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RESOLUTION 27709

A RESOLUTION establishing a Neighborhood Planning and Assistance
Program for the City of Seattle.

WHEREAS, in fts review of the 1985-86 planning reorganizatian, the
Seattle Planning Conmission wrote a series of reports to the Mayor
(November 25, 1985, March 20 and Aprii 23, 1986) recommending that
the' City examine its rnle in nefghborhood planning; and

WHEREAS, Ordinance 113150 adopted by the City Council October 29, 198&
requested that the planning Commission conduct a study of the
City's neighbarhcod planning functions and make a recommendation
to the Mayor and Council by June, 1987 and authorized an agreement
for $40,000 in consultint services to assist the Commission; and

WHEREAS, between November 1986 and June 1987 the Planning Commission
held eight public mestings, additional meetings with individual
organizations and City departments, and distributed 2,000 surveys
aszing what City services neighborhood viewed as most important;
an

WHEREAS, based on the consultant's study, discussions with the public
and with City departments, and Cammissipn deliberations, the
Planning Commission submitted a recommendatiosn on neighborhood
gl;gningdand assistance to the Mayor and City Council July 16,

987; an

WHEREAS, the Land Use Committee reviewed the findings and recommen-
dations of the Plinning Commission held a public hearing thereon
and recommends implementation of a neighborhood planning »nd
assistance program, now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY TFE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEQTTLE:

SECTION 1. OBJECTIVES '

In establishing the Nelghborhood Planning and Assistance Program

for Seattle the City Council seeks to achieve the follaowing objec-

tives:

1. To create a partnership between the City and its neighbor-
hoods in order to provide the neighborhoods with tools and
resources for planning and development which reflect their

needs and values.

2. To design City plans, ‘gulations and programs to suit the
diverse character and develcpment patterns of the City's

neighborhoods.

3. To strengthen and ccordinate City departments' responses to
neighborhood problems and requests for help.
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4. To foster cooperation and concensus among diverse interests
within neighborhoods and to encourage the constructive
settlement of disputes involving neighborhood groups,

prospective developers and the City.

5. To facilitate communication between neighborhoods regarding

camman cancerns.

SECTION £. PROGRAM
The July 16, 1987 recommendations of the Planning Commission on
neighborhood planning and assistance are hereby adopted consistent

with the programmatic actions io.Attachment A to this resalution.
SECTION 3. 1988 BUDGET

Final 1988 budget decision having to do with neighberhood planning

and assistance shall occur as part of the regu¥ar 1988 budget process.

ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Seattle this aﬁl#
day of Or\rdpsa),. 1987, and signed by me in open session in authen-
tication of its adoption tn-: _2Abt% day of (Drd-~r=n ,, 1987.

Pro Temresident of the City Council

Filed by me this __ Qi day of Oedjoosd , 1987.

ATTEST: ﬁWWJ A Bt

- City Comptraller and City Clerk

BY:™ 1 E;ug;% \Zﬁm )
eputy




Attachment A

The following actions shall be taken to implement Resolution 2} 7 7D
ectablishing a Neighborhood Planning and Assistance Program for the
City of Seattle.

l.

Community Service Centers

a) The number of community service centers shall be
increased from nine to twelve to serve underserved
nreighborhoods.

b) The boundaries of community service center catchment
areas shall be redrawn to correspond more closely te
community needs. Each catchment area shall have its own
community service center. Tentative boundaries shall be
established immediately by the Department aof Human
Resources with the help of the Planning Commission and
in consultation with neighborhood organizations. These
boundaries shall be subject to revision by the City
Council after review by the Office of Meighborhoods, the
City Neighborhood Council, the Districf Council's and
neighborhood organizations.

¢) To the extent practical community service centers shall
provide ample meeting space at consistent locations for
public meetings of neighborhood groups and citizens.

Neighborhood District Councils

a) Each of the community service center catchment areas
shall be designated as a neighborhood district. The
boundaries of the neighborhood districts, when combined
with other districts, shall correspond ta the extent
possible with other City service areas such as police,
health and parks.

b) Tach neighbaorhood district shall have a District Couacil
consisting of representatives of all community courcils
and neighborhood business organizations within tha
district who wish to participate. The District Councils
shall be staffed by the community service centars.

¢) The City shall work to provide planning and budget
information by neighborhood districts and, to the extent
practical, by neighborhood.

d) District Councils shall provide a farum for con=-
sideration of common concerns including physical
planning, budget allocations and service delivery and
for the sharing of ideas for solutions to common
problems.

[ —
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a)

" City

Netghborhood business and residential groups will con-
tinue to determine their own boundaries and will remain
free to deal directly with City departments and elected
officials as they have in the past,

Neighborhood Council(CNC)

a)

b)

c)

Each District Council shall select one rasidential and
one business district representative to serve on a City
Neighborhood Council.

The responsibilities of the City Neighborhood Council
skall include i) review and recommendations regarding
City budget issues including the general fund, capital
and block grant budgets and the Nefghborhood Matching
Fund; 11) advice on policies necessary to the first year
implementation of the Neighborhood Planning and
Assistance Program.

The Council shall be staffed by the City's Office of
Nefghborhoods.

0ffice of Neighbarhoods

a)

b)

c)

The 0ffice of Nelghborhoods shall be established effec-
tive January 1, 1988. i

Staffing for the Office shall include a Director
appointed by the Mayor and approved by the Council, a
neighborhood planner (transfer from OCD), a program
coordinator, and an administrative specialist. Funds
for a consultant to develop mediation strategies shall
be provided.

ODuring 1988 the Office shall have primary responsibility
for the implementation of the Neighborhood Planning and
Assistance Program and for recommending to the Council
modifications and additions to these policies as
necessary. Implementation will include: the establish-
ment of the neighborhood district boundaries; the
establishment of the City Neighborhood Council; the
development of criteria and procedures to guide the
implementation of the Neighborhood Matching Fund; the
formulation of procedures for budget and block grant
reviews; the development of mediation strategies; the
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preparation of a "Neighborhood Planning Handbook" in
cooperation with the Office of Long Range Planning; and
the examination of early neighborhood involvement in
project review.

d) The Office shall have responsibility for the following
ongoing activities: mediation services for land use
disputes referred by developers, neighborhood organiza-
tions, or the Department of Construction and Land Use;
staff support for the City Nefghborhood Council; manage-
ment and oversight of the Neighborhood Matching Fund;
close cooperation with the 0ffice of Long-Range Planning
and the Department of Community Development in the
updating of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan; close
cooperation with the Community Service Centers in the
development and facilitation of neighborhood organiza-
tions and leadership; cooperation with tha Office of
Management and Budget in the development of budget
information organized by neighborhood distsicts;
leadership and staff support for the Intrrdepartmental
Neighborhood Coordinating Committee; maintenance of the
community organization mailing 1ist.

5. Budget Raview

a) Opportunities for neighborhood involve ient in the City
budget process shall be created and ma ntained. The
.City shall provide budget information ny district and,
if practical, by neighbaorhood.

b) Procedures for budget review and comment by neighborhood
organizations and District Councils shall be developed
for Council approval. Nefghborhood organizations and
District Councils shall be provided the oocportunity to
initiate budget proposals for neighborhood projects.

The Mayor's budget recommendatfons to the Council shall
include a report containing departmental responses to
neighborhood budget inftfatives and to the City
Neighborhood Council's budget recommendatians.

¢) The City Council shall consider the recommendations of
the City Neighborhood Council and the comments of neigh-
borhood organizations and District Councils in its
review and actions on the City budget.

6. MNelghbarhood Planning

a) The opportunities for neighborhood-generated planning
shall be expanded. Addftional resources shall be made
available through the Neighbornood Matching Fund (see
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item 8 below) to support the preparation of neighborhood
plans by community councils and business district
organizations. '

b) The criteria for allocation of such resources, .he stan-
dards for directing plan preparation, and the procedures
for City review and approval of neighborhood plans shall
be prepared by the Office of Neighborhoods in consulta-
tion with the Planning Commisfon, the City Neighborhood
Council and District Councils, and shall be submitted to
the City Council for approval.

c) Community Overlay Zones may be recommended to permit
implementation of unique zoning centrols proposed in
neigh??rhnad plans which have been approved by the
Counc

d) The City may continue to prepare sub area plans which
reflect City priorities and urgent needs. [n appro-
priate cases, neighburhaod-generafed DCD and/or OLP
planning may be combined.

T Comprehensive Plan Updates

a) The Comprehensive Land Use Plan shall be updated on a
reqgular cycle and on a geographic basis tied to the
neighborhoods districts described above.

b) The District Councils and neighborhood organizations
shall play advisory roles in the updating of the
comprehensive plans in the areas for which they are
responsible including participation in the scoping of
priorities and review of staff recommendations.

¢) Neighborhood plans, including neighborhood-generated
plans whose land use recommendations have not yet been
implemented by the City, shall be given primary con-
sideration in the scoping of 1ssues for comprehensive
plan updates. Land use recommendations not acted on by
the Council prior to or as part of the next related
comayrehensive plan update for the area shall lapse.

e) The Office of Long Range Planning shall have primary
responsibility for comprehensive plan updates. OLP
shall cooperate with the Office of Neighborhoods, the
District Councils and the City Neighborhood Council to
ensure that coordination with City departments and
neighborhood organizations occurs.

f) Elaboration of the Comprehensive Plan Update procedures
and policies shall be approved by separate Resolution.

W 3Ina St 1l
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Neighborhood Matching Fund

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

4 Neighborhood Matching Fund shall be established. In
1988 the contribution shall be $200,000 including
$100,000 from block grant funds and $100,000 from the
general fund. Tn 1989 the contribution to the fund
shall be $1,500,000 inciuding $500,C00 from block grant
funds and 51,000,000 from the general fund.

The fund shall be disbursed in matching grants to com-
mun:ty councils and business district organizations to
address problems they have identified. Matching
requirements may be met by cash or in-kind contribu-
tions. At least $750,000 per yedr beginning in 1989
shall be allocated from the Matching Fund to low-income
neighborhoods.

More than half the matching fund shall be expended on
improvement projects; a smaller amount shall be avail-
able to assist in the funding of neighborhood-generated
planning efforts which offer the prospect of significant
public and/or private sector action.

The Matching Fund shall be administered through the
0ffice of Neighborhoods in consultation with the City
Neighborhood Council. The District Councils and then
the City Neighborhood Council shall rate and rank the
eligible applications for the Matching Fund. Awards
shall be made at least twice a year after Office of
Neighbornoods recommendation and Council approved.

Matching Fund dollars shall not be used to replace
dollars which would otherwise have been available to the
neighborhoods from the City.

. Communications Assistance

a)

b)

c)

A community organization mailing 1ist shall be main-
tafned by the Office of Neighborhoods and made available
to all City departments and neighborhood groups.

OCLU's General Mafiled Release (GMR) shall be publicized
on Channel 28, the -Public Access Channel.

The City will assist community organizations in pro-.
ducing and distributing neighborhood newsletters and
will prepare City supplements for periodic insert in
daily and weekly newspapers.
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10. Interdepartmental Nelghborhood Coordiniting Committee

a) An interdepartmental neighborhood coordinating committee
(INCC) shall be created under the leadership of the
Director of the Office of Neighborhoods and shall be
made of up of the planning agencies and operating
departments that deliver services to neighborhoods.

b) The INCC's functions shall include i) coardination of
departmental responses to neighbarhoods 1) monitoring
of commitments made by the City .o neighborhoods; iil)
identification and evaluation of ways that the City can
be more responsive ;grneighhorhnods.

11. Early Project Review

The Office of Neighborhoods (see below), and the Department
of Construction and Land Use shall explore during 1938
whether neighborhood organization and/or District Councils
should be involved in earlfer review of public and private
develop proposals and whether expedited permit processing
could be achieved in connection with such early review.

12. 1988 WORK PROGRAM
Dco
DHR

Department of Community Development
Office of Management and Budget

ON
CNC
NDC

cc

Department of Human Resources
Office of Nefghborhoods

City Neighborhood Council
Neighborhood District Councils
Planning Commission

City Council

| I Y B D B R R |

Task Responsibilities Time

2.

Establish Office of Neighbor- Mayor 1/1/88

hoods.
Appoint Director Mayor/CC 3/1/88

a.

b.

Hire/designate Staff ON 4/1/88

Establish tentative neighbar- DHR/PC 2/15/88

hood district boundaries,
convene District Councils,
organize City Neighbarhood
Council.
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Task Responsibilities T ime
3. Establish Interdepartmental Mayor 4/1/88
Neighborhood Coordinating {or earlier)
Committee.
4. Expand Neighborhood Planning
a. Develop criteria, standardg ON/CNE/DCD/OLP/PC/CC| 7/1/88
and procedures for adoption
of neighborhood-generated
plans.
b. Prepare Neighborhood Plan- ON/DCD/OLP 7/1/88
ning Handboook.
c. Make initial planning ON/OMB 10/1/88
awards.
5. Establish Neighborhood Matching OMB 1/1/88
Fund
a. Oevelop procedures for ap- ON/CNC/CC/PC 7/1/88
plication and review, cri=-
teria for selection, cri-
teria for neighborhood
matching requirement and
mechanisms for oversight.
b. Make initial awards. ON/CHC/CC 10/1/88
6. Budget and Block Grant Review
a. Develop budget report which OMB/ON 7/1/88
shows ta extent possible
the allocation of block
?rant, capital and general
und budgets by neighbor-
hood and by district.
b. Establish procedures for ON/OMB/CRC/NDC 7/1/88

presentation, review and
rankiny by neighborhood
organizations, Oistrict
Councils and City NeighborA
hood Council. .-




Page 8
Attachment A

Task Responsibilities Time
7. Establish Mediation Service
Develop policies praocedures, and ON/DCLU/CNC/CC 9/1/88
related legislation for imple=
mentation in land use area. .
8. Establish Program for Comprehen- OLP/ON/SNC/PC/CC | 771788
sive Plan Update.
9, Establish community organization ON 3/1/88
mailing list.
10. Explore early neighborhoad pro- ON/DCLU/PC 12/31/88
ject review and accelerated prn-
Ject permit processing.
11. Refine neighborhood distict ON/DHR /CNC /NDC 9/1/88

boundaries.

16-20R.1/J5:ec






