Attachment #1 – General Conditions & Pricing

Vendor Contract #0000002313


Telesource Services, LLC

1450 Highwood East
Pontiac, MI 48340
Attn: Catherine Patterson

Phone: 800-525-4300 ext. 2248    Fax: 248-335-0470

E-mail: cpatterson@tsrc.com
REFURBISHED TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT 
AND REPAIR SERVICES
PART I – GENERAL CONDITIONS

Contract Term:  The term of the contract shall be from 4/01/08 through 3/31/13 with option to extend for one (1) additional 2-year period.  Such extensions shall be automatic, and shall go into effect without written confirmation, unless the City provides advance notice of the intention to not renew.  The Vendor may also provide a notice to not extend, but must provide such notice at least 45 days prior to the otherwise automatic renewal date.

Minimum Equipment & Service Requirements:

1. All refurbished Nortel equipment sold shall meet original factory specifications.

2. Delivery, after receipt of order, shall not exceed 10 business days unless an alternate delivery schedule is agreed to by the ordering department.

3.   All refurbished Nortel equipment and repair of City owned Nortel equipment shall carry the same 
      warranty, both in length and scope, as original factory warranty

Desired Service Requirements:

1. Seventy-five percent (75%) in house inventory of items listed in this solicitation.

2. On-line ordering capabilities.
3. Ability to purchase surplus Nortel telephone equipment from the City.
Not a Mandatory Use or Guaranteed Utilization Contract:  The City does not guarantee utilization of this contract.  This contract is not intended to guarantee minimum quantities of work to a single vendor, and is not intended to guarantee a closed list of eligible Vendors for City use.  

· The City reserves the right to use other contract sources to obtain these products or services, including such resources as State of Washington Vendors, other public agency contracts that the City of Seattle is eligible to use as a result of an Interlocal Agreement.  

· The City may also periodically resolicit for new addition contracts to insure uninterruptible supply of equipment.  This may be done periodically at the City option. Use of supplemental contracts does not limit the right of the City to terminate existing contracts for convenience or cause.
Expansion Clause:  This contract may be expanded as mutually agreed, if such expansion is approved by the City Buyer.  Expansions must be issued in writing from the City Buyer in a formal notice.  The Buyer will ensure the expansion meets the following criteria collectively:  (a) the additional scope could not be separately bid, (b) the change is for a reasonable purpose, (c) the change was not reasonably known to either the City or vendors at time of bid or else was mentioned as a possibility in the bid; (d) the change is not significant enough to be reasonably regarded as an independent body of work; (e) the change could not have attracted a different field of competition, and (f) the change does not vary the essential identity or main purpose of the contract.  The Buyer shall make this determination, and may make exceptions for immaterial changes (including changes less than $500 and other changes determined to be immaterial by the Buyer), emergency or sole source conditions, or for other situations as required in the opinion of the Buyer. 
Vendor Usage Reports:  The City may request that the Vendor provide reports of purchases made by the City during the contract term.  Within 10 business days of a request, the Vendor will supply the City a report in the requested format. The report must be clearly titled (Company name, contact information, dates of report period).   The Vendor will provide, upon a request by the City, information sorted according to the City request, which may include: invoice specific detail or summary detail, by item name, by the user name (the department customer placing the order), by City Department, and date or order. 
Trial Period and Right to Award to Next Low Vendor: A ninety (90) day trial period shall apply to this contract.  During the trial period, the Vendor must perform in accordance with all terms and conditions of the contract.  Failure to perform during this trial period may result in the immediate cancellation of the contract.  In the event of dispute or discrepancy as to the acceptability of product or service, the City’s decision shall prevail.  The City agrees to pay only for authorized orders received up to the date of termination.  If the contract is terminated within the trial period, the City reserves the option to award the contract to the next low responsive Vendor by mutual agreement with such Vendor.  Any new award will be for the remainder of the contract and will also be subject to this trial period. 
Ordering Procedures 

Order Desk:  The Vendor will provide an “order desk” to receive calls from City departments for technical assistance and for receiving and processing of phone orders.  The Order Desk shall be available from 8:00AM to 5:00PM (Pacific) Monday through Friday except City holidays.  
No Minimum Order: There is no minimum order quantity for this contract.
Right to Replace Products & Product Discontinuance:  In the event the manufacturer discontinues or replaces a product, Vendor may request the City substitute a new product or model on the contract.  The City may allow the Vendor to provide a substitute product, upon confirmation that the product has been discontinued.  Pricing for such a product replacement or substitute must be the same discount rate as provided to the City on the original product.
Cancellation of Orders:  The City may cancel an order before delivery without penalty or charge, providing that the Vendor has not incurred any special production costs such as custom fabrication in fulfilling the order.  If the City cancels the order after production has begun for a non-standard or custom order, then the Vendor may charge the customer a cancellation penalty up to but not to exceed 10% penalty computed on the net contract price of the cancelled purchase item(s).
Returns and Restocking:  

(a) Vendor Error: No restocking charge for items ordered due to Vendor error.  Vendor pays all shipping costs.

(b) Standard Stock Items:  No restocking penalty applies if new, unused, in original packaging and shipped back within 30 days of receipt by the City.  Customer pays the shipping cost.

(c) Non-Standard or Custom items:  Item(s) may be returned if new, unused, in original packaging and shipped back within 30 days of receipt.  Vendor may charge the purchaser a penalty up to but not to exceed 10% penalty computed on the net contract price of the returned item(s).  Customer pays the shipping cost.
(d) Failure to Perform:  If Vendor has presented a particular product as suitable and fit for the purpose described by the City herein or upon order by the City, and the product fails to perform as advised and/or specified, that shall be defined as a Vendor error.  No restocking charge shall be charged to the City.  Further, if such fitness could not have been determined until the product had been in use, the City may return the product opened and used within 30 days of receipt without penalty or charges due to the City. 

Pricing and Invoicing

Pricing:  Prices shown herein shall be firm-fixed throughout the first year of this contract.  Any price increases, thereafter, will be considered on a pass through basis only, increases which do not produce a higher profit margin than those prices established on the contract. The Vendor may request a price increase annually, at least 60 days prior to the contract anniversary date, clearly identifying the item impacted by the increase including sufficient documentation to justify it. Such justification may be based on U.S. published indices such as the CPI/PPI. The decision to accept any price increase will be at the sole discretion of the Buyer and, if not acceptable, the City may exercise option to cancel the contract.

Conversely, any cost reductions to the Vendor or any price declines due to promotions or special market conditions shall be reflected in a reduction of the contract price effective immediately.

The City of Seattle will not be bound by prices contained in an invoice that are higher than those in the contract.  Unless the higher price has been accepted by the City and the contract amended, the invoice may be rejected and returned to the Vendor for corrections.


Prohibition on Advance Payments.

The State Constitution (Article 8, Section 5) prohibits the City from lending credit, which includes paying in advance for goods and services not yet received.  No request for early payment, down payment or partial payment will be honored except for products or services already received.  Maintenance subscriptions may be paid up to one year in advance provided that should the City terminate early, the amount paid shall be reimbursed to the City on a prorated basis; all other expenses are payable net 30 days after receipt and acceptance of satisfactory compliance.

Invoicing: All invoices including a copy of the order will be sent to the ordering Department, Attn: Accounts Payable referencing the Vendor Contract number and any order number generated by the Department.  AP addresses for each Department is listed in the contract as an attachment.
Environmental Specifications

Delivery of Products and Services – Idling Prohibited:  Vehicles and/or diesel fuel trucks shall not idle at the time and location of the delivery to the City for more than five minutes.  The City requires vendors to utilize practices that reduce fuel consumption and emission discharge, including turning off trucks and vehicles during delivery of products to the City.  Exceptions to this requirement include when a vehicle is making deliveries and associated power is necessary; when the engine is used to provide power in another device, and  if required for proper warm-up and cool-down of the engine.  Specific examples include “bucket” trucks that allow a worker to reach wires on telephone poles or tree branches for trimming; and vehicles with a lift on the back of a truck to move products in and out of the truck.  The City of Seattle has a commitment to reduction of unnecessary fuel emissions.  The City intends to improve air quality by reducing unnecessary air pollution from idling vehicles. Limiting car and truck idling supports cleaner air, healthier work environments, the efficient use of city resources, the public’s enjoyment of City properties and programs, conservation of natural resources, and good stewardship practices. A reference sheet regarding the Anti-Idling provision is attached to provide further background.
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Environmental Standards:  The City seeks to ensure that all purchases comply with recent environmental standards and product specifications.  The USEPA Standards for this product shall be a minimum specification, if any such standards have been published by the USEPA, unless specified otherwise herein. See http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/index.htm
PBT Free Specification - Persistent Bioaccumulative Toxic (PBT) Chemicals – Mercury, Dioxin, PCB. PBDE, PVC and other:  The City of Seattle adopted Resolution #30487 in 2002.  This Resolution requires that the City Purchasing differentiate products that contain PBT chemicals as well as those that release PBT chemicals during production or disposal, from those products that do not, and requires City Purchasing reduce acquisition of products that contain or release PBT chemicals.  PBT chemicals are defined as mercury, dioxin, PCB, PBDE (polybrominated diphenyl ethers, i.e. flame retardants), or others as identified on the State of Washington, Department of Ecology PBT priority list (for the complete list, see http://www.toxicfreelegacy.org/pbtlist.html   

Therefore, all equipment, supplies and materials sold to the City are to be free of Persistent Bioaccumulative Toxic chemicals including mercury, dioxin, PCB and others as listed in the DOE PBT priority list.  

Mercury - http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/eap/pbt/mercuryplan.html
Flame Retardants (PBDE) - http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/eap/pbt/pbde/
PART II – PRICING (see next page)
	Item #
	U/M
	MODEL
	DESCRIPTION 
	UNIT PRICE
	New Model #

	1
	Ea
	MVME147
	P2 Adapter
	
	

	2
	Ea
	MVME332
	Serial Intel Perip. Control
	
	

	3
	Ea
	NTIF21AE35
	Telephone, Meridian M2317 Intelligent
	$55.00
	

	4
	Ea
	NTIF21ME35
	Telephone, Meridian M2317 Intelligent w/Data
	$57.00
	

	5
	Ea
	NT9K05WA35
	Telephone, Digital Meridian M2006
	$42.00
	

	6
	Ea
	NT9K08WA35
	Telephone, Digital Meridian M2008 Basic
	$45.00
	

	7
	Ea
	NT9K08XC35
	Telephone, Digital Meridian M2008 w/Display
	$60.00
	

	8
	Ea
	NT9K18WA35
	Telephone, Digital Meridian M2616 Basic
	$60.00
	

	9
	Ea
	NT9K16GA35
	Telephone, Digital Meridian M2616 Basic
	$60.00
	

	10
	Ea
	NT9K16GH35
	Telephone, Digital Meridian M2616 w/Display
	$84.00
	

	11
	Ea
	NT9K16XC35
	Telephone, Digital Meridian M2616 w/display
	$84.00
	

	12
	Ea
	NTEX00BA
	I – 2004 Telephone (IP)
	$83.00
	

	13
	Ea
	N2N20CA35
	Telephone, Meridian M8009
	$35.00
	

	14
	Ea
	NT2K22XH35
	Meridian Key Expansion Module
	$35.00
	NT9K22

	15
	Ea
	NT4G26AF
	SCSI Card
	$60.00
	

	16
	Ea
	NT4G59AF
	2 Meg Memory
	$45.00
	

	17
	Ea
	NT4R01AC
	Network Voice Processor
	$135.00
	

	18
	Ea
	NT4R08AA
	High Availability Bus Controller (HABC)
	$195.00
	

	19
	Ea
	NT4R09AA
	ESBC (Bus)
	$75.00
	NT8R09BA

	20
	Ea
	NT4R28AA
	Tape Drive
	$475.00
	NT4R28BA

	21
	Ea
	NT4R44AA
	2 Meg Memory
	$50.00
	

	22
	Ea
	MT4R03AA
	R232C Service Module
	$75.00
	NT4R03AB

	23
	Ea
	NT5B01
	Key System Unit 6x16
	$135.00
	NT5B01FD

	24
	Ea
	NT5B05DB
	Key System Unit 3x8
	$175.00
	NT5B05DR

	25
	Ea
	NT5B20R
	Key System Unit 8x24
	$100.00
	NT5B20FC

	26
	Ea
	NT5B26GA
	2 Port Expansion Cartridge
	$60.00
	

	27
	Ea
	NT5B27GA
	6 Port Expansion Cartridge
	$75.00
	

	28
	Ea
	NT5B32FA93
	Trunk Module
	$65.00
	

	29
	Ea
	NT5B38GA
	E&M/DISA Cartridge
	$65.00
	

	30
	Ea
	NT5B40GA
	Trunk Cartridge
	$60.00
	

	31
	Ea
	NTDR68AC
	Reach Line Card
	$1995.00
	NTDR68CA

	32
	
	NTQR16AA
	Remote Office 9110 Unit
	$465.00
	NTQR16BA


  Refurbished Telephone Equipment
	Item #
	U/M
	MODEL
	DESCRIPTION 
	UNIT PRICE
	New Model #

	33
	Ea
	NT5B50FA
	Station Module
	$60.00
	

	34
	Ea
	NT5C03BJ
	Rectifier, 50 Amp
	$350.00
	

	35
	Ea
	NT6D3903
	CPUIN-etwork Cardcage (ACIDC)
	$95.00
	

	36
	Ea
	NT6D40AB
	Peripheral Equipment Pwr. Supply DC
	$165.00
	NT6D40BA

	37
	Ea
	NT6D41AB
	Common Equipment Pwr. Supply DC
	$800.00
	NT6D41CA

	38
	Ea
	NT6D42CB
	Ringing Generator DC
	$115.00
	NT6D42CD

	39
	Ea
	NT6D43AA
	Common/Peripheral Equipment Pwr. Supply DC
	$125.00
	

	40
	Ea
	NT6D45AA
	Tape Drive
	$175.00
	NT6D45EA

	41
	Ea
	NT6D47-AA
	300MB Hard Disk Drive
	$195.00
	NT6D47DD

	42
	Ea
	NT6D48AA
	600MB Hard Disk Drive
	$235.00
	NT6D48GA 

	43
	Ea
	NT6D51AA
	Transition Card
	$225.00
	

	44
	Ea
	NT6D63AA
	Input/Output Processor Card (IOP)
	$75.00
	NT6D63BA

	45
	Ea
	NT6D64AA
	Core Multi-Drive Unit (CMDU)
	$200.00
	NT6D64BA

	46
	Ea
	NT6D80AA
	Multi-Purpose Serial Data Link (MSDL)
	$750.00
	NT6D80AC

	47
	Ea
	NT6D81AA
	Power Regulator Card
	$95.00
	

	48
	Ea
	NT7D04AA
	Common/Peripheral Equip. Power Supply 
	$95.00
	NT7D04AB

	49
	Ea
	NT7D09CA
	Pedestal DC
	$400.00
	

	50
	Ea
	NT7D14AA
	Common/Peripheral Equip. Power Supply DC
	$65.00
	

	51
	Ea
	NT7D16AA
	Data Access Card
	$125.00
	NT7D16BA

	52
	Ea
	NT7D18AA
	Application Equip. Module AC
	$350.00
	

	53
	Ea
	NT7D19PA
	Meridian IVR Applications Module
	$2200.00
	NT7R19TA

	54
	Ea
	NT7D44AA
	Pwr. Monitor/Common Equip. Aux. Shelf (Cantilever)
	$175.00
	

	55
	Ea
	NT7D44BA
	Pwr. Monitor/Common Equip. Aux. Shelf (Cantilever)
	$175.00
	

	56
	Ea
	NT7D45AA
	Pwr. Monitor/Common Equip.

Aux. Shelf (Center)
	$195.00
	

	57
	Ea
	NT7D62AB
	172 MG Disk/Tape Unit
	$95.00
	

	58
	Ea
	NT7M07BA
	Remote Board/Ring Trip Kit
	$295.00
	

	59
	Ea
	NT8B20AA-3
	Telephone, M7310
	$75.00
	

	60
	Ea
	NT8B30AA-3
	Telephone, Norstar 7208
	$55.00
	

	61
	Ea
	NT8B40AA-3
	Telephone, Norstar 7324
	$95.00
	

	62
	Ea
	NT8B41FA35
	Central Answering Position
	$65.00
	

	63
	Ea
	NT8B60CA-3
	Norstar Station Aux. Power Kit
	$24.50
	

	64
	Ea
	NT8B90AC
	Analog Terminal Adaptor
	$55.00
	

	65
	Ea
	NT8B91
	Busy Lamp Field
	$44.00
	

	66
	Ea
	NT8D02AB
	Digital Line Card
	$150.00
	NT8D02GA

	67
	Ea
	NT8D03AA
	Analog Line Card
	$75.00
	NT8D03AK


	Item #
	U/M
	MODEL
	DESCRIPTION 
	UNIT PRICE
	New Model #

	68
	Ea
	NT8D04AA
	Superloop Network Card
	$145.00
	NT8D04BB

	69
	Ea
	NT8D04BA
	Superloop Network Card
	$145.00
	NT8D04BB

	70
	Ea
	NT8D09AK
	Analog Message Waiting Line Card
	$325.00
	NT8D09BB

	71
	Ea
	NT8D14AA
	Universal Trunk Card
	$125.00
	NT8D14BB

	72
	Ea
	NT8D14BB
	Universal Trunk Card
	$195.00
	NT8D14CB

	73
	Ea
	NT8D16AA
	Digitone Receiver Card
	$125.00
	NT8D16AD

	74
	Ea
	NT8D16AB
	Digitone Receiver Card
	$125.00
	NT8D16AD

	75
	Ea
	NT8D17AA
	Conference/TDS Card
	$95.00
	NT8D17FA

	76
	Ea
	NT8D17FA
	Conference/TDS Card
	$325.00
	NT8D17HB

	77
	Ea
	NT8D18AA
	Network/DTR Card
	$175.00
	NT8D18AB

	78
	Ea
	NT8D18AB
	Network/DTR Card
	$175.00
	NT8D18AB

	79
	Ea
	NT8D19AA
	Memory/Peripheral Signaling Card
	$95.00
	NT8D19AB

	80
	Ea
	NT8D21AA
	Ringing Generator AC
	$105.00
	NT8D21AB

	81
	Ea
	NT8D21AB
	Ringing Generator AC
	$105.00
	NT8D21AB

	82
	Ea
	NT8D22AB
	System Monitor
	$265.00
	NT8D22AD

	83
	Ea
	NT8D22AC
	System Monitor
	$265.00
	NT8D22AD

	84
	Ea
	NT8D29AB
	Common Equip. Power Supply
	$350.00
	NT8D29BA

	85
	Ea
	NT8D3403
	CPU Cardacage (AC/DC)
	$495.00
	NT8D34DC

	86
	Ea
	NT8D35D
	Network Module DC
	$195.00
	NT8D35EA

	87
	Ea
	NT8D35EA
	Network Module DC
	$195.00
	NT8D35EA

	88
	Ea
	NT8D36AA
	Inter Group Module
	$95.00
	

	89
	Ea
	NT8D3703
	Intelligent Peripheral Equip. Cardcage (AC/DC)
	$225.00
	

	90
	Ea
	NT8D52AA
	Pedestal Blower Unit AC
	$225.00
	NT8D52DD

	91
	Ea
	NT8D52AB
	Pedestal Blower Unit DC
	$225.00
	NT8D52DD

	92
	Ea
	NT8D68AA
	Floppy Disk Unit
	$65.00
	

	93
	Ea
	NT8D69AA
	Multi Disk Unit
	$125.00
	

	94
	Ea
	NTND01BA
	Integrated CPU/6 Mbyte Memory Card
	$95.00
	NTND01CA

	95
	Ea
	NTND02BA
	SDI/Peripheral Signaling Card w/Battery
	$65.00
	NTND02BA

	96
	Ea
	NTND09CA
	12 Mbyte Memory Card
	$95.00
	

	97
	Ea
	NTND10AA
	Changeover & Memory Arbitrator Card
	$90.00
	

	98
	Ea
	NTND15AA
	4 Mbyte Floppy Disk Unit
	$75.00
	

	99
	Ea
	NTND16AA
	4 Mbyte Multi-Disk Unit
	$75.00
	

	100
	Ea
	NTND31AB
	ROM Card
	$85.00
	

	101
	Ea
	NTR01AC
	Network Voice Processor
	$125.00
	NT4R01AC

	102
	Ea
	QPC139
	Serial Data Interface (Dual)
	$85.00
	QPC139C

	103
	Ea
	QPC414
	Network Card
	$50.00
	QPC414C

	104
	Ea
	QPC441
	3 Port Extender
	$60.00
	QPC441F

	105
	Ea
	QPC471
	Clock Controller
	$95.00
	QPC471H

	106
	Ea
	QPC472
	DTI/CPI Network Carrier Interface
	$65.00
	QPC472F

	107
	Ea
	QPC496
	Bus Extender
	$35.00
	QPC496A

	108
	Ea
	QPC513
	Enhanced SDI
	$45.00
	QPC513H

	109
	Ea
	QPC574
	Digitone Receiver
	$55.00
	QPC574C

	110
	Ea
	QPC578
	Intergrated Service Digital Line Card
	$75.00
	QPC578D

	111
	Ea
	QPC579
	Central Processor Unit Card
	$45.00
	QPC579D

	112
	Ea
	QPC580
	CPU Interface Card
	$45.00
	QPC580C

	113
	Ea
	QPC581
	Changeover & Memory Arbitrator
	$25.00
	QPC581C

	114
	Ea
	QPC583
	768K Memory
	$25.00
	QPC583D

	115
	Ea
	QPC584
	Mass Storage Interface Card
	$45.00
	QPC584M

	116
	Ea
	QPC594
	500/2500 Line Card (16 port)
	$55.00
	QPC594D

	117
	Ea
	QPC60
	500/2500 Line Card
	$27.00
	QPC60M

	118
	Ea
	QPC602
	ROM Card
	$20.00
	QPC602A

	119
	Ea
	QPC609
	Fast Tone & Digit Switch
	$90.00
	QPC609D

	120
	Ea
	QPC720
	Primary Rate Interface Line Card
	$50.00
	QPC720F


Repair of City-Owned Telephone Equipment

	Item #
	U/M
	MODEL
	DESCRIPTION 
	UNIT PRICE

	1
	Ea
	Nortel 2008
	Desk Phone with Display
	$55.00

	2
	Ea
	Nortel 2616
	Desk Phone with Display
	$66.00

	3
	Ea
	Nortel 2317
	Desk Phone with Display
	$48.00

	4
	Ea
	Nortel NT8D09
	Line Card
	$135.00

	5
	Ea
	Nortel NT8D14
	Trunk Card
	$115.00

	6
	Ea
	Telco 2459-04
	Channel Bank Card - Remote
	$98.00

	7
	Ea
	Telco 2443-20
	Channel Bank Card – FX-5
	$150.00

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Other Information:

Ordering Desk Operating Hours (Pacific) Monday thru Friday 7:00AM thru 8:00PM

Payment Terms:  10%15 N30
Freight Terms:  F.O.B. Destination, Prepaid & Allowed
On-Line Ordering:  www.telesourcenet.com
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Anti-Idling Provision


Why does the City of Seattle have an anti-idling provision? 


It’s basic common sense: there is already too much pollution in the air.  Seattle wants to reduce air pollution. The goal of the City of Seattle Anti-Idling contract provision is to improve air quality by reducing unnecessary air pollution from idling vehicles. Limiting car and truck idling supports cleaner air, healthier work environments, the efficient use of city resources, the public’s enjoyment of City properties and programs, conservation of natural resources, and good stewardship practices.


What does the contract provision require?


The contract provision limits unnecessary engine idling to five minutes.  No operator shall unnecessarily idle the engine of a diesel fueled car or truck that is stopped for a foreseeable period of time in excess of five minutes.

 What is engine idling?


Vehicle idling is the running of a car or truck engine while the car or truck is stopped for a foreseeable period of time and not in a PTO (or similar) mode.

Is all engine idling prohibited? 


No. While the contract provision prohibits unnecessary idling for more than five minutes, it also recognizes that there are times when idling is simply unavoidable.  There are three specific reasons that we recognize for idling, although other situations may also be appropriate: when an engine is being repaired and operating the engine is necessary for the repair; when a vehicle is making deliveries and associated power is necessary; when the engine is used to provide power to another device, to the extent necessary to de-ice windows for proper visibility. 


The most common reason a company may need to idle is to allow continued operation of additional devices, or auxiliary power units.  Refrigerator units on trucks with perishable goods or vehicles operating special equipment, such as a lift on the back of a truck to move goods in and out of the truck or wheelchair lifts in buses or vans that may require engine power to  operate are common examples of equipment that are operated with the engine  power. Other examples might include “bucket” trucks that allow a worker to 


reach wires on telephone poles or tree branches for trimming. 


Are there other times when it’s OK to idle not listed in the provision? 


There are other times when idling is permitted as long as the idling is absolutely necessary. 


 For example, running the engine to operate the windshield defroster to clear a 


windshield of ice on an extremely cold day is a good example of necessary idling. It’s a 


safety problem if you cannot see where you’re going and if the windshield is not warm 


enough to melt snow and freezing rain while driving. Running the engine while actively 


clearing snow and ice off the vehicle and to warm the windshield and interior of the 


vehicle is necessary idling. 


Common sense also tells us that heaters and air conditioning units almost always 


bring the vehicle’s interior into a comfortable range in a short time. We also know that 


heaters and air conditioning units work faster when the vehicle is being driven, not when 


it is left idling. So most vehicles, most of the time, will reach a comfortable temperature 


within the first five minutes of driving. Some heavy vehicles, such as buses or trucks, 


may need some additional time to bring interior temperatures into a comfortable range. 


What are a few examples of unnecessary idling? 


• Sitting in your car in a parking lot with the engine on during mild or cool weather 


is unnecessary. The interior of your car will stay warm for 5 to 10 minutes on all 


but the coldest days. 


• Leaving the vehicle running while unattended to let the heater warm it or the air 


conditioner cool it for extended periods of time is unnecessary idling (it is also in 


violation of traffic law). Five minutes should be the maximum amount of time 


unless weather conditions are extreme, and the engine should not be left 


running while the vehicle is unattended for any length of time. 


• Operating devices not related to transporting passengers or goods. Letting the 


engine run for an hour or more to play a movie or to charge a cell phone causes 


unnecessary pollution, is a nuisance for others nearby and puts excessive wear 


and tear on the engine. 


Am I causing more pollution by stopping and starting the engine? 


No. Once the engine has warmed up, an idling engine causes more pollution by 


running than by stopping and starting up again. Studies indicate that the trade-off for 


light- and medium-duty gasoline powered vehicles is about 10 seconds (i.e. the vehicle 


will produce more pollution idling longer than 10 seconds than it will by shutting down 


and restarting the engine). The time trade-off on medium- and heavy-duty diesel 


engines is about 30 seconds. 


Department of Executive Administration


City Purchasing Services Section


Purchasing and Contracting Services Division


12/5/06
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