
The	  following	  draft	  letter	  is	  offered	  by	  the	  City	  Neighborhood	  Council’s	  Budget	  Committee	  for	  possible	  adoption	  by	  CNC	  at	  its	  
March	  26	  meeting.	  	  Revision	  suggestions	  are	  welcome;	  please	  be	  specific	  about	  language	  you	  would	  add	  or	  change.	  	  	  Please	  

send	  comments	  to	  CNC	  Chair	  Chas	  Redmond,	  at	  credmond@mac.com,	  CNC	  Secretary	  Ed	  Marquez	  at	  edjmarquez@gmail.com	  
and	  to	  CNC	  Budget	  Committee	  Chair	  Chris	  Leman,	  cleman@oo.net	  	  or	  call	  206-‐322-‐5463.	  

Seattle	  City	  Councilmembers	  	   	   	   	   	   [Date]	  
601	  Fifth	  Avenue,	  second	  floor,	  PO	  Box	  4749	  
Seattle,	  WA	  98124-‐4749	  
	  

Re:	  	  C.B.	  117425,	  proposed	  ordinance	  to	  put	  a	  Library	  levy	  before	  the	  voters	  on	  August	  7,	  2012	  

Dear	  City	  Councilmember:	  
	  

The	  City	  Neighborhood	  Council	  and	  the	  13	  District	  Councils	  support	  and	  value	  the	  Seattle	  Public	  Library,	  an	  
institution	  widely	  used	  and	  beloved	  by	  people	  who	  live	  or	  work	  in	  Seattle	  or	  visit	  here.	  	  In	  1998,	  voters	  
enthusiastically	  passed	  the	  $196	  million	  "Libraries	  For	  All"	  bond	  measure	  which	  remains	  one	  of	  the	  largest	  library	  
bond	  measures	  in	  United	  States	  history.	  	  Unfortunately,	  budgetary	  constraints	  are	  now	  making	  it	  impossible	  to	  
maintain	  these	  important	  buildings	  and	  the	  collections	  within	  them	  without	  furloughing	  employees,	  reducing	  hours,	  
failing	  to	  update	  collections	  and	  limiting	  staff	  training	  and	  salaries.	  	  The	  Library	  has	  joined	  other	  departments	  in	  
reducing	  costs	  even	  as	  utilization	  of	  Library	  services	  has	  increased.	  	  

In	  a	  July	  13,	  2011	  letter	  to	  the	  City	  Council,	  CNC	  stated:	  	  "We	  support	  the	  exploration	  of	  new	  revenue	  sources	  as	  an	  
addition	  to	  library	  funding	  from	  the	  General	  Fund".	  	  	  CNC	  is	  therefore	  heartened	  that	  the	  December	  Res.	  31345	  
committed	  the	  Council	  and	  Mayor	  ”to	  develop	  a	  Library	  Levy	  proposal	  for	  the	  August	  7,	  2012	  ballot.”	  	  	  This	  would	  be	  
done	  by	  Council	  Bill	  117425,	  now	  before	  the	  City	  Council.	  	  CNC	  supports	  passage	  of	  C.B.	  117425,	  and	  also	  as	  
described	  below,	  CNC	  urges	  the	  Council	  to	  include	  in	  C.B.	  117425	  an	  oversight	  committee	  similar	  to	  the	  one	  that	  
was	  in	  the	  Libraries	  for	  All	  bond	  measure.	  

Oversight	  of	  the	  spending	  of	  voter-‐approved	  levy	  and	  bond	  revenues	  by	  oversight	  committees	  of	  volunteers	  has	  
been	  fundamental	  to	  the	  passage	  of	  all	  the	  major	  bond	  and	  levy	  measures	  of	  recent	  years.	  	  There	  was	  an	  oversight	  
committee	  created	  by	  the	  ballot	  measures	  that	  were	  before	  voters	  not	  only	  for	  Libraries	  for	  All,	  but	  also	  for	  the	  
Bridging	  the	  Gap	  transportation	  levy,	  Families	  and	  Education	  levy,	  Housing	  levy,	  and	  Parks	  levies.	  	  Voters	  are	  
reassured	  when	  they	  know	  that	  spending	  of	  their	  taxes	  will	  be	  overseen	  by	  a	  committee	  that	  is	  independent	  of	  the	  
body	  that	  actually	  will	  spend	  the	  money.	  	  	  	  

Passage	  and	  implementation	  of	  Libraries	  for	  All	  was	  eased	  by	  the	  bond	  issue	  ordinance’s	  creation	  of	  the	  Citizens	  
Implementation	  Review	  Panel.	  	  We	  urge	  that	  a	  similar	  panel	  be	  included	  in	  C.B.	  117425	  for	  the	  new	  Library	  levy.	  	  	  
This	  addition	  will	  make	  it	  most	  likely	  that	  Seattle	  voters	  will	  stand	  with	  our	  Mayor,	  this	  Council	  and	  all	  the	  individuals	  
who	  have	  worked	  so	  hard	  to	  place	  a	  Library	  levy	  on	  the	  August	  7	  ballot.	  	  	  This	  letter	  was	  discussed,	  revised,	  and	  
approved	  at	  the	  City	  Neighborhood	  Council's	  March	  26	  meeting.	  	  [Ed.	  note	  -‐	  expected	  to	  be	  reviewed	  and	  voted	  on	  
at	  March	  26	  CNC	  meeting.]	  

Sincerely,	  

Chas	  Redmond	  
Chair,	  City	  Neighborhood	  Council	  
	  
cc:	  	  Mayor	  McGinn;	  City	  Librarian	  and	  Library	  Board;	  District	  Councils	  


