Elderhealth NorthWest and Jefferson Terrace Computer Lab Progress Report

ElderhealthNW received a grant of $7,000 dollars to set up computer labs for the Jefferson Terrace building residents and Elderhealth clients. EHNW purchased 5 Dell PC’s along with 2 Epson printers ,and various other networking equipment.

Within EHNW we are now serving two different client groups. The main group is composed of primarily frail elders with a high rate of dementia. The other group is comprised of younger adults who have acquired brain damage due to strokes, injuries, etc. Many of our clients in both groups are also confined to wheel chairs. 
The Jefferson Terrace building is home to approximately 300 people. All the residents are either elderly or disabled in some manner. The disabilities include; drug and alcohol problems, mental and or physical problems.  Some of the residents are also on parole for various reasons.

Initially we had hoped to have a joint lab between EHNW and Jefferson Terrace. But due to the vulnerability  of the EHNW clients it was decided to split the lab into two separate units.  

Jefferson Terrace Lab

The space for the lab was provided by SHA and ATT provided a high speed internet connection gratis. The plan was to staff the lab with volunteers from the building and EHNW would train the volunteers.

We initially planned to start training the volunteers prior to the arrival of the computers. This way we felt we could open the lab shortly after we received the computers. Six volunteers were initially recruited with varying levels of computer expertise. Unfortunately two died and one was having drinking problems. Some of the others would not show up regularly for the meetings. 
