
Comments received via http://www.seattle.gov/municipaljail/questions.htm 
on July 2, 2008 
 
Name: Kira Stephens 
Neighborhood: Broadview/Bitter Lake 
I am writing in opposition to the siting of a jail at Aurora Avenue N and N 117th Street. I do not 
believe that this site meets reasonable criteria for a safe and efficient jail location. Of the four 
sites mentioned: - It is the only one with immediately adjacent residences. - It is the furthest site 
from the downtown courthouse. - It is the site with the greatest number of K-12 schools within 
one mile. - It is located within the boundaries of the Bitterlake Hub Urban Village. - There are 
three Seattle Parks facilities within one mile. - The potential flow of 20-40 inmates daily onto 
our vulnerable streets threatens the gains we have made as a community. - The 358 bus-line is 
one of the higher crime routes. This could only contribute to its already risky status. Please 
choose a site that is further from residential areas and schools, closer to the downtown 
courthouse and less vulnerable to crime.  
 
Name: Dan Towle 
Neighborhood: Broadview/Bitter Lake 
Section A-1 of Seattle's comprehensive plan states: 
"designation as an urban center, urban village, or manufacturing/industrial center guides other 
city actions to enhance the character and function of that area" 
 
I fail to see how closing existing businesses to make way for a new jail "enhances the character 
and function" of the Bitterlake Urban Village, Licton Springs Urban Village or the Northgate 
Urban Center. The DCLU has a Hub Urban Village map that's easily accessible here 
http://www.ci.seattle.wa.us/dclu/planning/comprehensive/spidr/urbvillg.htm  
 
This map will show that the Haller Lake site places the new jail in the center of all 3 of the above 
locations. The entire Hub Urban Element plan as well as reports for each community are all 
available on the City's website. 
 
We are almost 10 years down the road of the Urban Center plan now, and just completed a new 
bike trail through the area. 
 
Was any of this considered? 
 
I am writing to ask you how the Haller Lake site could have possibly made the list of final sites 
for the location of Seattle's new jail? Did you realize that will place a jail in the middle of our 
'Hub Urban Center'? This is a quote from the City's specific information regarding our area: 
 
Section A-1 of Seattle's comprehensive plan states: 
"designation as an urban center, urban village, or manufacturing/industrial center guides other 
city actions to enhance the character and function of that area" 
 
I fail to see how closing existing businesses to make way for a new jail "enhances the character 
and function" of the Bitterlake Urban Village, Licton Springs Urban Village or the Northgate 
Urban Center.  
 
Can you explain to me the 'enhancements of character and function' that we might expect from a 
new jail? 


