I
consider myself an intermediate cyclist. I'm obese and have a hilly commute, so I try to avoid doing
Dexter more than once or twice a week - it's extremely hard on my knees to do it more often than that.
Westlake offers me a much gentler alternative.

Unfortunately, it's a majorly stressful alternative. Cars in the parking lot do not look for cyclists. They
move through the parking lot slowly while they hunt for parking, often right down the middle of the lane.
They often do not use turn signals in advance of turning into a spot to provide enough communication of
their intention to bikes following them. They don't look when they back out of spots. Many of them seem
angry and aggressive to encounter bikes. The so-called Westlake Stakeholders Group I believe
contributes to this mentality. I was appalled but not surprised to see pictures like these from last night's
open house: http://instagram.com/p/oR94VngwPi/ and http://instagram.com/p/oR7_CiAwM9/. They
realize they are talking about bodily harm to fellow citizens - moms, dads, brothers, sons, daughters,
sisters, husbands, wives - right? I feel like the problems in the lot have gotten worse since the this group
of folks started receiving media attention. I try using the sidewalks, but there is a high volume of runners
with earbuds in who use the sidewalks without regard for staying to the right or keeping ears open when I
announce myself, as I am legally required (and happy) to do.

I'm not unsympathetic to concerns about parking. I hope City of Seattle can convince those who are so
concerned about parking that the parking lot just needs to be restructured to favor business and
residental use, and cut down on freeloading parkers who stick their cars there all day and don't
live/work/do business there. This seems to be key to getting opponents to stop opposing the cycletrack.

I wish opponents would understand that there is plenty of room for everyone, and it's a win all around for
this cycletrack to built. I don't wish to impact businesses. I don't wish to interact with businesses'
customers. I don't wish to mix with peds who may not wish to mix with bikes. I just want to safely get from
my home to my work and get some exercise. A cycle track makes it so cars don't have to mix with me,
nor I with them. A cycle track makes it so I don't have to mix with peds, nor they with me. We are
stakeholders, we all have different goals when we use this public space, so let's re-examine parking
rules and let's build this cycletrack.

Thank you!

Best regards,
Amy Richards

Communication ( 5/22/2014 )

I strongly support creating a safe biking corridor for Westlake. I bike that way to work every day and have
had many close calls with cars moving about the parking lots. Thank you for taking this on. I'm afraid it's
only a matter of time before somebody is seriously hurt.
I will happily vote for levies to fund this if needed.
Thanks,
m.
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Communication ( 5/22/2014 )

This is a great project, we need more pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure all over Seattle.

Communication ( 5/22/2014 )

There is plenty of room on Westlake for both parking and a safe bikeway. With a primary focus on safety
and smart choices to redesign the parking layout and rules, the city can come up with a solution that
makes Westlake better for everyone.

Communication ( 5/22/2014 )

I ride through this area regularly for work and pleasure. I would love to do it with my wife and kids but
they would never put themselves at risk like that.

It amazes me that we are even having this discussion. The businesses along there need nowhere near
1200+ parking spaces. The free spaces do not make sense so they should be gone. To make sure we
don't "throw anyone's business under the bike", make it free parking for 1 hour and paid for longer than
that.

Problem solved. No more park and hide. Businesses have more than enough parking for their
customers. Their employees who drive to work have to pay for parking, but this is Seattle, they don't
have a right to free parking.

Kudos to SDOT for holding firm and not backing away from doing this project. Safety of people on foot
and on bike trumps free parking every day.
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Communication ( 5/22/2014 )

Incorporating cues or signage into the design to encourage higher speed cyclists to use an appropriate
route, such as Dexter or possibly Westlake Ave with future improvements, would be a welcome addition.
I ride slow through this area due to the known hazards, but know that others aren't as considerate.

Please incorporate data showing potential for improved economic activity potential. I would love to ride to
coffee shops/cafe's in the area. However, the current built environment doesn't feel welcoming - let alone
many business owners' attitudes toward cyclists.

There is plenty of parking here and also nearby. Evening and Weekend parking at the Amazon campus
is very reasonable (typically all day for $2-$5). Including those parking facilities, linked by signage
(ePark?) and newly improved pedestrian access, would provide plenty of parking.

Free overnight/Free Park & Ride parking in this should absolutely be prioritized below a safe route for
cyclists, runners, and pedestrians.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I use the lake union waterfront often, I own a classic yacht in a marina there and I also have my dentist
there.
I would strongly suggest that the parking is a necessary part of this area, already one needs to park more
than a block often from the business. There is a parking shortage now.
Also, who pays the most taxes, business tax, car tax, gasoline tax, real estate tax, and now parking tax
also. These are the people who deserve to use this space.The new Dexter bike route is short distance
away and cost many thousands of dollars. I am not anti bike, I love bikes and the mode of travel, but the
parking is necessary for the water front community existing now.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Build a facility that is fully functional, on schedule, and with capacity to meet increasing demand.

Since peak efficieries include 15 - 18 mph and published standards are at least 15 mph, curve radii and
sight distances need to meet these, at least.

Connect north city with Cascade, SLU, downtown on a route that feels safe.
Preserve plantings and expand as much as possible.

Parking. please gently point out that free, on-street (public r.o.w) parking is a low or lowest priority for
public resources.

To make most use of space, make all spaces back in only, for safety. Make all parking access one way
southbound so free right turns onto the arterial to travel north.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

This is a critical connection for everyone, people walking, driving, biking, taking transit, and doing
business. This is a solvable public policy issue, there is enough space for everyone.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Please make the cycle track as straight as possible - if you don't, many bicyclists will not use it we need
direct routes, not meandering routes. For example, the sidewalk beings around the railroad garden - few
bicyclists stay on it at that point - because it is way too awkward - too many turns. This is also why you
see us blazing a wide path into south lake union park southbound. From the sidewalk instead of using
the concrete path. Zero curves or turns please.

Communication ( 5/22/2014 )

I am definitely in favor of a dedicated cycle track for Westlake. As someone who does not own a car but
who has still frequented a number of Westlake businesses, I am less concerned about loss of parking
along the corridor, especially since much of the parking is free parking provided by the city. I would not let
parking concerns derail the implementation of a proper cycle track.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Please consider lowering the speed limit on Westlake for fast riders, a cycle track probably won't work.

The Westlake corridor is fairly unique in the city in that, if one doesn't ride in the cycle track, there is no
safe alternative.

Lowering the speed limit to 30 mph would make Westlake Ave a reasonable alternative.

Thanks
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

The Westlake corridor is a death zone for cyclists. I would never ride through there. This doesn't mean I
don't want to ride there. This is a very desirable route in providing connectivity to South Lake Union from
Fremont, Ballard, Wallingford, QA.

Generally I think a trail should go near the building to avoid crossing vehicle traffic.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Thank you for this opportunity to learn and share about the Westlake Cycle Track. Thank you also for
running the meeting so well. I am an owner of Argosy cruises and a major base for our business is at the
AGC dock on Weestlake. It will be out critical base even more because of the next several years of some
waterfront seawall etc. construction.

We have been in business over 60 years and many of our employees have been our well paid and highly
trained crew for 30 or more years. I urge the city to reconsider doing an economic impact study of this
critical and extremely cramped corridor before proceeding on such a fast "track" to completion. The
Dexter corridor serves a parallel track and reduces the urgency of this proposed Westlake plan.

With safety improvements along Westlake we could make it safer while doing the further study this
deserves. We serve as tourism market that does not arrive by bicycle and rarely by foot or transit so the
car and parking is vital to our survival as a business. Also, we must have access for our charter bus to
pick up and drop off our customers. Safe access with pathways where pedestrians and cars can safely
rely on bikes to respect the need for others to access.

We do not have another place that we can move our business to. Please do consider a validated parking
system that would support our customer use and access to our business.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

As a member of the Westlake Action Team I've had many conversations with people about the proposed
Westlkae cycle track. It has become clear that this project would serve those who are young and/or less
confident riding a bike in traffic. These are the cyclists that can increase ridership in the city and help
reach goals of replacing auto trips with bikes.
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Communication ( 5/23/2014 )

I bike to work year-round and live in Fremont and work downtown, so I support the Westlake bike lane. I
really enjoy commuting by bike, because this is a very beautiful city and becoming more and more bike
friendly. My daily bike commute tends to be: Going to work I travel up Dexter, but then I bike home via
Westlake, because I love to view the sailboats on South Lake Union. Whether you install a marked lane
along Westlake or not, bikes will continue to travel that route. Most people who work in the commercial
buildings along the waterside of Westlake are aware this is a major bike path, so do tend to watch out
when driving and walking in the parking lot. It's only the people who don't come there very often who are
surprised. Most of the businesses along that stretch of Westlake serve the Marina, so sell boats, diving
equipment, a few restaurants, and a Starbuck's drive thru. I think for the most part the car traffic in that
area isn't very busy, which is why the bike path has become so popular. The initial design of this area,
with it's wide sidewalks, and multiple drives was meant for pedestrians, joggers, dogwalkers and cyclists.
There is an urban vibrancy in this area that has increased over the past few years with the increased
development in SLU, but I think it's a wonderful pedestrian feel to this area with more people using it
every day. Thanks, Donna

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Thank you for moving forward with this much needed improvement. I bike through Westlake via the
parking lot and never feel safe. I'm not trying to go fast and feel there is no place for me.

I support the design that puts the bike lanes on the east side of the parking lot away from the street. With
the speed of cars on Westlake - usually way above the speed limit - I don't think it would be safe to have
cars turning in from that speed while bikes are crossing the driveways. Near the sidewalks is much safer.
Please continue this project without delay. There is no safe option in that area for those mot fit enough or
old enough to bike Dexter. I am also abusing owners who does save of that by bike and cannot carry my
heavy trailer up Dexter so I'm favored to take Westlake's parking lot...I don't want to be there any more
than the cars want me there!

Thanks again for moving forward with this. I can't wait to be there opening day and ride the new all ages
+ abilities "cycle track".

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Westlake has over 1200 boats over 100 business that all require parking - you spent over 13 million on
bike track on Dexter - the Westlake Cycle Track will cost $ and be at the same place as the Dexter Track.

Bikers pay no fees and as a resident of Westlake and a boat owner - the bike lobby does not need two
bike tracks 1 block apart that destroys boater access and business activities.

Give the bike a slow going line in the middle of the lot - change parking to back-in only - and give the $ to
Seattle's metro, bus issues. Don't do stupid things.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Can the speed on Westlake be reduced? Many people drive 40 mph +, which makes the choice between
the lane and a 10 mph bike lane a non-choice.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I suggest rounded corners where the track turns, a width of about 15 feet, a speed of about 15 mph to 20
mph. Cycling ridership is growing and the tracks must be built to accommodate the future growth.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I currently bike along Westlake to reach business in the Westlake, South Lake Union and Cascade
neighborhoods, so I'm concerned about accessing all of these areas (Dexter is not a good alternative for
these destination).

Additional bike parking along this corridor would make it easier for cyclists to access businesses along
Westlake.

The current configuration of the parking strip between the parking area and the concrete outside lane on
Westlake Ave is incredibly dangerous for pedestrians. From the parking lot it appears as though this
outside lane is a sidewalk. It would be good to address this issue when the cycle track is added and the
parking lot is reconfigured.

Thank you for holding this open house! The moderator did a great job of keeping the Q/A under control.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I used to take swimming lessons at safe'n sound swimming, and I could never ride on my bike there
because it was too dangerous. Also, I would not be safe in the parking lot that is in front of safe'n sound
swimming is very dangerous. I can't ride to the MOHAI, I can't ride to South Lake Union. That parking lot
is just too dangerous. I could ride much more safely if the trail was completed and the path was there.

C.
Age 10
Go Bike Trail
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

The track should be built in the parking lot on the east side of the road.

To make parking more fair (1) Create park and ride lots for bicycle riders who drive part way. (2) Issue
parking permits who own or work in businesses in the area. (3) Charge for all others parking in the area.

Car stop signs at all entrances, exits and driveways that cross the bike lanes.

Good lighting for night riding. Alternative plantings along the cycle tracks.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

This is a critical low/no grade route from Ballard to Westlake Downtown,

I've commuted this route 5 years (I'm 64)

Needs protected separated modes.

What % of the corridor is for cars (50%); parkways, freight access; peds; bikes?

My guess bike is the least.

Q4 is about shared public resources, and the imbalance of ROW for bike facilities.

Communication ( 5/23/2014 )

I regularly commute by bike along the Westlake corridor between Fremont and South Lake Union.
Currently, there are so many cars backing in & out in the parking areas that I ride on Westlake Avenue.
Clearly, this is not ideal, but is actually safer than negotiating through parking lots.

Either concept under consideration will be an improvement over the current conditions, but Option B is
the safer of the two. With Concept A there will be conflicts between the bikes and all of the cars turning in
and out of the parking areas. This will inevitably cause accidents because the cars tuning in will be only
focused on the on-coming cars and won't see the bikers until the start into their turns - or they may not
see them at all.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

A good, safe bike route really needs to be here!

The items most important to me are minimizing mixing (and resulting alterations) between bikes, cars,
and pedestrians, as well as creating a flat, predictable path from Fremont to SLU (I get a little
unacceptably smelly trying to ride Dexter). Generally, I strongly prefer an option that uses the "East"
alignment - the separation between modes seems to be less there (and I hear those who are affected by
parking would lose less of it this way).

There are a lot of people like me, who would use this regularly, and would feel a lot safer. It will be good
for bicycles and cars.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

As a business owner, I am interested in having a sticker on my vehicle to provide me parking over
commuters.

Additionally, I am concerned to lose parking for my clients who turn over once per hour.

I do look forward to a safer corridor as I have to be hyper vigilant not to be hit as a pedestrian by a
bicyclist or hit bicylists as a motorist! It is crazy down there!!

I want safety and I want parking for my business

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Is there an estimated reduction in automobile commuters and congestion projected that correlates with
an increase in cycle along this corridor commuting and travel?

Will you host focus groups with different constituencies beyond Q+A open houses?
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Westlake Ave N corridor is key part of bicycle connectivity in the city. This project must be implemented
in a smart and effective way. Safety for all users - especially the most vulnerable - is paramount in the
design and implementation.

Bike route should be placed generally on west side of parking between pedestrian walkway and parking
zone. This keeps it away from vehicles traveling in and leaving the parking area.

A good case can be made for changing for all of this parking along Westlake Ave corridor. To discourage
commuters from using this parkway as a satellite location for downtown destinations, a system needs to
be devised that allow customer of Westlake corridor business to park for less money than motorists who
are not going to Westlake corridor businesses but using the parking.

Re-configuring parking to be angle instead of perpendicular is a safe way to use the space effectively
while narrowing the total parking ROW. This will allow a sufficiently wide cycle tracked while keeping
access to the parking.

The design speed for the cycle track should be 13 - 15 mph to allow for ease of turning corners at this
comfortable commute speed.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I bike commute through the corridor. 10 miles/hour is unrealistically slow. Speed bumps are the only way
I can think of to lower speeds, but if there are too many or if the design otherwise crimps speed, cyclists
who wish to go faster and not have their fenders/bike racks/bike bags rattled will just go in the parking lot.

The bike lane needs to be a place where we can open up and get from point A to point B more rapidly,
we are commuting, not leisure riding. That said, I recognize the need to go slowly at points where
pedestrians are crossing speed bumps could be a good way to control speeds there. Please don't use
speed bumps make out of material that gets slippery in the rain, i.e. the yellow bumpy material at the
points where same sidewalks meet the street.

Narrowing the sidewalk and eliminating the plants could be a good ways to conserve parking.

Please don't put the cycle track on the west side of the parking lot - it will result in cyclists getting hit by
cars turning left into the parking lot.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

If this project is not designed to a standard that all cyclists will be happy using (including 20 mph roadies
and 8 mph grannies), why are you building it and how can you call it "all ages and all abilities"?

A track suiting all ages and all abilities can be done please don't compromise so much that if it becomes
a "some ages, slow ability" facility.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Bicycles need safe access on this corridor as 15 - 20 mph.

I suggest charging market rates for parking and reducing the number of parking spaces.

Add RPZ for legitimate residents.

Thank you!

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I've been using that corridor daily for the last 14 years. I drive, bike, or walk every day to and from work
in SLU to Fremont/Ballard.

I know that the west side of free parking use almost 100% by workers downtown.

Making that into 2 hour parking would completely make up for any 20-40% less.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

A one - way parking lot means the main part of Westlake would need to be used to "circle around" to
keep looking for a parking place. It should be noted that when the Fremont Bridge is open, Westlake
backs up with traffic. Sometimes it back way up, more than half way. Then the "circle around" vehicles
will be blocked from getting out. Hmm. This is what I see happening when one - way is suggested,
having lived here sincer 1967 and seeing lots of situations. Two - way parking is much better for the
complexity of vehicles, over-sized vehicles, trucks towing boats, etc. This is not the Northgate mall. This
is a semi - industrial waterfront.

A squeezed - narrower one - way parking area reduced by 25% (or even 10%) parking capacity will ruin
the economic viability of Westlake. Westlake has already had a 1/3 reduction of parking capacity.
Another loss would be fatal. Seriously.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

The biggest safety hazard in the Westlake ROW is bicyclists riding too fast. I ride around 9 mph on my
bike up and down Westlake. I am polite. I stop for traffic snarls, children and dogs. Most bikers blast on
through no matter what. There are no signs or rules for bicyclists so they create chaos. Mostly we need a
speed limit for bicyclists of 10 mph. High speed commuter biking belongs on Dexter, slow speed
"boulevard" style biking is OK on Westlake.

There are actually 15 driveways from Westlake to the ROW. The 15th one is at the extreme north end by
the Fremont Bridge. It is dangerous. It needs some basic signage to alert bikers that vehicles pop up in
front of them. It is a blind spot for drivers and bikers a like. Help!!!

I keep hearing bicyclists being referred to as "arrogant", that is the word that is most common. New York
City had a "Don't be a jerk" campaign. Maybe Seattle needs to do the same.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Not everyone is a youthful spandex-wearing bicycle rider. Lots of boat owners are older. Do not
discriminate against older people and take their boating access away. They need to haul supplies, tools,
boat parts, dodgers, often hauled in carts wheeled down from car to boat.

There are mobile marine service providers, "vanners", who work out of their vans and trucks. They need
to park close to their client's boats because they haul heavy tools and equipment (pumps, generators,
engines, refrigerators, canvas parts, a million things). Don't make their work impossible.

Bus tours come through daily during warm months, less often the remainder of the year. They love to
stop at the "Sleepless in Seattle" houseboat.

There are many over-sized vehicles that live/visit westlake. If a parking lot is too small (narrow) they
won't fit. This is a semi-industrial area.

Communication ( 5/24/2014 )

I am a big proponent of the Westlake Cycle track as it is something I use relatively often in the summer to
get to the edge of the Burke Gilman and up to Ballard and Fremont. It is incredibly important to keep this
a safe space for cyclists and to improve Seattle. Please note that Seattle is not measurably improved by
strip malls. It is, however, improved by pedestrian and cycling paths along our waterways. If you would
not feel comfortable taking your six-year-old grandchild on this path, then it isn't safe enough. I urge you
to keep the cycle path as free of car conflicts as possible, even if some free city parking is repurposed.
Sincerely,
Dr. K Oseen-Senda
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Communication ( 5/24/2014 )

Please don't run over my wife on her bike.

Communication ( 5/26/2014 )

I am so excited for this project. What a fabulous addition to our bike transit options.

Communication ( 5/27/2014 )

Attending last week's meeting, I could not help but think about how much seeing the facts was both
already helping (in the form of maps and videos), and how much visualization of the existing data could
help the situation.

Have you all heard or tried Tableau? We are a Fremont company, helping people see and understand
their data. http://www.tableausoftware.com/ I think the software could be enormously helpful for
visualizing all sorts of data related to cycling advocacy. It's for anyone with data and questions, and we
definitely have both here! I'm a User Experience designer and I just started working at Tableau earlier
this spring, and I'd be thrilled to collaborate with members of this committee to create some great
interactive infographics that might elucidate the factors that will help people rally around rational
decisions.

Both McKayla  and Tim  at Cascade have expressed interest these past few weeks in
collaborating to make some Tableau visualizations to show ridership in crucial areas: perhaps it can be a
joint effort. They talked about bike traffic data hand-collected by volunteers that's stuck in spreadsheets,
as well as data from the counter on the Fremont Bridge, but I can imagine starting there and exploring a
much broader set of questions. I'd love to meet for coffee with anyone who's interested, and I should also
be at the BikeMonth Street Party and Policy ride this Thursday.

Thank you for all of your efforts! -K.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Bikers (fast) do not mean WLAN businesses.

The DOT worked together with the Westlake Stakeholders group in 2006 - 2007 to redesign Westlake
right of way to include a slow bike path. So we have a 12 ft wide bike/walk path designed for slow bikes.
To do this impacted business and residents, lost businesses, businessmen and lost 400 + parking
places. Parks and recreation closed there so Lake Union parking increasing demand for parking since,
as well as increased demand from AMAZON! In 2006/2007 design the DOT/Parking promised to place
signage at Fremont Bridge "low bikes-WLAN and fast bikes=Dexter. We have a slow bike trail, slow bikes
are using it primarily - it is the fast bikes which use the lot. The need to use the bike path or Dexter or
Westlake Ave N.

The 2006/2007 designed the lane about 3 ft of the west side of the walk/bike lane; Their impact - the
parking area reducing the amount of maneuvering a car must back gelling into and out of a space. To
compound this the city added "additional tire stops" beyond the stop narrowing the drive (remove them -
the make more vehicles extend another 7ft into the arrive space.

The trail bike walk is cement, the other city trails are asphalt. The cement is harder to bike and run, walk
on - encouraging bikers to use the lot.

The bikers are fast (most) and do not follow the "rules of the road". Bikes do not wait as a car is parking,
to allow them to park - they pass. Parking maneuvering cars, parking cars and on the right, speeding.
Most fast bikers are capable of biking Dexter, leaving Westlake for walkers, bikers, and runners, as it was
designed in 2006/2007.

The residents, businesses, boaters, travelers and others are "very concerned" that once rules a set the
majoring of bikes without the redesign to build the new bike/walk path. (Put the promised signs in slow
Westlake, fast Dexter). Put not bikes signs in the drive corridor (sp).

Put signs on existing walk/ bike lanes.

If 10 mph limit - who will enforce it?

The DAC must look Dexter. The design give 100% to bike traffic, reducing the numbers of lanes, doubles
to traffic flow. Limits turning and cross traffic, the buses (with one exception).

Positive input for solutions
1. Remove the tire stops
2. Make the WLAN bike walk trail with bike/walk sign
3. Admit that the sidewalk was widened n 2006/2007 plan to connect the bike trail to Bruke-Gilman and
around the lake = fact.
4. Remove the islands on Dexter to allow the buses to stop "out of traffic" to allow the traffic to pass,
instead of stopping all traffic behind each stopped bus.
5. Install the signs the bikers have been asking for: at Fremont bridge and South Lake Union
>slow bikes use Westlake
>fast bikes use Dexter
6. Consider "slight" angle parking on one side of the lot only, to add to the space as guided by removal of
the separate "tire stops".
7. Admit than nothing you do to as "speed" - enforcing is impossible!!
8. Admit - we have a slow bike trail

And remove the plants near the entrance to increase visibility and safety. (car pulling "in" can't see cars,
pedestrians, walkers, numerous of bikes)

And read these comments and discuss each one.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Turn 4 lane road into 3 lane, with a turn lane in middle. Put the bike track on the sidewalk side of
Westlake Ave. It is very difficult to turn left out of parking lot. Losing more parking spots would destroy
my business at 2442 Westlake.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

How much was spent on the walking path? How much spent on recent landscaping? How many tax
dollars does a business need to generate to matter to the city of Seattle and SDOT?

Our business which pays taxes on 2 and half million dollars can't survive without parking.

South Lake Union has had an influx at 20000 employees but can't build any parking into their new
buildings.

It takes me a average of 25 minutes to get from mid-Westlake to mercer and the freeway. The lights are
geared forwards pedestrians and not the cars. Why wasn't pedestrians overpasses built into the coming
plan like the overpass at the old user property on Westlake?

This was such an opportunity to improve traffic delays but again the city missed the need for commuters.
I've been a tenant on Westlake for 30 years since 1984. I've seen it all.

Thanks

Open house comment

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Open house comment

#1 Concern: design for 10 mph
I doubt that is realistic. most people (commuters anyway) ride 15-20 mph!

Thus, there are some negative outcomes for a 10 mph design.
1. People will ride fast and hit peds or wreck on curves
2. People will ride in the parking lot
3. People will ride on Westlake

Design for 20 mph and people can go slow if they choose, and going fast will be safe. Design for 10 mph
and the city will see a spectacular failure and lose faith in the BMP. Thanks!
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

The "what we've heard so far" poster ignores a, I think, key point.

- Westlake is a WATER DEPENDENT COMMUNITY. Business, residents, Lake users must have a place
to park. It is already tight and 1000's more moving in to South Lake Union.

- Water dependent users have no options. Businesses will fail without customer parking - economic
impact?

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

As a yacht broker on Westlake, I am along the street everyday. Westlake is the heart of the local boating
industry - a major economic driver in the area. Good access to businesses - parking, delivery and truck
access is necessary for our industry's continued success.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I Support a safe place for cyclists to ride on Westlake. I ride to work and see how many cyclists go on
this street each day.

My primary concern is how the city, construction, SDOT will tread the tiny business (I am a business of
one) in this area. If parking is removed my clients cannot go around the block. If Amazon employees stop
parking on it there is a permit to park in the free spots that might help. Currently my clients arrive hourly
throughout the day, if they don't have space to park I will lose a business I have worked 5 years to build.
The weak commercial is putting in cable the look all the parking in front of 1800, 1818 and 1836. This is
not conducing to my business. Will you do the work in summer when therapists are slow and boats are
busy, or in fall winter when therapists are busy and boats are slow?

I have seen SDOT take business down with poor planning but hope you will plan well!

Thanks

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Considering the expense of the Dexter project, now the Westlake project, it would seem prudent to have
a license for bicyclists, say $50 to $75 a year.

1) This would help defray cost and maintenance of the bike way
2) Could register bicycles to reduce bicycle theft and help the recovery of stolen bikes
3) Would help off set the lost sales tax revenue of reduced sales at the existing businesses.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Please include the Fremont Neighborhood Council in this process. Fremont residents are directly
affected by this project and we have many cyclists/bike commuters.

I am happy to put you on the agenda anytime. We meet on the fourth Monday of the month, 7pm at the
Doric Temple (619 N 36th)

Info on the FNC is at fremontneighborhoodcouncil.org. Thank you!

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

In the interim before whatever design is implemented, please put up a railing at the NW entrance to
Chesiahud Loop to prevent cyclists to jump the curb and short into traffic from Westlake.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

1. Create zoned permits for business employees and residents. Short term for all others.
2. Add sidewalk improvements to west side of westlake.
3. Add crosswalks on westlake
4. Add trash cans
5. A multi-wheels track to include skateboards and roller blades
6. Alignment - east side of westlake
7. Do an economic impact study before removing parking

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

If parking must be decreased it is critical for businesses and residents that parking permits/validation be
given a priority for those individuals.
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Communication ( 5/27/2014 )

I work at 1633 Westlake Avenue N, and I walk to and from work every day. As such, I am constantly
aware of the friction caused by having bicyclists and pedestrians share the same space. Because I have
been disappointed to hear that there has been a lot of negative feedback, I wanted to add my voice to
those strongly in support of the cycle track. I believe its implementation will have a positive impact on me,
the business I work at, and those who use the corridor with me.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

My view as a resident and user of the parking lot as a ped, cyclist and driver is that some way needs to
be found to slow vehicular and cycle traffic thru-out the corridor. To put in a space costly 'protected cycle
track' I don't feel will solve the speed issues as some cyclists and vehicles will continue to zoom thru;
cyclists will by-pass the new track to go faster in the now reduced space of the parking lot. This will
create a greater safety than there is now. To give 1 user, the cyclist, so much dedicated space in this
highly multi-use and dynamic corridor is not realistic, nor respectful to existing businesses and other
users. Please find a way to create a shared space - a green zone, rather than a protected track: fulfill the
spirit of the Master Bike Plan without destroying much of what exists in the corridor by forcing a protected
track into a space where there simply is not the space to execute when all are considered. Thank you for
the opportunity to comment. Thanks as well to the members of the DAC, Mary Rutherford, Sam Woods,
Dawn Schellenberg and Art Brochet of SDOT for their efforts to create a solution that benefits ALL users.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Prior traffic study did study counts per ITE standards, ie 10-12am, and also didn't identify types or
vehicles present. What is SDOT doing to develop a revised study that takes into account actual parking
considerations and also counting special types of vehicles (private vs business vs customer/temp
parking)?

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Has metro/sound transit been talked to about adding additional routes that go there?
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Communication ( 5/27/2014 )

I live (and work) near the proposed cycle track. While I appreciate the need for a safe bike route to the
city, I rely on parking in the proposed area every day. While busing is an option for some, I know many
people commute from areas that are not easily accessible by bus. Seattle already has many challenges
with parking for commuters. Losing additional parking spots would impact my daily commute and may
impact my decision on where I work. Also, the current system is not safe for bikers or drivers. I commonly
see bikers going behind cars (in excess of 15mph) when they are backing out. A solution that allows for
BOTH parking and safe biking should be the goal.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

There will be no economic study?? Really?

All these businesses who can only live on the water deserve an economic study.

Question: if this will be a 10 mile per hour track, why can it not work like the Burke Gilman trail? Just
widen the current track and paint some lines.

Question: studies need to be done during the peak time of June-July-August.

Question: can more parking be limited time or pay parking? Way too many commuters and cyclists are
hogging the free parking.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I strongly support a fully separated cycle track. As a resident since 1982 and a bike commuter in Seattle
since then, I firmly believe that the safest solution is as much mode separation as possible. Westlake is
the logical, flat, direct to S downtown route. Good luck and stand firm!

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

1) Cycle track is essential; current situation is not an option - too dangerous.
2) Consider RPZ or similar for residents/workers to limit use of corridor as park-and-ride.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

STOP THE PROJECT!!

This uncompensated damage to our community should stop.

Leave this area alone!

The bikes have already taken too much of Seattle's transportation system.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

There is a small stretch of road along the lake off the N end of the project that is likely to face more bike
and car traffic if the project is constructed. Parking will be much in demand and we are concerned about
the availability of parking for residents and potential traffic conflicts between cyclists and drivers in this
segment.
Would suggest that this segment is added to the project to ensure resolution of these issues. Thank you.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

When is the city Government going to be hold accountable for the waste of public resources. We had
hope with a new leadership the mayor that things would change. How sad we people are for being to
wasteful and allowing this to happen. Someday we will all be held accountable by a higher authority.

We look forward to resources being used fairly, equally for all people in a better world.

Wake-up people of Seattle and city leaders.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Build it!
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Parking for my clients is of paramount importance for my business. As there is already a cycle track one
block west on Dexter, perhaps a compromise (and much less expensive option) would be to leave the
existing parking but re-stripe it as angled parking. Paint a two way green bike lane down the middle of
the parking lot and call it good. This would cost very little to implement, provide a designated space
where bikers should travel (keeping pedestrians and joggers safe also). The green lane markings, which
are how very familiar to Seattle drivers, will provide bikers not using Dexter, and therefore not as fast
moving, with a safe and recognizable route to follow. The current bike scattershot is dangerous at best.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Completing this separated path is a great plan, and critical to the transportation infrastructure in Seattle.

The current situation is unsafe for all users. Visibility is poor and there is no clear direction of travel for
walkers or bicycles and cars are not able to see anyone.

I was clotheslined by an extended dog leash at 10:00pm because the dog was across the road with the
owner on the sidewalk. He was not paying attention and did not expect or look for bikes.

I would be able to use this route safely to commute to work by bicycle if this separated path is completed.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

FIRST, thanks for doing this. And BTW thanks for the Ballard Bridge. That was definitely priority #1 for
cyclists. (Can't wait for further improvements to B-G trail there.)

SECOND< we need a bike-friendly solution on Westlake. I feel like car drivers, pedestrians, and joggers
are considerate and aware of bicyclists now but as more bicyclists and pedestrians travel the corridor -
with all the SLU expansion - we're all going to get more tense. Let's get the bikes off the sidewalks so
they aren't scaring customers of Westlake businesses. Let's get the bikes out of the parking lot/service
road so employees and delivery people and homeowners can navigate.

Lets get bikes onto a wide, functional, sensible cycle track. Please don't scrimp on markers to designate
that it's a bicycle lane.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Thank you for moving this project forward. It is way overdue!

Alignment B, next to the business along the water is my preferred choice for several reasons. It is largely
already built there are few drive way conflicts fewer parking paces are removed and it serves novice
riders, families with children and people who prefer the scenic, flat route to and from downtown and
MOHAI, SLU and beyond. It will become even more important once bike share has launched in
September.

The other alignment puts everyone at risk from backing cars in the lot as well as cars turning into the lot
at 30 mph. Threatening themselves through traffic.

The multi-use sidewalk path is too small for family bikes carrying children and has many pedestrians,
runners and dogs, walkers present making it difficult for young children riding bikes or any one riding a
bike.

It is important that the corridor be maintained next to the sidewalk without switching sides. It should be
clearly marked and intuitive where each mode of transportation should be. Pedestrians, bikes and
vehicles.

Driveways near the road should be free from conflict with the pedestrians and bikes.

Eliminate all day and free parking to keep people from using the lot as a park ad ride.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

With SLU and Dexter getting built up so much we need an alternative for cyclists and pedestrians trying
to get from SLU and Dexter to Fremont/Ballard. I live a block from Westlake and half the parking is never
used. It has become a dumping ground for Car2Gos and ... where cars go on Dexter.

Communication ( 5/27/2014 )

I use Westlake for biking, and I think the proposed cycle track is a good idea.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

As a family member of someone who has been injured by the unsafe conditions along west lake union, A
multi-use pedestrians path would benefit pedestrians and businesses dike. Increased foot traffic in front
of businesses could introduce the pedestrians to the businesses.

Additionally, parking for the said businesses would be make less hazardous. A path could also allow
water front employees to commute by bike or foot which would benefit the environment.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

This is a bad idea to allow a bike trail and remove parking for businesses and residents. Bike riders do
not respect pedestrians or traffic. Cyclist have already taken over this area. I have been knocked down
by cyclists, cussed and disrespected. Cyclists need to be licensed and held accountable just like cars.
Too many cyclists not following rules and do not respect pedestrians and cars.

Communication ( 5/27/2014 )

As someone who works at 1633 Westlake ave N and owns a home in Fremont this project is really
important to me. I say forget the parking. Cars are stinky, noisy, and dangerous. The neighborhood (and
businesses) will do better with increased foot traffic anyway.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I support a cycle track through the parking area on the east side of Westlake.

My main concern with the cycle track design is the interface with other bike facilities on the south end. A
cycle track on 9th should be included as a future stage of the project so that bicyclists can connect safely
to the new facilities under the Mercer Underpass.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I fully support protected and dedicated bicycle infrastructure throughout Seattle. This project is an
opportunity to complete connection from North to South Seattle. The transport and should be given
priority over any single mode of transport (vehicles). The benefits of setting aside space in over city for
people and not things like vehicles will be returned many times over in the future!

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Current Westlake corridor is unsafe for cyclists.

A cycle track would open the area for cyclist and pedestrians.

Communication ( 5/27/2014 )

I think it's great you want to build a bike lane along Westlake Ave N. I ride my bike to 1633 Westlake Ave
N from Magnolia and I always dread riding through the parking lots and having to deal with so many cars.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I support the protected bike land design closest to the existing sidewalk (east side alignment). Business
indeed will lose fewer parking spaces, cyclists will be protected from auto conflicts, and it provides the
most comfortable alignment for all users. I want my kids to be able to bike this route in the future and I
believe the east alignment is a superior option. Thanks SDOT for all your hard work in managing this
process and listening closely to all sides.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Cycle track needs to accommodate higher speeds (15-18 mph) in order to be useful to commuter
cyclists, if you try to design it for slower speeds, people will not use it, or use it less safely.

If possible, perhaps have bike sensors trigger fleshing lights at the intersections with pedestrians.

Overall, very supportive of this project and hoping it can be useful for commuters and not just tourists.
But to make fluent possible the bike speeds need to be greater than 15 mph.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I own a small residential/commercial building in Westlake. We represent the interest of ourselves as
property owners and 9 businesses 1 resident and our building. We have a photographer (doing portraits,
hair salon, architects, building engineer, yoga studio, interior designs and a small manufacturer, as
tenants who all require parking parking for themselves and customers and on a daily basis. We also
have one tenant who commutes by bike and two on the bus. Parking is already challenging, but is crucial
for many of these businesses. We are in the midst of negotiating a lease with a small theater that is very
concerned about parking nights and weekends. Our small businesses has weekly deliveries that require
off-loading, These businesses are all well established and add much to enhance the fabric of our
Westlake community. Has licensing bikes ever been considered as a source of revenue and
accountability because it seems that a minority are reckless as they speed on the sidewalk, street, and
parking lot. I would like these reckless to be able to to identified.

Thank you.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

The potential loss of parking on Westlake could cripple dozens of small businesses like mine.

I'm a psychotherapist in private practice. My clients come to see me, most drive. In just the 1800
building, I am one of 21 clinicians - all of whom need parking for clients.

I pay B&O tax as do all my neighbors. This could make me move out of city, though I have a lease
through August of 2016.

I am most angry that this project got so far without comment or communication to those of us who live
and work on Westlake.

Thank you for reading this!

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I ride the corridor five days a week to work downtown. I ride it because it is flat. I will continue to ride it
regardless of whether this project is built or not. I try to remember as I ride that I have chosen to ride
through a parking lot and to recognize that I will find myself riding faster than the cars, so in this case I
am the one who needs to be patient, slow down and mellow out. I do believe a better facility is needed,
despite the existing of the Dexter path and the money invested in that because I expect the number of
cyclists to continue to rise on Westlake.

Cyclist, pedestrian and driver behavior and acceptance of each others right to exist is the key, without
which problems will continue. In the short term, are there any "simple" methods that maybe applied to
remind all the users of courtesy towards their fellow human being? My experience as a cyclist is that I
have to remind myself regularly to slow down and give space to others, Could SDOT help provide those
reminders to all of us?
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

We need speed bumps!

We need a lot less foliage!

The Westlake Cycle Track project should be postponed until the Mercer construction is finished - thus
freeing Westlake Ave itself to be an active quotient added to the formula for a successful place for the
cycle track and future trolley and light rail.

The scariest traffic in the parking lot comes as a result of backups on Westlake - a lot of cars will use the
parking corridor as a work - around/shortcut to avoid the backup. We need bumps!

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Thank you so much for tackling this project. Please try to find a safe ending at SLU park as it'll ideally
getting people to the water front, second ave, and also at the fairview intersection with Eastlake, which is
kind of strange and frightening right now.

Thanks!

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

To deal with parking: get rid of the free parking on the west side of the corridor in order to discourage
downtown commuters from using it. Replace it with paid parking (based on demand) with 2-4 hours max
time. Also issue permits to people who live and work in the corridor so they can park there 24/7.

The primary issue with this corridor is the danger of cyclists of cars backing out of their parking spaces.
Any solution must keep cyclists separate from cars.

Any design should also leave the option for a mass transit solution in the future.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Lets get on track with the most bike friendly state. We need this protected cycle track for easy cycling for
the elderly. Dexter would give me a heart attack. Cars cost way too much tax dollars to provide
parking/storage for. Parking lots on Westlake are for short term use, not for storage at tax payers
expense. 90% of accessibility is designed for cars, trucks and busses. We can't afford to waste money
this way and be competitive with other cities.

Westlake is not a working waterfront. Residents use it for storage of house boats and yachts, and their
personal vehicles. The water belong to the state, not individuals.

I prefer a protected bike lane on the eastside of Westlake Ave, next to the road. The parking lot should
be converted to back-in parking and one way traffic.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Separate lanes for cyclists only.

Lanes clearly masked of users.

Signage all along trails for clarifying shared use and rules.

Designated bike lane that is not through the marina parking lot.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Take away free parking.
Provide stickers for people who work at Lake Union.
Charge a small tax to bikers (Stickers on bike license plate).
Have park and ride for access to lake union businesses.
More shuttle transit (could be free).
SLUT - type to go from one and of the project to the other.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I own a business along the Westlake corridor, where I've been for 12 years. Quite amply, all of the
businesses and residences along this corridor depend on this parking, which is already very tight. My
clients are sometimes late for their appointments because they could not find a spot.

We who live and work along the Westlake corridor have no other option for parking. If a significant
portion of out parking is reduced, it will have a potentially devastating effect on businesses. Cyclists do
have other options. They can use routes or they can continue to ride through our parking lot but improve
safety if slowing down. Nearly every close call I've ever seen in our parking lot was caused by excessive
speed of the cyclist.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Dexter is not an available alternative for all bike commuters and riders heading to and from downtown.
Adding a steep and difficult hill to my commute would add significant time and effort.

I've only been riding on Westlake for a few weeks but I have already seen and had many close calls with
drivers. But I still continue to ride on Westlake because it is faster and easier.

Someday I hope to ride to lake union park with my children but now could any one expect a child to make
it up Dexter? And the current format on Westlake isn't safe either. More bikes are coming to Seattle and
we need to find a safe way forward for therm.

Safety First.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I strongly support the development of the Westlake trail. I am confident that a trail can be designed and
engineered in a way that accommodates all of the local concerns. This is a hugely important corridor.

The trail shall strive not to use an active traffic lane. This is a major freight corridor. The trail should be
primarily located in the parking ave.

The local businesses will learn to love it!

Save sodo's industrial use too.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I'm very confused about this project. Isn't there a good cycle trail on Dexter Ave N - 1 block form
Westlake? I own a small business that operates at 1800 Westlake Ave N. My clients already have to park
and walk to get to my business. I can't imagine what would happen to my business if my clients could not
find parking in order to visit. Actually I can imagine - they would stop doing business with me and I fear
that my business would fail.

The nature of my business is a private therapy practice, so clients visit me for 1 hour increments.
between 4-7 hours/day M-F. With this plan, where will I park (all day) and where will my clients park? Will
you protect short term parking and business owner parking? Please respond.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Need to maintain the landscape buffer along Westlake - the cycle track on Broadway is ugly, And the
buffer was never well enacted in the beginning.

If you eliminate access points to Westlake you might need to add traffic lights as it can take an inordinate
amount of time to get on to Westlake from the parking area and if you go to one-way angled parking you
will have more cars trying to get onto Westlake and the last car in line could be waiting up to 10 minutes
to get out. So...traffic signals!

How about a $5 license plate for bicycles so that riders who violate the rules (2 wheels, same rules) can
be ticketed.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

This bike lane has the potential to make the Westlake area much safer for bikers, pedestrians, cars,
shoppers, and business owners. Currently it is very dangerous in the parking lot with cars backing out. I
personally have had a close call with a car that did not see me on my bike. An improvement of the trail
should also help the business owners, I have biked to Northwest outdoor center and discount drivers and
would be more likely to go is the future if this is built.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Have bicycle lane pointed green down for bikes from the fuel dock to South Lake Union between the
parked cars. The sidewalk to the east is for pedestrians only. Bicyclists need to slow down they do not
have the right of way. Bicycles now should have to walk their bikes across the Fremont Bridge. No loss of
parking we need if for residents, boaters that moor their boats and need parking, need parking for the
marine owners. There is no where to park for those of us that live, work, and boat in the corridor.

Reverse in parking only.

Include the study from Diamond Marina North to 2764, 2770, 2794. This is very dangerous.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Narrow down the sidewalk - move the parking over to provide a wide center lane down the corridor. Paint
the center GREEN - accept the sidewalk for walkers and runners only. Keep bikes down the center of the
parking lot...

Have a maximum speed limit for and bicycles there can and truck back in parking only.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

This bike route is important to broaden the diversity of bike riders to/from uptown urban center.

The Westlake route will offer uptown a bike connection to Ballard Fremont. Eastbound S.B. to Lake
Union Park and SLU.

The Westlake route will significantly enhance the utility of Seattle's Bike Share facilities in Fremont, SLU,
and Uptown Urban Center.

Some businesses on the east side of Westlake can be relocated to urban/village sites as to other yacht
moorage complexes.

Seattle's residents and visitors will have benefit from opening access to the west shore of lake union. Not
all buildings on this shore may be needed in 20 years.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Westlake is unsafe for pedestrians and bicyclists. I commute the trail every workday twelve months of the
year. The future of Seattle in dependent on providing quality and safe environment for bicycle
commuters. I have lived in Washington DC, New York City, Minneapolis and have bicycled in Boston,
Philadelphia and Portland. They have established a safe environment for bicyclist, but Seattle is far
behind, The prominent obstacle to building a safe Westlake Cycle Track in a local business, commercial,
and litigation driven effort that has a potential view of Seattle's future. I cannot bicycle with my family
from my home in Fremont to MOHAI on South Lake Union and my work at FHCRC. There are extensive
economic benefits from the project, but the most important drive for the project is safety.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Thank you! As a biker who uses this corridor (as well as a walker, driver, customer, and maritime user)
this project is highly necessary to improve safety for all users. This trail will be used more and more as
the city grows and particularly with the launch this year of Seattle's Bike Share. As it is now this corridor
is unsafe. Any bike facility along this corridor needs to have:

1)good sight lines between bikers, pedestrians, and cars
2)safe crossings between users of different modes
3)a facility that is safe for all ages and abilities (my mom and my niece)

This facility will be heavily used and only increase in use as the years go by. Please keep everyone safe
by keeping this design process moving on schedule and getting this facility built.

Thank you.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

For safety reasons,I'm against the loss of parking. The safety and the action to the water front as with
moorage and no option to find others moorage. The loss of parking is not incidental.

Bikes go through at high speed on the sidewalk between cars at high speed and are very dangerous.

Bikers should use the Dexter route that thy already have. They are not the majority of people.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I am enthusiastic about the creation of a safer corridor for bikes and pedestrians. I support the project
wholeheartedly.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

This project is long overdue. There is plenty of surface pavement for everyone. Somewhere near 35
percent of Seattle is paved. Drivers don't need all of it - fewer people drive today than they did 10 years
ago and the trend is toward driving less, not more.

The number of people getting around the city on bicycles is increasing steadily and the biggest risk to
them is being hit by an inattentive driver. In Europe far more people ride bikes and their accident rate is
much lower because they have built an infrastructure like that planned for Westlake that separates cars
from people on bikes and people walking.

This is the right thing to do and this is the right time to do it.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

It seems like one of the major drivers of the size and disruption caused by the bike path is the decision to
make it "family friendly." Why was this decision made? It seems like the majority of issues are with cycle
commuters.

If we solved for just a normal cycle track it seems like the issues would be much more manageable?
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Please make sure to plan for a crossing from the west side of the Fremont bridge, and connections to
2nd and 4th Ave for Fremont and Ballard to downtown commuters. This would be much more
comfortable than Dexter.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Please create a safe bicycle lane or separated bike track so that cyclists, pedestrians, cars and
motorcyclists know where to go and what to expect.

The more specified and directive this city can be, re: where we all should be on the roads, the safer and
more vehicles own entire transportation infrastructure will be.

Thank you for the work you are doing to help make Seattle a safe place on the roads for everyone!

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Meter the free parking. Will free up 20% of spaces.

Service drive has very low usage today. Use it as base for cycle track.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Love it! I agree that everything is important. For me, in order of preference:

1. Keep the waterfront functional
2. Safe, useful bike lanes
3. Preserve parking
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

The city (actually taxpayers) already spent millions of dollars converting Dexter to a major bicycle path to
the detriment of cars! Make the bicyclists uses this bike path! A path for bicycles on Westlake is
REDUNDANT!

Please consider validated parking as an alternative!

Elevated bike track - on the sidewalk side - perfect solution leave all parking as is! Win-win!

Speed bumps along existing parking lot - speed bumps along bike lane/sidewalk.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I have been biking the Westlake corridor for over 12 years and I think it is the one section of my bike
commute that needs to be updated/improved so there is a safe bike path.

I also think the new bikeway would be a great improvement for the South Lake Union area. Let's
discourage cars and start encouraging bikes by creating safe bikeways.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

The Westlake Cycle Track is crucial transportation link. It would provide safe and flat access to
downtown from Ballard, Fremond and the UW.

The parking lot along Westlake is public property and its uses a should take into account everyone.
Transportation needs - not just parking.

The cycle track would be designed to maximize safety. This includes right-of-way for the cycle track and
traffic calming - e.g. speed bumps.

The cycle track should have its own street lights to maximize safety.

Separated cycle tracks are imperative if those other than cycling "enthusiasts" to ride bikes for
transportation.

All views should be considered in the design - but the issue should be how - not whether - the track is
built.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I would really appreciate a bike lane that is protected/separated from the cars of Westlake. It would be
great to loop up with the existing bike lane out to the Ballard Bridge that was recently opened. I ride the
route now by bike and certainly can attest to the need of routes to ride through the parking lot now.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I fully support a cycle track through the Westlake corridor. While I myself would be more likely to use a
cycle track along the edge of Westlkae Dr. I understand that many more people would use a lane along
the businesses. I actually avoid this corridor at present due to the lack of clarity along the way. Having a
designated route through the area will help safety and alleviate frustration between users. I hope that a
good compromise between those who drive and those who walk/bike.

Thank you for having this.

Communication ( 5/28/2014 )

I strongly object to parking and lanes being taken away to build bike lanes. Reducing the driving lanes
from a 4 lane road to a 2 lane road would greatly increase congestion as people are constantly turning
into the businesses, residents, and side roads that line the street. Removing the parking would negatively
impact the local businesses and residents, as these parking spaces are occupied the majority of the time
by guests, shoppers, residents, and commercial personnel.

A better solution would be to direct commuting bikers to Dexter, as they already have extremely wide
bike lanes. For any bikers that are leisurely riding around lake Union, signs for common courtesy and
speed limit cameras should be posted, such as the ones used on Katy Trail in Dallas, Texas, so that
joggers, walkers, bikers, skateboarders, etc. can occupy the same space with minimal accidents.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Share my road?
Share my cost!
Otherwise the floor is closed.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

For residents/boaters will there be zone parking available to purchase?

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Not a word was said about the uniqueness of Westlake - the large number of boat that have moorage -
pay for moorage - and the impact on them!

Can't compare to Broadway, Netherlands or Alki or Dexter please respect boater and let them have
access a parking!

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I think it's important to include everybody. If business need parking let them have their parking. And if
possible, keep bicycles out of the parking area and separate from pedestrians so the bicyclists can travel
at a reasonable speed. Keep bikes separated from cars. If necessary, just keep it the way it is now. I just
want to be able to ride safety at a moderate speed going from lower Queen Anne to Downtown.

Dexter is not a preferred option for me as it is not safe. People have pulled out in front of me and opened
their car door on Dexter.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Please don't sacrifice the route of newly planted trees. Keep the lushness of the wildlife watching
experience.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

To say there is excess/surplus parking is a lie

Parking parking parking

The entire problem (bike VS parking) can be solved by keeping the bikes on a center path in the parking
space. Speed bumps set for 10 mph for cars and bikes will be a solution.

Business impact is a major problem.

Displacing business and home owner parking for 1-300 for bike riders is absurd.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Everyone who uses the Westlake corridor (walkers, bikers, drivers) deserves a safe place - bicyclists
weaving between parked cars or among pedestrians on sidewalks doesn't work and isn't safe.

There is a lot of real estate between the lakefront businesses and Westlake to accommodate bicycles in
separated facility.

I understand the need for customer parking, but it is my suspicion that many of the free parking spaces
are used by people who are not customers of those businesses along Westlake. I work in South Lake
Union and have to pay a lot (!) to South Lake and would really like to use the Westlake corridor because
it is flat and direct, but right now it is way too scary.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Right now bad for bicycling, walking, driving. Cycle track will reduce conlict.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Given existing conditions and the mode-choice of users presented in the existing conditions analysis, a
mismatch in provided corridor space is suggested. If the corridor supports a high bike mode split,
dedicated infrastructure makes sense. A separated approach increases clarity, reduces conflicts and
provides a better overall experience for ALL users. Cycle track makes sense.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Put a speed limit in the parking lot for cars AND bikes.

One way driveway will require a lot of cars to turn around on Westlake to get to the business or address
they are looking for. We sell to buyers from all over the PNW who arrive by car.

We have NO commercial parking alternative.

City owned parking garage???

Sure, our employees can carpool or cycle to work but not our clients, vendors or marina tenants.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

AGC Driveway with direct access to stoplight is a dangerous intersection for bikes.

Driveway to parking between 1530 and 1700 Lake Union is also a dangerous intersection for bikes.

Make clear where bikes belong.

I row at 2540 and would like to maintain boat parking.

The speed of cars existing Westlake and onto Lake Union Parking is high and a danger to pedestrians
and bikes at sidewalk and parking lots.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Is it possible to increase transit on Westlake to compensate for loss of parking? How about a trolley on
Westlake? A light rail?

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Great to see cycle track go in. Funny that businesses think their clients will be negatively impacted; my
wife rows at Lake Union Crew Club over three times/week year round and gets there by scooter - I know
she'd go by bike if it was more accessible and safe. We got rid of a car because we live in Greenlake and
commute by bike all over town. I'd bring scuba gear down there by bike trailer. A few parking spots
should be given up for dedicated bike parking to make a statement about emissions reductions. We can
do better than status quo, which has been a car dominated culture infrastructure which isn't as safe and
open for all users. Love to know Seattle is going to make this cycle track happen - we can do this!
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

We need a flat, safe connection from Wallingford/Fremont to downtown. Westlake is the only option for
this route. So it needs to happen on Westlake.

Free parking is not the best use of public space.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I have heard that the current parking on Westlake is free. This is absurd - the parking should be limited
by cost/time not a mini park and ride.

As a road user, I would use a cycle track on Westlake open - either to attend to business in South Lake
Union or return from Capitol Hill or Seattle Center - while the Dexter facility is nice it is not always
practical.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

62% parking is free? City should charge for this to build roads, to fix potholes and other issues, as well
as continued funding for safe bicycle routes.

During peak hours, there are more bikes than cars in this area? Hmm, seems like we need to build the
cycle of building infrastructure for those with abundant resources and less need.

Following a way to integrate business needs, pedestrian needs, vehicles traffic and cyclists is the order,
but worth investing in. I encourage SPU to continue thinking about sustainable practices and the truth
that city is following: : more buildings with less safe infrastructure.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I read the document justifying 10' width (with some parts less!) and 10 mph design speed and am very
unconvinced by the conclusion. All over the world where cycle tracks are successful standards are
higher. The claim that Seattle has successful experience with cycle tracks at these standards is
questionable. We have built two -- Linden and Broadway. Neither has yet experienced the volume nor
variety that we expect on Westlake immediately after opening.

With connections to everyone crossing the Fremont Bridge and all SLU employees, we have to plan for
Burke-Gilman levels of traffic, if not more! And the experience on Linden and Broadway certainly
suggests we'd like better sight lines - we have the space here, so let's do it!
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

The Westlake bike path is not about parking spaces but a public safety issue. The current Westlake city
owned parking lot contains over 1700 spaces and there has been hundreds of bicycle versus car
accidents on the street. At what point does the city of Seattle stop prioritizing idle storage of cars and
start valuing human life.

The problem would also be ameliorated by having proper zoned parking. Currently the parking is being
used as a free park and ride for downtown. commuters who park their car without penalty. If there was a
time limit < 6 hours then that would free up a lot of parking, in parking in the south.

With a protected path this will increase the mobility of people in Seattle as we are expected to grow out
10000 people in the next few decades and increase the liability of our city.

People's health and public safety need to trump a few parking spaces.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Photo on table was taken at least seven years ago - a photo should reflect current condition.

Please no one-way in parking area - loading and unloading trucks will stop traffic.

City should post enforced speed limit in parking lot.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

If you do look at economic impact, be sure to look at the impact of all the businesses in South Lake
Union and the reasons they are locating there - the ability of their employees to get to work by bike,
transit and walking is very important!

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Lots of the potential ideas involve paint and restricting parking, so why not try a pilot project and evaluate
if so we don't need to wait to 2016 for a big construction project that may not work?

10 mph is unrealistic and will just anger the people who are already mad. 12-15 mph is still safe and it's
more realistic.

Please save some thought, paint and signage to be sure the access on north and south ends is safe.
Even now, the Fremont Bridge is a scramble as we jockey across east to west at each end.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

The current level of car - bike interaction is very dangerous.

The next design needs to have lower permeability for cars to separate the users and minimize crashes.

If the bike path is permeable, I will continue to ride in the traffic lane.

There is too much parking now.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

A 10 foot wide bike path is dangerous for the number of bikes that will use the path. The minimum safe
width is 14 feet.

Please charge market rate for these supposedly valuable parking spaces.

If 60% of the parking spaces are free and if the city is charging market rate, then obviously there is a
surplus of parking by 60%. Please remove this space from parking and invest in the cycle track.

In your economic statistics, include the health care costs of bicycle accidents and also the national
standard of 7 million for every life lost. And include the city subsidy of 200-300 m of land.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I don't understand why the parking lot has a continuous road through the middle - this encourages me to
use the road especially by people who ride bikes.

The Westlake cycle track will connect the beautiful Lake Union Park to the Burke Gilman Trail and Ship
Canal Trail - it will be a great tourist attraction. There are already hotels in Seattle that provide free bikes
for guests. With attractive and safe places to ride, more people will see us as a destination for bike riding.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Loss of parking will seriously impact business and tax rev.

Who's paying for this? This is to accommodate the biker - let them pay!
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Reconsider the West side of Westlake. Sounds like you could shift the road way and have room on the
west side where the sidewalk abuts the hill.

Or enhance Dexter and require bicycle to use it.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I strongly support improved bike facilities in this corridor - the current sidewalk/parking lot system is
confusing and dangerous. However, I prefer a design speed of at least 15 mph - slower speed are not
reasonable to expect, even for novice cyclists. 10 mph is extremely slow.

I also want to add support for serious adjustments to the current parking regulations in the study area.
Business access would be significantly imroved with a 2 hours limit during the day, possibly with a RPZ
to accommodate houseboat residents. The huge number of unregulated parking spaces now is causing
business owners to fear a reduction of the total amount of parking, but regulations would make the
parking much more efficient for any legitimate uses.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I live on Phinney Ridge and bike to work in South Lake Union daily. I take Dexter because Westlake is
dangerous, too many pedestrians and cars.

My job has no shower so it would be great to ride flat Westlake to get to work. I think more people would
consider riding if there was a flat route into downtown.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

This city right-of-way is a multi-billion (hundreds of millions) dollar resource that belongs to the city. It
should not be given away as a subsidy for parking. If those businesses cannot survive in a self-sufficient
way without that subsidy, perhaps they should not. The right-of-way belongs to Seattle, not just them.

Please built the cycle track for a 15-20 mph speed limit. A mph limit will be dangerous because even
occasional riders go at least 10 mph.

Please build the cycle track as far from the road as possible, Air pollution exposure to car and truck
exhaust declines significantly with 50 yards separation.

Do not design this cycle track for car parking. The parking is taken advantage of by Amazon employees.
The residents, yacht owners, rich businesses are trying to protect their convenience, not their need. If
they had to pay market rates for their parking, their perceived problem would vanish.

Make sure the cycle track has good sight lines for visibility and safety.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I support the improvement to the biking facilities in this corridor. It is my preferred route from my
Wallingford home to downtown. It appears that the solutions proposed are both agreeable to me, though
I am concerned about the 10 mph design. I fully expect it to be more similar to the Burke-Gilman Trail. It
seems that these options only reduce existing parking a small amount and parking in this corridor could
be maximized by regulating the spaces more efficiently. Thanks for your efforts to make this safer for
everyone!

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I am in favor of the cycle track alignment to be adjacent to the west side of the existing corridor path in
the parking lot.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

The best solution for greater safety is to impose a 10 mph speed limit on Westlake Ave N plus
encouraging bikers to use the established bike route on Dexter Ave N.

Even better is to use Westlake Ave N paved , probably on the west side. Though Westlake may be a
designated truck route, actually truck traffic is light. Can't this designation be changed?

Any other solution is total capitulation to the bike influences of the expense of the Westlake community.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Thanks for asking. A separate bike lane is a great idea. I hope we can have one. I think that bicyclists
would have to accept lights that allow cars and pedestrians to cross the bike path...but makes the
bicyclist stop. This is hard when it's raining.

My preference would be to move plants on east side of Westlake, move parking to the west, insert bike
lane next to service road. Add stop lights if needed so cars or pedstrians can cross bike path if need (to
set to service road or sidewalk, respectively).

Note that my official physical address is Olympia but I live in Seattle, bicycle to FHCRC - thus use this
area 4 days/week.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

The businesses on Westlake should not need to lose parking. They are closer to the lake and deserve
the most corridor action.

The multi-way aspect now is creating safety problems. Bicycles need to obey rules of the road.

If the sidewalk along Westlkae is not working for bicycles/pedestrians multiple use, why not narrow the
sidewalk. Thus parking are closer to the sidewalk, then put green strip down the center of the driving
strip, so bicyclists and motorists can share the space, which is exactly what they are doing now.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Angle parking?

Sell parking areas to business keep parking

Validate parking
Narrow sidewalk to preserve parking and narrow bike route

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Whoa another kick in the nuts for the working in Seattle! When does it stop!If you want a track put a bike
toll on it high fence on each side 3 bucks one way. Sounds fair. Make the bikes pay their own way for
once.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I am writing as a person who almost solely uses my bike to get around the city to access businesses and
eateries. Unfortunately I do not frequent businesses on Westlake because the space is not designed for
people who bike. Westlake is currently a chaotic mess - people who bike don't know where they belong,
drivers don't know where to expect people on bikes it's a dangerous situation for everyone. I am in
support of a bike facility that safely and comfortably accommodates something that does not exist on
either Westlake or Dexter.

I would have liked to see an actual plan tonight that we could comment on. I think there is a lot of
opposition due to the threats of the unknown - people's imaginations go to worse case scenarios. In
short, they fell threatened by what they think could be an end to their way of life. Clarifying what parking
management strategies are planned and what the infrastructure would look like would have been helpful.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Thanks for making a safe commute option possible on Westlake! My employer, the Allen Institute for
Brain Science, is moving to Westlake in 2015. I and my coworkers currently commute year round by
bicycle and will benefit greatly from a safe route. I also intend to use the path with my wife and young
son. Please site the path to avoid auto conflicts s much as possible. Also, do not limit speeds so greatly
that it is not useful as a transportation corridor. The target should be 15-20 mph.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Safety for all!

Please protect water related businesses and safe access to them. These businesses are essential to
Seattle and cannot move to other non-water location.

BIG problem exists at 2700 Diamond Marine where currently there is a 90 degree turn, blind corner, high
speed cars entering, fuel trucks, pedestrians, bikes who cut straight across.

Fremont Bridge crossing should be considered, too, please. Very dangerous for pedestrians now! Biker
should walk if there is no other option.

Consider biker education, tax and enforcement of violations (same as cars).

Communication ( 5/30/2014 )

My daily commute (rain or shine) brings me through this corridor, and I can honestly say that if something
stupid like the cycletrack on Broadway--zig-zagging from one side to the other--or dangerous like the
cycletrack on Linden--parking adjacent reduces cyclist visibility--is repeated here, cyclists will resort to
taking a lane of traffic in the road, or continue to stress pedestrians by riding on the sidewalk.

Bicycles are vehicles of opportunity (which is one reason we cyclists like to ride them), so I highly
recommend (again) providing the most successful bicycle road section along Westlake: one lane of
parking, a 5'-wide bike lane, a lane of vehicle traffic, and a shared center turn/flex lane. Parking could be
parallel or angle parking (if more parking is required). If there is additional room, two lanes of vehicle
traffic could be provided. This road section has proven safe and successful throughout the city--so much
so that it was utilized at NE 75th to address automobile speeds and hazards that killed a family 2 years
ago. Further, this road section solves the often disregarded challenge of transitioning back to this design,
both in Fremont to the north, and at 9th, to the South.

As a commuter and recreational rider, as well as vehicle driver and pedestrian, I've experienced the
challenge form all sides, and strongly believe that this road section provides the greatest safety,
cost-effectiveness, and future flexibility. It would be a shame to spend another few million dollars to
create a disruptive "cycletrack" that does nothing to improve safety, but rather creates more strife
between vehicle user types.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Aaron Swain.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I want thank SDOT for leading Seattle with a multi-modal planning solution in mind. Safety is #1
implementing a protected bike lane is key to this future. I encourage SDOT to lead and not give to the
complacent status of the present. We have a grant, funding, and endorsement by the city council. Make
Seattle a most livable city. Implement a protected bike lane. Let this decision be the legacy of best
thinking, driven by the City of Seattle safety, equity, multi-modal master planning.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Please do not remove parking spaces on Westlake, especially on the north end, we keep our boat
moored at Diamond Marina and it is already difficult to find a reasonably close parking spot on warm
summer days. (Flaws in the study online include: data collected in fall-September-not warm, number of
parking spots seems like a lot, but there is 1 mile of distance from Diamond Marina to parking garage -
too far to park).

Already pedestrian sidewalk on Westlake, along bike lanes on Dexter, if we cannot access boat by
parking we all probably have to lose out boat, as we cannot park it at home, and we pay all fees to be
able to use our boat in the summer. I worry the Marinas will go out of business if it's too inconvenient to
access boats. I am also a cyclist and former member of Cascade.

I am perfectly fine with riding through a parking lot or at Dexter. There could be more signage to indicate
right-of-way (my experience has been bikes and pedestrians make right access from trail to parking
lot/sidewalk without looking up to see if other cars and pedestrians are coming). Cars could park by
backing in so bike would be more visible when people leave parking place, which I think is biggest time
of risk.

Communication ( 5/30/2014 )

I support a protected bike lane through Westlake. The east side would be safe for bicyclists (avoid cars
turning into parking lot). I like the idea of validated parking to help waterfront businesses dependent
parking.

In walking through how to accommodate pedestrians and bikes look at UW's treatment of Burke-Gilman
through campus.

Please work on reducing conflict in the parking lot. My son commuted to work on bike all last summer. He
ended up in conflict with parking cars. It was a very unsafe situation.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Thank you for providing a safe route for me to travel with my husband and son. The current situation
makes me think Seattle circa 1980. This city can do better. It's good to see that happening.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

This project is unnecessary. The bikes already have a track they really don't use. They prefer ride fast
through the parking lot. Would I not like to 200 M though my neighborhood? Well, I cannot because it is
unsafe and inconsiderate. The bike s need to slow down and be considerate in out neighborhood. IF
parking is decreased, business will die on Westlkae. The bikes do not ever contribute to business along
Westlake - they just zoom through. Many people make their living doing business on Westlake and they
pay taxes.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Minimize impact to parking and businesses where possible, but get the cycle track built ASAP. A cycle
track with the fewest vehicle crossings maybe closer to the lake than the road seems like the best idea
for me. This is going to make a huge difference to my commute and make it for safer, thank you for
building this!

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

How about a park & ride lot for bicycles around Fremont or Seattle Pacific University.

This would free up spaces for business employees along Westlake.

I have noticed a number of cyclist who park on the "free" side & ride into town.
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Communication ( 5/30/2014 )

I work at 1505 Westlake.
This idea of adding a dedicated bike lane without making any behavioral changes to the bike riding
community is a waste of funding and time. The main problem continues to be a lack of any training or
rules by the majority of the bike riders. They practice nominal safety behavior. Any change like this
without requiring riders to use it will not solve the existing problems. It will only drive more businesses
away. The funding must be directed into rider training, rule enforcement for both riders and autos if safety
is the goal. Please see what has been done statewide for motorcycle riders with special licensing and
rules.
Westlake is a unique area with marine industry and businesses. Cutting them off by installing a dedicated
HOV/Bike lane will destroy the community.

Communication ( 5/30/2014 )

I am a live aboard yachter at the AGC Marina. I have been here for a year now and can't for the life of
me figure out what Seattle cyclists think. I have been all over the world and have witnessed effective
commuting by cyclists amongst motorists with no extra infrastructure provided. If cyclists observed the
current laws and rules there wouldn't be an issue. The first week I was here I was run over by a cyclist in
the parking lot. He was going way too fast and going the wrong way in a posted lane. I had no recourse
because cyclists are not required to be registered or pay a license fee like all other forms of
transportation. I was injured and took 3 weeks to rehab my hip. Why is Seattle spending frivolous dollars
they don't have to pacify an activity that doesn't generate its own revenue? It is already in the R CW for
the cities to impose this licensing. Just make them follow all published rules and regulations and there
won't be a need for anything. This is starting to sound like a 2 billion dollar useless tunnel project
downtown. No gain for the money spent.

Communication ( 5/30/2014 )

At the May 21st meeting, we were told that parking along Westlake is priced according to market
demand. We were also told in the written material that ~60% of the parking spaces are unpaid. The
conclusion from this is that 60% of the parking spaces have no value. I recommend that SDOT remove at
least 60% of the parking and use it for higher priority uses, such as an adequately wide cycle track and
for park space.

SDOT should consider removing more than 60% of the parking. The rest of the parking is at most $7 per
day. Compare this to $25 per day where I work, or $16 if you get an early bird special or a monthly pass.
Clearly even the paid parking is not in high demand. SDOT should remove additional parking spots (on
top of the 60% removed) until parking is $15-$20 per day and use the space for the benefit of all city
residents. Otherwise, this is just a subsidy for rich yacht owners and businessmen.
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Communication ( 5/30/2014 )

I've talked to many and spent many hours of my gray matter and have a solution.

Each area will need slight differences. The basic ideas are these:

1. Make the parking lot one way for cars....either north or south.

2. Parking should be no more than 4 hours and enforce.

3. Residents and business should be able to purchase RPZ passes.

4. Paint a green strip down the center of the parking lot for two way bikes.

5. Parking should be at an angle back in only, facing the one way direction.

Backing in will allow people to see bikes before pulling out. The green labelled stripe will make it clear for
bike riders and help drivers awareness.

This really is a no brainer and not nearly the cost. A few parking spots will be reduced but it will be much
safer.

Communication ( 5/30/2014 )

Parking cannot be reduced along the Westlake corridor. There is not enough available parking now, and
limiting it further would affect the livelihood of those who work there.

Communication ( 5/31/2014 )

I would love to see the Westlake Cycle Track project happen. I live in Fremont and work downtown. I've
been thinking about cycling into work, but I'm not a 'serious' cyclist and worry about interacting with traffic
or other (faster) cyclists who I may be slowing down.

It would be great to have a safe, level space for cyclists along this stretch, and I think it would encourage
more novice cyclists like me to use bikes as a form of transportation.

I really hope the project moves forward. Thanks!
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Communication ( 6/2/2014 )

Hello,

I live here on Westlake. I understand that the
bike community would like to see a bike lane. Although there is one on Dexter. The stretch of sidewalk on
Westlake sees plenty of walkers and runners. If we mix a bike path on the section of sidewalk I believe it
will be dangerous to those of us who are not on bikes. If the path is a must I believe the best option will
be to add it on the road. Since I also park my car and the lot is already at an overflow. I also do not
support taking space up in this manor. Since more people drive than bike we need to support the
parking.
Thank you

60 of 75 6/18/2014 9:49 AM



Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

The Westlake Avenue N corridor between Fremont and South Lake Union neighborhoods connects to
the Fremont Bridge, Ship Canal Trail and Lake Union Park. This unique 1.2 miles corridor is a major
truck street with Transit and is home to marine-related businesses. moorage areas, floating homes and
more. People walking, using wheelchairs, biking and driving all share an undefined space with a large
amount of public parking. The Westlake Cycle Track (protected bike lane) project will add predictability
for all users and create a safer, more comfortable place for people of all ages and abilities to bike. A
cycle track is a protected bike lane with a physical buffer between moving vehicles that is also distinct
from the sidewalk.

The following numbers are found in the recently completed Economic Impact Study and/or the bicycle
/pedestrian counts conducted last year.

Usage numbers:
Pedestrians: 2000 daily (probably more)
Vehicles: 20000
Businesses: 300+
Marinas: 19
Pleasure craft owners: 1200
Residents: 300+
Parking spaces: 1200
Recreational visitors: 200000 a year

Bikers: 160 daily

Pedestrians must use the walkway to go to and from businesses and homes.

Businesses need customers and customers need parking.

Vehicles must park near businesses and homes.

Residents must park near their homes.

Marina pleasure craft owners must park near their boats.

Bikers want a leisurely route for their pleasure.

Why is there a multi-million dollar protected bike lane plan for the smallest segment of users if it is
disrupting the accessibility AND/OR livelihood of all other groups when there are economical solutions to
address the safety issue?

Proposed solution using bicycle planning funds at a minimal cost:
Add signage (10 mph) and share-0 templates.
Use bike plan funding to enforce rules for bicycle safety in the corridor.
Add bicycle speed bumps in the corridor to help with the enforcement.
Add share-o signage in the freight lanes to encourage use of that lane along the corridor.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

1st I would like to know how cyclists have been involved in collisions in this corridor, for the sake of
personal risk assessment, and comfort in knowing if the city's design will appropriately address whatever
the problems are.

It would be very helpful for at least myself to know, for each reported incidence of collision,
The time of day and year
Involved parties' positions in roadway/parking lot/sidewalk, in fee from landmarks
Orientation of collision
Speed of each involved party
Highlight and taillight luminance, side visibility

Unless there are a significant number of cars which are backing up from parking lot in a way a cyclist can
stop or alter course in at speeds less than 10 mph when the cyclist is already 3 feet apart from the
parked car's initial positions, and the cyclists knows they can stop in less than 10 feet at this speed
(CPSC standard is in 15 ft at 15 mph?). I don't know if this is a problem that;s infrastructure related. Anne
Lusk study adequate? debatable? where is evidence?

Cycle track is general only seem to make cyclists safer because ridership increases where they've been
observed . SDOT's own surveys suggests most folks don't ride for reasons other than safety. Portland's
Peak Oil Task Force has forecasted food and fuel will be a much bigger part of personal budgets, and
can be forecasted weather or no a big deal. Bikes can fit, gears exist,folks don't need to live so far from
where they need to be, bikes can last longer, places like the Biker's should be supported.

A man on bike was recently rear-ended by someone on Rainier Ave with no driver;s license, nor
insurance. They were allowed to drive away with no charges on them. What happened to prosecuting
attorneys? If the cyclist had a rear light, how bright was it? Where was it directed? How conscious were
they of these things? IS Anne Lusk's study adequate?

All can improve: light rail, ride-share, cyclist traffic community education, bike-share, collisions risk
assessment rear end V. other collisions. considering police and insurance claim reports.

Thank you.

Communication ( 6/2/2014 )

I work at 1633 Westlake Ave N, where my commute to work is sometimes by bike and other times as
pedestrian on that corridor. I believe designated lanes for bikes and for pedestrians are necessary, for
safety of all those who use the corridor, including vehicle drivers.
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Communication ( 6/2/2014 )

I've been living in the city of Seattle for over 25 years.I have been a yacht owner for 25 year on the West
Lake courier. Paying property taxes, yacht taxes and moorage which includes taxes. I see the need for
safety and the need for business and marinas to have parking to access them. The so called free parking
along West Lake is no more than a Park and Ride to access down town. In city living should provide
zone parking pass to give access for business owners and marina renters non liveaboard parking to
access the water front.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

This project is the most ill-conceived project I can imagine.
I am frequently the victim of rude and aggressive bikers in my use of this area. A bike track will make the
problem worse by far.
I live on Dexter and that corridor has already been sacrificed for the bicyclists. Now Westlake too???

This is outrageous.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I just want to enthusiastically express my support for the Westlake Cycle Track Project!

Thank you for taking on this effort to make this area safer and more accessible for ALL.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Please look at MINIMIZING the size of parking spaces - both width and length ie. maximize utility of
corridor space for parking.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Please do a full EIS impacts of traffic are big. Impacts to water related businesses are huge and they
have no where else to go. if water related businesses can't make it there who will be able to?

Please include blocks 2700-3000 in the project. Impacts of anything you do will seriously affect us too.

Communication ( 6/2/2014 )

I work at 1633 Westlake Avenue North and get to work each day on my bike, travelling through the area
proposed for the cycle track. My priorities for the work are:
1) Consistent segments; I think it's very challenging navigating so many different road and parking
configurations.
2) A decent planned speed for bikes on the cycle track. Since it's geared just for cyclists, I think 10 mph
is way too slow.
3) I want to see market pricing on all the parking in that area.
4) At the open house, there were comments that there would NOT be a financial study of the corridor and
there would NOT be a study of traffic parking habits. I really hope there is a financial study because if we
want cycle tracks to be successful we need to understand how things change. What if (I hope) there are
financial benefits to making the change, wouldn't it be great to have data to show that? I also think it
wouldn't be that tough to look at parking usage via cameras and automatic photos every X hours.
5) I would like to see severely reduced speeds on Westlake. It's posted 35 and I see many cars that are
going considerably faster. Supposedly it's a truck/bus route and we can't reduce it from four lanes, but
why not reduce speeds? It shouldn't be a mini highway through an area with so much potential for
activity. If people want to go fast through town, why not use Aurora or I-5.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

We need a Westlake Cycle track! It is hard riding up the Dexter hill! I ride with my 3 year old to daycare
downtown and really want a safe, and fast route into downtown that avoids hills.

Communication ( 6/2/2014 )

Please consider good connections from the cycle track to downtown.

Westlake Ave south of Lake Union is not safe for bikes.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Please do not build the cycle track!!

This is not welcomed! Taking away our parking that is sooo valuable will put me out of business!!

Communication ( 6/2/2014 )

Making vehicles travel one-way in the parking lot makes good sense to me.

Seems safer for sure. Can we just turn the parallel parking lane into a bike lane and leave the
perpendicular parking spaces alone?

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Photos show a lot of empty parking spaces. There is room to accommodate bikes. Boulder CO design is
a nice one.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Use grant funds for bicycle safety - proposed solution: low cost

- add signage (10 mph) and share-o template to freight lanes
- add bicycle speed bumps in the corridor
- add police on bikes to enforce rules for safety in the corridor

Problem: multi-million dollar project planned for smallest segment of users (bikes). It is disrupting the
accessibility for all other groups (pedestrians, residents, businesses, vehicles, boat owners, visitors).
What is attractive to bikes is disruptive to my neighborhood. It is causing stress!

Communication ( 6/2/2014 )

I use Westlake for walking, running and biking several days a week and I strongly support improvements
along this corridor. I would love to have a corridor where my family could travel safely from Fremont to
downtown and at the same time have access to all the amenities along Westlake.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Thank you for tackling this issue, especially given its difficulty and the us/them hostility.

Even NYC has been putting in bike lanes and facilities. Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens; very crowded
places. Biking there has increased - tourists dig it and it's fun. If they can do this stuff, still impacting
traffic and parking, we can do it too.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Let's consider a multi-use trail. The last one (current sidewalk) never received signage or indications of
where pedestrians and wheels should be! We used SDOT to follow through with speed bumps, signs etc
in the parking area as well as lanes on the sidewalk and SDOT dropped the ball! Now SDOT is saying it
is not safe. It could be if folks knew where to be! (and perhaps widened a bit) - much less expensive,
much less impact on this valuable precious maritime community and still provide safe passage for foot
and cycle traffic. Please consider multi-use trail!

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Enforcement! Would solve almost all safety issues. Why is it not being done!?

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Totally love the cycle track proposal - this corridor is heavily trafficked by bikes, and a cycle track to the
east will make it safer for everyone. This will benefit the businesses in the corridor by attracting more
people and increasing visibility of the businesses. Facilitating growth in bike commuting will help
minimize congestion in other transport modes. I expect the neighborhood residents and businesses will
love it once it is installed.
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Communication ( 6/2/2014 )

I support a separate and distinct area for biking. However 10 feet wide and a completely separate
walking path that bikers also use seems excessive. It seems the bike designated area would become the
"fast" lane and the other would remain to be used by bikes. I currently live in a floating home and the
bikers that use the area currently are aggressive, fast and rude (fly past vehicles going slow, etc).

Options to maintain 90% of parking:
- use part of current walking path as part of bike/pedestrian path
- use ramps/bridges?
- set parking limits on commuters and others who aren't staying in the area
- reduce speed of bicycle path

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

As a member of the professional maritime community and a year-round commuter, please continue your
efforts to promote cycling in this great city. We're all the same person, trying to make money, raise
families, spend time with each other, and get where we're going safely. You're somewhat inherently safe
in a car or truck, but a cyclist is completely exposed. We deserve safe places to get where we're going
regardless of our mode. Please make it happen! Now! And thanks for continuing to make Seattle an
attractive place for good people to live and move to! thanks!

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

When biking to this meeting on Westlake I was almost hit by two cars backing up. I also own a boat that
is moored on the Westlake corridor. If this cycle track isn't built, I will most likely move for a better bike
commute to work and thus move my boat.

Communication ( 6/2/2014 )

70+ elderly live aboard concerned about speed of bike traffic on sidewalk and in parking lot. participated
in Westlake RPZ project. Concerned that controlled parking has in my vicinity (Marina Mart) changed
from short term to all day. This has made day parking very much the same as before the RPZ with
parking scarce for daylight working hours. Perhaps the uncontrolled parking along Westlake could be
metered and the inside (water/business side) be returned to 2 or 4 hour. Safety and speed of bike traffic
is my primary concern. I don't think this should be a race track but focused on recreational use at slower,
possibly controlled speed with pedestrians protected. It is my hope that provisions will be made for short
term service parking allowing vendors access to docks, I believe bike commuters should be encouraged
to utilize the established Dexter bike commuter lanes.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

While the Dexter Ave bike lane is a great facility, many people feel unsafe on an unprotected bike lane.
To correct the ship canal trail to South Lake Union park/MOHAI, a likely future bike share site, we need a
protected route that is separated for the safety of pedestrians.

Communication ( 6/2/2014 )

Include bike share station placement in your design process. Allow for flexibility. Reach out to Pronto, the
bike share organization to coordinate this planning.

I am the City's representative to the bike share organization.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I've been a pedestrian, driver, and biker on this corridor and always have close calls in whatever mode.
We need better all round visibility, slower bikes, slower vehicles exiting Westlake. Could the western side
of parking be shifted onto Westlake so it is only accessed from Westlake as angle parking, so bikes
aren't dodging two rows of parked vehicles?

Communication ( 6/2/2014 )

I am both a local resident as well as frequent visitor to businesses and activities along Lake Union. With
the many road revisions (Mercer and Dexter)I feel it's imperative we maintain the current number of
travel lanes along Westlake as well as the number of existing public parking spaces along the road side
parking. This will ensure growth capacity for both vehicle traffic as well as business and lake activity
parking for the long term. Let's find a reasonable solution for all.
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Communication ( 6/2/2014 )

Please consider an elevated track! Instead of looking to see what other cities have done in the past, let's
make a safe and dedicated track for our future!

An elevated track ensures the safety of cyclists, while maintaining a dedicated sidewalk for pedestrians,
pets, and children. We can eliminate the possibility of accidents with cars and walkers! No other proposal
comes close to ensuring the safety of so many involved.

And best of all, we can go with the safest solution that also happens to guarantee the viability of the
Westlake Avenue North neighborhood by preserving all existing parking!

As a resident and daily user of both the parking lot and the sidewalk (to run and/or walk my dog, and ride
my bike), I can think of nothing better. I happily throw 100% support in favor of an elevated track.

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I am most concerned about safety. Having been run into by a cyclist out of control a year ago that caused
over $1000 damage to my car, and having had quite a few near misses of being hit by a cyclist while
walking, I have real safety concerns for my own safety as well as concerns that I don't hit a cyclist who is
not following road rules by cycling on the wrong side of the street, going too fast for safety, or cutting
corners the dangerous intersection where we turn into Diamond Marina.

I think turning Chesahiud Loop into a wide single car lane one-way Northwest makes a lot of sense. The
current two-way street is dangerous to cross to get to recycling and garbage or to and from one's car
when parking on the Westlake side. A one-way street would make it less dangerous to cross. The
90-degree angle of current parking slots makes it difficult to see traffic coming either way, especially
when a big SUV or pickup parks next to me. Angled parking would improve visibility, especially if the
slots were angled in such a way that cars had to back into the spaces, as they do on one-way section of
35th between Evanston and Fremont in the Fremont district. By angling the parking spaces, enough
room could be saved to put in a two-way cycle track next to the sidewalk area (and possibly taking a foot
or two from the sidewalk). A curb installed on either side of the cycle track would help protest cyclists and
pedestrians and keep the cyclists in predictable spaces. I also strongly recommend that a
two-horizontal-bar handrail be installed around the curb at the traffic entrance by Diamond, forcing
bicyclists to turn and follow the path, rather than jump the curb and dart across traffic. More signs need to
be installed giving cyclists the speed limit of 10 MPH, but especially a sign of 5 MPH before the S-curve
by the traffic entrance by Diamond.

I agree some cyclists go far to fast for safety. A car moving that fast would be ticketed, yet bicyclist have
less control than cars. While on the one hand I'm delighted that more and more people are using
bicycles, I think new regulations need to be enacted to protect cyclists and others. There are way too
many violations and bikers seem to have attitude they can do whatever they want. I strongly advocate for
bike license plates in the city, so bikers feel less anonymous and can be more easily located and
ticketed. We need the police to stop turning a blind eye to bikers to flagrantly disobey traffic rules. We
need legal reform that automatically assumes the car is at fault if there is a bike-auto accident. We need
bikers to be required to get a license to drive, involving a rules-of-the-road test, such as auto drivers and
boat drivers need to pass. Until the bikers community feels it has to follow common-sense rules like
everyone else, none of us will be safe.
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Communication ( 6/3/2014 )

I have a retail business at street level that is very dependent on parking which is already almost
unavailable at many times. We pay city, state and federal taxes and have 3 employees that are paid
much better than minimum wages. My store brings in much of its sales from out of the area customers
who must have convenient access to the store.

Bike riders do NOT contribute to the economy of the city, nor pay their way.

I would request that _any_ cycle track be moved out of the parking area and take into account a
restructuring of Westlake Ave. as well. Traffic in/out of the parking lots is very dangerous, going from
40-50 MPH to nearly stopped. Crossing lanes of bike traffic would be very dangerous.

Existing bike tracks not 2 blocks away are under-utilized. Enforcement of unsafe riding practices and
education as to the already available resources for bike riders is much more to the point. A license fee
should be created to pay for any improvements.

Jack Connick
Owner, Optical Ocean Sales LLC.

Communication ( 6/3/2014 )

Design for Commuting Speeds:

The Westlake Cycle Track needs to support the needs of bicycle commuters. On this flat pathway,
speeds of 11 – 16 MPH are likely by typical cyclists. The cycle track should be designed to function well
at speeds of at least 15 MPH.

One panelist correctly pointed out that the cycle track needs to serve multiple classes of users. This
should include bicycle commuters at speed. If the cycle track is not for commuting speeds, then another
suitable facility needs to be part of the project. The project is hardly worth doing if bicycle commuters are
excluded.

Communication ( 6/3/2014 )

Excellent Design:

The design of the Westlake Cycle Track needs to function well and be successful with users, with
businesses, and with the neighborhood. It needs to avoid the ‘white elephant’ experience of the Dexter
Ave facility.
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Communication ( 6/3/2014 )

Connections to Fremont Bridge:

The Westlake Cycle Track must connect to bicycle routes to and from Fremont and Interbay. This means
a southbound connection from the Fremont Bridge west side, and a northbound connection to the
Fremont Bridge east side, and a westbound connection to the South Ship Canal Trail.

The present driveway at the north end of the parking lots should be closed and moved further south so
that the slow “dog-leg” path with crossing traffic can be avoided.

The Fremont Bridge west connection needs better bicycle facilities. There could be a one-way cycle track
west on Florentia Street directly to northbound 3rd Ave N (bypassing the signal). A new descent from 3rd
Ave N to the eastbound South Ship Canal Trail should be considered (preferably as part of this project).

Communication ( 6/3/2014 )

Storm water grates on Westlake Ave N and other streets in general:

One annoying (and somewhat dangerous) feature of Westlake Ave N needs to be done away with. That
of storm water grates on the right side of the roadway next to the curb where cyclists need to ride. Can’t
the drain vaults be under the sidewalk with the openings in the curb?
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Communication ( 6/4/2014 )

Greetings. By way of background, I own a technology based company that moved into the Westlake area
2 years ago, because of its location to amenities and beautiful surroundings. We also greatly enjoy the
community mix of marine, live aboards, services, etc. My company, of software engineers & developer,
with global accounts and 24 X & operations, has 10 employees and 40% (including myself) bike to work.
Thus we would like to share a number of thoughts and observations:
1. Safety for all is paramount. Currently, those like myself that ride from the north or that have bused from
the eastside, then ride in from the south of Westlake -- we all have well defined locations for biking -- until
we get across the Freemont bridge or MOMI area. There is no signage and bikes ride every where. The
worst part of my bike commute is the stretch from bridge to work. Sidewalk, delivery lane, or between
parked cars-- it is very unnerving and dangerous.
2. Separating cars and bikes with a dedicated bike area would be huge and well received. In looking at
your 2 options, the one closest to the buildings -- well away from the 4 lane highway is our collective
recommendation-- since cars turning into Westlake do so really fast -- since they are many times
crossing 2 lanes -- to have them immediately to look for bikes is not reasonable.
3. Realize what the street side Parking is in Westlake -- a very close in FREE Park & Ride to downtown.
By 7.30am all free slots are filled -- with a very high majority of walkers / driven bikers that head into
Amazon / downtown. They have swamped the parking. Thus our recommendation is to reduce the
parking fee -- but charge for all parking slots-- or different fees for local businesses versus those going to
downtown.
4. Create Neighborhood Stickers for boat folks & employees in the area.

In general the dedicated bike path is very much needed and we do not care the impact on number of
parking slots since a high percent are people that are using the space as a park & ride. Please
implement your closest to water option as soon as possible!

Best regards,

J.
Owner - Orca Wave at Marina Mart building

Communication ( 6/4/2014 )

For bicycle and car safety I like the bike lane option that is closest to the building. Also, I would like to
see the row of free parking kept as that was an important element for Orca Wave when we chose to
locate in this building.

Communication ( 6/4/2014 )

I personally and for my business believe that a bicycle track on Westlake will be one of the biggest
mistakes this city will make. Not only will it be devastating for ALL businesses, but the UNSAFE traffic
chaos will effect everyone--Bikers, walkers, cars, trucks and delivery vehicles. This plan should either be
canceled or postponed until a decision is made for light rail!

EnviroLytical - Communications https://el2.envirolytical.com/communication/Print?___z=0&MetadataFie...



Communication ( 6/4/2014 )

I support the westlake cycletrack! As a daily bike commuter, having a protected bike lane in this area
makes a lot of sense.

I would highly recommend separation from both vehicular and pedestrian traffic by curbs or other
physical markers. I've recently spent time in Barcelona and Amsterdam. Pedestrians would regularly
wander onto the bike path when it was part of the sidewalk with just a paint stripe to set it apart.

I don't see any current options on the website, but I would recommend putting the cycletrack between the
parking and the pedestrian sidewalk. (so going east-to-west: roadway, angled parking on both sides of
one-way drive, vegetated buffer, cycletrack, pedestrian sidewalk).

Thanks!
C.
architect and bike commuter

Communication ( 6/4/2014 )

1.) SDOT staff and design contractors stated at the meeting that free parking spots are largely utilized by
downtown commuters. In the area north of Newton St. (driveway 8) this premise is incorrect. Evidence of
the lack of "commuter" use is the availability of parking between 8-9AM. The parking area will fill to
capacity after this time as the customers and employees of waterfront businesses arrive. Contractors
who work on vessels generally arrive after periods of peak road traffic. Parking in the area is also fully
utilized by the large number of people who participate in rowing sports at Lake Union Crew.
2.) Large trucks frequently enter and exit the driveways leading to the docks at Nautical Landing. Semi
trucks with 53' trailers, Fuel trucks( 40'-75') and smaller delivery trucks make their way across the path
proposed for the dedicated bike track. If these vehicles are forced to hold in the area of the bike track
because of traffic in the parking area or on Westlake, who has the right of way in the event of a bicycle
colliding with a truck? The same question is applicable in the case of smaller passenger vehicles that
utilize the numerous curb cuts to driveways accessing private property. Will stop signs be posted on the
cycle track at each intersection with a driveway?
3.) Will there be signs posted indicating that the cycle track speed limit is 10 mph( as King County Has
Done on the Burke Gilman trail)? Will there be enforcement on the track similar to what the city of Lake
Forest Park does(tickets)?
4.)Has the Seattle Fire Department been consulted during the design process regarding the need for
rapid egress of vehicles hauling flammable materials off of the docks?
5. The initial proposals show a loss of 50% of the available parking in the area north of Newton Street. Is
SDOT going to work with DPD and the mayors office to ease restrictions on property owners regarding
the development of additional overwater parking to help mitigate the effects of the cycle track
implementation. The recently passed SMP( Shoreline Master Plan) for Seattle makes it all but impossible
to create parking over water. Westlake is is unique among Seattle cycle tracks and bike lanes in that
there are no options for people seeking parking to go east or west(because of the hill and the water). The
maritime community along Westlake is dependent upon the availability of both long and short term
parking so granting property owners the flexibility to offset the loss of street parking through expansion of
private overwater parking only makes sense.
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Communication ( 6/4/2014 )

With the impending bike trail, please note that we have been boat tenants on Westlake for 25 years now
(liveaboards for 20). In retirement we pay property taxes and a host of taxes associated with our
moorage fees. We pay for parking often just to go to our boat; while the entire westlake side of parking
lot remains a "Park and Ride" of free parking for the workday crowd. Serious consideration should be
given to folks like us who do own a car and wish to access our boat throughout the year. How can a bike
path take precedence over the thousands of moored boats mostly accessed by car?

Communication ( 6/4/2014 )

To Whom It May Concern:
I am an attorney representing businesses along Westlake Avenue North including Nautical Landing
which owns a large vessel marina on the west side of Lake Union. On behalf of these business please
accept the following comments:
*SDOT should stay design of the cycle track until Sound Transit completes its process for the Ballard
extension. This will permit City leaders to look at and plan Westlake for its future transportation demands.
Pushing a cycle track at this moment piecemeals the planning and construction of transportation
infrastructure.
*SDOT should consider the east side of Westlake Avenue. It is premature to dismiss the east side of
Westlake as a viable option for a cycle track. It has many advantages over the west side of Westlake
such as fewer pedestrians and vehicle access points.
*SDOT should conduct an economic impact statement. The businesses along this corridor deserve a
thorough investigation into how this cycle track will impact existing business vital to the diversity in this
neighborhood.
Thank you and please feel free to contact me with any questions.
JT Cooke.

Communication ( 6/5/2014 )

I keep my boat at a Marina on Westlake and am not only concerned about the potential loss of
parking…But about enforcement of traffic rules with bikers in the area now. They fly thru the area and
view pedestrians as in the road…My dog has almost been struck as have I multiple times…One way
streets, sidewalks, stop signs and common courtesy are ignored. It seems as though bikers believe they
have more rights than others, when I am backing out of a parking spot they don't stop and wait like
another vehicle might they fly behind me…which is not safe…is there any enforcement of traffic rules for
bikers…That is a serious question..not rhetorical
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Objectives: Please add downtown to the connectivity objective. Please add commuters to the
accessibility objective.

Please publish a design demand for the facility, in ADT and PM peak. Please ensure that design width is
consistent with NACTO standards.

Please have Toole reissue the design memorandum to correct the error in siting a 10MPH design speed
in the London guidelines (see section 4.4.15). Please conform to the National standards that the City
Council directed you to follow in Res. 31515 regarding design speeds.

Please clarify where SDOT intends and expects cyclists traveling in excess of 10MPH to ride?

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I support the protected bike lane along Westlake because it provides the safest travel option for cyclists
of all ages, preserves the most parking and will promote more predictable behavior by all users of this
corridor. We all want the same thing: to be able to choose the mode of transit that best suits our needs
and to get to where we are going safely and without obstacles.

I would also like to point out the the drawings of the proposed bike lane are represented by a blue line,
which traditionally on maps indicates a river or water; a barrier that must be forged or crossed by bridge.
The cycle track does not guarantee a constant flow of bicycle traffic at all hours of the day, it will not be a
river of cyclists. Most people who are commuting will be using it during rush hour times. The argument
that businesses will be negatively impacted by the bike lane misses this point, as well as the well
documented fact that persons on bikes shop, and can stop multiple times within a business district
because bike parking is never a scarcity!

Keep up the good work!

Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I attending the meeting on May 21 and i came away with a strong impression that SDOT is going to
ramrod this cycle track through without regard to parking needs of businesses and customers on
westlake. This impression is based on the weak answers and non answers to questions from the
audience members concerned about the businesses on westlake. I left feeling that this meeting was only
for the purpose of pretending that both sides were listened to, and that really only the cyclists needs will
be taken care of. this is also based on the website which presents only information in support of the bike
track, and does a parking study in the fall when the high use of marina parking is in the summer. Please
preserve parking spots or maybe add parking structures accessible to the entire length of westlake.
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Communication ( 5/28/2014 )

I would definitely like this option to be explored! I am squarely in the category of users SDOT says they
want to cater to -- slow rider, doing errands. In general there is no issue with riding on the sidewalk, so
long as I am courteous and give priority to pedestrians. I suggest, by widening the sidewalk, say, 5', and
putting in lanes plus signage -- we could have a highly functional multi-use path, for slow speed bikes,
and have very little impact on parking.

Truth is, I bet faster bikes would still go down the middle of the parking lot. But, regardless what
happens, I'm not sure we will prevent that. Ditto for people who ride on the street.

I thought it was a good Q&A session. It was really frustrating not to have dialogue (although that would
have been unmanageable), and that we ran out of time. I hope SDOT will list the questions and answers
on their web site. Better yet would be if there were a mechanism to ask additional ones.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

Tonight at the Open House Q&A period, I asked the question: “In lieu of a dedicated 10’-12’ wide
dedicated cycle track that displaces essential parking for residents, businesses, business patrons, and
moorage tenants – can we consider a multi-use pathway along the corridor?”

I was very dissatisfied with the answer “we have that now and it is not working” – but of course, I could
not follow up. It is not working in major part BECAUSE SDOT FAILED to put up signage and paint lanes!
Nobody knows where they are supposed to be – and many do not even know that bikes are allowed on
the trail! The parking lot is dangerous for the same reasons – when the parking lot was paved and the
sidewalk trail was installed, we were told that there would be speed bumps and signage (stop and yield
signs at intersections, speed limit signs etc.) in the parking lot – and we were told that there would be
signage on the trail. The art work was installed along the trail, but the functional signage was not! Signs
and a little paint on the sidewalk indicating where to walk and where to be with wheels would go a LONG
way to provide safety for all users of the trail… especially if we are talking recreational users… families
and such (as they claim they are trying to serve). With increased use, we may need to widen the trail
some… but we could maintain the essential parking with this option AND provide safety for the trail
users. Adding speed controls and signage in the parking lot would also go a LONG way to help with
safety and flow through the parking corridor for cars and those bikers who still choose to travel there.

I feel like this may be a pivotal time where we can solve the safety issues and preserve our
neighborhood and it’s essential parking by pushing hard for the multi-use trail idea. For goodness sake,
the access on both ends is multi-use… why not continue it down the corridor (as it currently exists) but
do it right with lane lines and signs and speed controls and perhaps a couple more feet of width. We
have multi-use trails all over the city with lane lines and signage… why can’t we have that here?

I ask that my representatives (Dave and Cam) pursue a multi-use trail (done right this time!) alternative to
a dedicated cycle track. If we really want to come up with a solution that works for everyone (safety for
all, preserve the community), we need to think outside the cycle track mindset for this corridor.



Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

I live in the area whose the parking lot splits into one way. At least 75% of the cyclists ignore the split go
the wrong way down the one way and do not give way to the cars. I know neighbors who have been hit
by cyclists, both drivers and runners.

Also, those of us living on the water are in need of parking/keeping are zoned parking.
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Communication ( 5/21/2014 )

This is public right of way. Fair and equitable use of public ROW is a big issue - and difficult to determine.
The studies will be important.

Parking management - determine how many spaces the businesses need how many are being taken
advantage of by commuters, and managing use. Give businesses priority.

Just because parking issues have had the benefit for many years, does not mean that is still highest and
best use of this public ROW. In the end, the many pedestrians and cyclists using this everyday, vehicles
and maintained for public transportation, need to be prioritized. I think that both are possible.
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