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City Neighborhood Council 

 
 
July 20, 2014 
 
Sally Bagshaw, Seattle City Council  SPUN Committee Chair 
Kshama Sawant, Seattle City Council SPUN Vice Chair 
Bruce Harrell, Seattle City Council  SPUN Member 
Tom Rasmussen, Seattle City Council SPUN Alternate 
Via Email   
 
Re: Neighborhood Matching Fund – Large Projects Fund 2014 Review Cycle 
DoN Project #B14011 – Cheasty Greenspace Trails & Bike Park 
 
Dear Seattle City Councilmembers: 
 
At the City Neighborhood Council's June 30 meeting, a slate of twelve projects totaling $1,073,125 in 
award recommendations for the 2014 NMF LPF cycle was presented by Patricia Lopez, Program 
Manager.  The Department of Neighborhoods previously sent letters notifying applicants that Citywide 
Review Team recommendations must still pass through several channels, including CNC review. The 
Citywide Review Team is a committee of the CNC. 
 
 As a result of unprecedented public testimony at the CNC meeting in opposition to DoN Project 
#B14011 and subsequent concerns expressed by CNC members after reviewing limited documentation 
during the meeting, the slate of twelve NMF LPF projects was amended to move eleven forward, 
temporarily holding #B14011 aside for further examination.  This action upheld CNC review obligations 
and honored the significant amount of work done by project stakeholders.   Ms. Lopez confirmed that 
two ordinances could be drafted. To clarify, the CNC did not reject Project #B14011.  
 
CNC took the following immediate steps regarding this time sensitive issue: 
July 2 - Routine project materials requested from DoN, initial contact made with applicant 
July 3 - The CNC received DoN Director’s letter advancing all projects to City Council 
July 7 - Initial project materials provided to several CNC members to view at DoN, where a meeting 
called by project opponents was also observed; additional document requests pending from DoN 
July 12 – DoN provided several documents previously requested 
 
The CNC acknowledges and is deeply appreciative of the extensive amount of work invested by all 
stakeholders during the NMF, Large Projects Fund 2014 Cycle.  As a result of concerns mentioned 
above, limited access to CRT project scoring information (some materials only available to view at 
DoN’s office via the online webgrants system) and this issue occurring during the final phase of the 
NMF LPF funding cycle, the CNC provides the following comments/recommendations: 
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1. Current parks policy does not allow for non-passive uses in natural areas/greenbelts and 
according to information available to the CNC, the project was disqualified by SPR as a result. 
 

2. CNC urges City Council to condition the project by directing Parks to: 
a. create a broad, public oversight committee of supporters/opponents to participate in the 

Parks Design process; 
b. jointly establish a set of metrics with broad community input to measure impacts to the 

trail; 
c. provide quarterly reports for the first year using established metrics to: Oversight 

Committee, Community, CNC, DoN 
d. outline the process/plan for de-commissioning #B14011 if metrics reveal significant 

negative impacts during first year of pilot operations 
 

 
Thank you for considering the City Neighborhood Council’s comments and recommendations. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Laine Ross, CNC Co-Chair            Alexis Gallegos, CNC Co-Chair   
    
C:   Mayor Ed Murray 
 Deputy Mayor Hyeok Kim  
 Seattle Department of Neighborhoods 
 Seattle Parks Department 
 Seattle Board of Parks Commissioners 
 
 
 
Reference Page Attached 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This matter was discussed at the CNC's June 30, 2014 meeting and letter approved July 20, 2014. 
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Attachments / References 
 
 
Excerpts Page 46 – DoN NMF Large Projects Fund Application #B14011 
‘Roadblocks to Project Proposal’ Section 
Note: Full DoN project application not attached 
According to the 2012-2013 Parks and Green Spaces Levy Opportunities Staff Recommendations 
comments, the Cheasty Greenspace Trails and Bike Park project was disqualified because SPR does not 
allow developed use in a natural area. Conversations with SPR staff have indicated that this reason is 
more nuanced, and that the disqualification was because SPR understands the Bicycle Use DPP as not 
allowing bicycle use in a natural area. The broader reason for disqualification, no developed use in a 
natural area, suffers from several examples to the contrary as shown below. Additionally, the Bicycle 
Use DPP does not apply, is waivable, was never properly formalized, and is revisable as explained 
below. 

 

Excerpts Page 39 – DoN NMF Large Projects Fund Application #B14011 
History – Letter provided by Parks Superintendent Williams  
Note: Full DoN project application not attached 
A mountain bike trail at Cheasty Greenspace was originally proposed as a project through our Parks and 
Green Spaces Levy Opportunity Fund process in 2012. There was significant community momentum for 
the project, with the North Beacon Hill Community Council writing in support of the mountain bike 
trail. Because the project was contrary to Seattle Parks’ existing bicycle policy, the project was not 
funded. 

 

Seattle Board of Parks Commissioners 
April 10, 2014 Meeting Notes - Attached 
Pages 1 & 2 specific to #B14011 
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