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6 April 2007 
 
Grace Crunican, Director 
Seattle Department of Transportation 
 
Subject: Stone Way North Update (29 March 2007) 
 
 
Dear Director Crunican, 
 
 
The Seattle Bicycle Advisory Board (SBAB) was surprised by and is strongly opposed to the 
revised proposal for Stone Way North announced by the Seattle Department of Transportation 
(SDOT) on its website on 29 March 2007 (see attachment of the project webpage with 
highlighted references). This update proposes a three-lane cross-section for motor vehicles, one 
lane in each direction plus a center turn lane, for the segment of Stone Way North between 
North 40th and 50th Streets. On this segment, SDOT now proposes a northbound (uphill) bicycle 
climbing lane but only shared pavement markings (‘sharrows’) in the southbound direction. For 
the segment between North 34th and 40th Streets, there would remain four motor vehicle lanes, 
two in each direction, and only ‘sharrows’ would be added for bicyclists in both directions. Two 
curbside parking lanes would remain for both segments. A crosswalk will be removed at N 38th 
Street. 
 
This update is a significant departure from the proposal presented at the project open house in 
October 2006. At that time, SDOT indicated from its own analyses that there was sufficient 
curb-to-curb width along the length of Stone Way North, between North 34th and 50th Streets, 
for two bicycle lanes, three motor vehicle travel lanes, plus two curbside parking lanes. This 
calls into question why there would not be a southbound bicycle lane between North 40th and 
50th Streets. Furthermore, the City’s traffic counts revealed that the total traffic volume and the 
proportion of heavy vehicles using this roadway were low enough to make it a good candidate 
for rechannelization. In fact, the project webpage still maintains that SDOT is “confident that 
roadway capacity can be maintained with three lanes of traffic” (p. 2 of the attachment) and that 
it “does not believe that the proposed lane changes will be problematic for truck traffic” (p. 3 of 
the attachment). This contrasts with SDOT’s claim, on the same webpage, for the segment 
between North 34th and 40th Streets in the updated proposal, of “maintaining four motor vehicle 
lanes in recognition of the volume of freight along this route” (p. 1 of the attachment). Echoing 
SDOT’s own reasoning for a three-lane configuration, the SBAB strongly calls for a motor 
vehicle lane reduction and the addition of two bicycle lanes for the entire length of Stone Way 
North. Not only would this benefit bicyclists and general motor vehicle traffic by providing 
both groups with their own dedicated travel space, but it would also allow the crosswalk to 
remain at 38th Street, would reduce the number of motor vehicle lanes that pedestrians must 
cross, and help freight vehicles accessing local businesses make safer left-turns to and from this 
route. 
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The SBAB views this updated proposal as being in conflict with the high priority that the 
Mayor gave to bicycle facility improvements in his State of the City address in March 2007. 
Additionally, this update conflicts with the recommendation for Stone Way North in the Bicycle 
Master Plan (BMP), which at minimum calls for a climbing lane in the northbound direction 
from North 34th to 50th Streets. As recognized in the BMP, this route is an extremely important 
link between the urban centers of Green Lake and Wallingford to the north and Fremont to the 
south. Further, this route connects the Green Lake and the Woodland Park Zoo to the Burke-
Gilman Trail, Gasworks Park, and Lake Union. The revised proposal provides suboptimal 
facilities for bicyclists. Repaving this roadway is a golden opportunity that may not come again 
for decades. It would be tragic for the city to miss this opportunity in the same year as the 
adoption of the Bike Master Plan.   
 
We recommend the city adopt a three-lane cross-section for motor vehicles, one lane in each 
direction plus a center turn lane, including full bicycle lane facilities in both directions, for the 
entire length of Stone Way North from North 34th to 50th Streets. 
 
Thank you very much for your attention. We look forward to continue working with you all 
towards a safer and more equitable multi-modal transportation system for the City of Seattle! 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian Lee 
Seattle Bicycle Advisory Board, Member 
 
Brian Dougherty 
Seattle Bicycle Advisory Board, Chair 
 
Deborah Kuznitz 
Seattle Bicycle Advisory Board, Member 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc: Jan Drago, Chair, Seattle City Council Transportation Committee 
Cc: Wayne Wentz, Director, Traffic Management, City of Seattle 
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Stone Way North Project Webpage (captured 6 April 2007): 
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