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Cash Flow. 
You know we invented the WMBE Inclusion Plan to create innovative ground for minority firms in city 
construction, consulting and procurement. We continue to test the edges of how to use that in innovative 
ways that support our WMBE firms.  
 
For 2014, we added a section called “Business Strategies.” It is all about cash flow. It gives “points” to 
primes who promise Early Retainage Release and/or Advanced Mobilization Pay to subs. Any WMBE, DBE, 
or Small Business Concern (King County) would receive the cash-flow. Since we began, 96% of primes 
provided one or both. Most projects don’t have shovels in the ground yet. Our subs agreed…..in your own 
words….. this is “a very big deal.” We post up the commitments so you know; you can also call Miguel 
Beltran at 206.684.4542 or go to eBid or see seattle.gov/city-purchasing-and-contracting/social-
equity/wmbe (inclusion plans).  
 

Get Certified.  
The City has 11,000 companies in our business database. Of those, 43% (4,700) are WMBE. Only 566 are 
state certified. Auditing 3,000 records with the legal Secretary of State, we found 99.9% were legitimate 
WMBE firms. That said, we want you to state certify. We know you could qualify – only 6% of you told us 
you couldn’t qualify. The rest don’t like the paperwork or see the benefit.  But the benefits go beyond your 
own firm. It helps boost (or more accurately portray) availability for disparity studies. It helps get more 
minority firms onto federally funded projects.  
 
In 2014, the City co-hosted four certification parties with OMWBE and approximately 45 companies 
attended.  
 
The campaign continues. For 2015, we have two more parties on the calendar for May 7 and May 21. See 
the events below or call Forrest Gillette at 206.684.3081. 
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Get help. 
Forrest Gillette can help you at 206.684.3081 
Aleanna Kondelis helps with construction projects at 206.684.4542 
Pam Tokunaga helps you with purchasing at 206.233.7114 
Miguel Beltran can tell you all about construction Inclusion Plans, 206.684.4525 
And Nancy Locke can help with any escalating issue or special needs (206.684.8903) 
But we now have a list of “who to call” within City departments.  We hope this can help make it easier to 
access those inside city departments: 
seattle.gov/city-purchasing-and-contracting/social-equity/wmbe 
 
 

The Welcome Mat. 
The City welcomes John Trausch as the new WMBE Program Manager for Seattle City Light, starting April 
27. John has extensive experience working with WMBE firms for King County and is a valuable addition to 
the City’s efforts to improve business opportunities for minority contractors. John will report to Carol 
Butler, City Light Corporate Performance Director. You can reach John after April 27 
at John.Trausch@seattle.gov or at 206.233.1559. 
 

Upcoming Events. 
 
May 7 and May 21, 2015 – OMWBE Certification Class 
Seattle Municipal Tower, 700 Fifth Ave., Seattle, WA, Room 4090, 2–4 p.m.  
The City of Seattle encourages all WMBE firms to certify through the State Office of Minority and Women’s 
Business Enterprises. This FREE workshop will be for firms ready to receive assistance in the certification 
process. Bring your business paperwork and begin the process on-site at this event. Please email Forrest 
at forrest.gillette@seattle.gov to reserve a spot for either day.  
 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  May 21 – City of Seattle Department of IT and King County IT Vendor Workshop  
City Hall, Bertha Knight Landes Room, 600 4th Ave, Seattle, WA, 8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
There will be networking sessions and panel discussions in a casual environment.  For more information, 
contact Forrest Gillette, forrest.gillette@seattle.gov or call 206-684-3081. 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  June 2 – Lydig Construction “How to Assemble an Estimate & Other Bid Strategies”  
Lydig Construction Offices, 3130 139th Ave, SE  #110, Bellevue, WA, 5:30 p.m.–7:00 p.m. 
Lydig’s Chief Estimator will be on hand to discuss what successful bids look like to Lydig, and share other 
winning strategies.  There will also be time to network.  For more information, contact Forrest 
Gillette, forrest.gillette@seattle.gov or call 206-684-3081. 
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City of Seattle 

Department WMBE Advisors 

For general assistance and learning about business opportunities, we welcome you to start with Forrest 
Gillette, WMBE Advisor, City Purchasing and Contracting Services, at 206-684-3081. 

For escalated issues or special needs, you are welcome to contact Nancy Locke, Director of City Contracting 
and Purchasing Services, at 206-684-8903. You may also reach Javier Valdez as the Special Assistant on 
WMBE Programs in the Mayor’s Office (206-684-5584). 

Below is a list of contacts that may be helpful if you wish to learn of opportunities within specific 
departments.  

Office of Arts and Culture   Sheila Moss at 206-233-7016  

Office of City Auditor     Melissa Alderson at 206-386-4168  

Seattle Civil Service Commission   Jennifer Greenlee at 206-233-7118  

Seattle Community Police Commission  Fe’ Lopez at 206-684-5175  

Department of Education and Early Learning Donnie Graboski at 206-233-2603 

Department of Information Technology  Ann Kelson at 206-684-0539 

Department of Neighborhoods   Grace Dygico at 206-684-0466 

Department of Planning and Development Denise Campbell at 206-386-4035 

Seattle Employees Retirement System  Deontrae Sherrard at 206-615-1431 

Finance and Administrative Services  Forrest Gillette at 206-684-3081 

Seattle Department of Human Resources Solomon Alemayehu at 206-733-9175 

Human Services Department   Abdiwali Mohamed at 206-684-4167 

Law Department    Dana Anderson at 206-684-7761 

Legislative Department    Eric Ishino at 206-684-8141 

Seattle Public Library    Jay Donahue at 206-684-7410 

Department of Education and Early Learning Donnie Graboski at 206-233-2603  

Municipal Court     John Kerr at 206-684-8274 

Office of Economic Development  Amanda Allen at 206-684-8894 
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Office of Hearing Examiner   Patricia Cole at 206-615-1570 

Office of Housing    Kara Williams at 206-733-9977 

Office of Intergovernmental Relations  Jasmin Weaver at 206-684-8208 

Office of Immigrant and Refugee Affairs  Sahar Fathi at 206-233-2759 

Office of Sustainability and Environment Jeanie Boawn at 206-615-0817 

Seattle Parks and Recreation   Sue Goodwin at 206-615-0374 

Seattle Police Department   Valarie Anderson at 206-733-9315 

Seattle Police Pension Fund   Dan Oliver at 206-386-1289 

Seattle City Light    John.Trausch@seattle.gov at 233-1559. 

Seattle Department of Transportation  Edson Zavala at  206-684-7949 

Seattle Center     Ned Dunn at 206-684-7212 

Seattle Fire Department    Travis Taylor at  206-733-9458 

Seattle Firefighters Pension Board  Steven Brown at 206-625-4355 

Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission  Wayne Barnett at 206-684-8577 

Seattle Office of Civil Rights   Brenda Anibarro at 206-684-4514 

Seattle Public Utilities    Michael Davis at 206-615-1376 
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