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QIF June 26, 2008 — Municipal Jail Public Forum
Comments Submitted via Comment Cards

“I am tired of housing all the City’s garbage! No jail in my neighborhood!”
Amanda White

“This forum on June 26™ was not a forum that allowed individuals to voice their opinions. It felt
controlled and manipulated. We were told that NO MINUTES were taken at the meeting that
narrowed the list of sites from 35 to 4. That is unacceptable. Will the July release of the
downtown site study be made public?”
Marnee Crawford
Highland Park

“Traffic study needs to consider impacts of viaduct construction and extending 509 to connect
with I-5.”
Unknown

“The two Highland Park sites, both in the south end of the city, are not acceptable sites because
these neighborhoods around these sites are highly vulnerable. Both Highland Park/White
Center and South Park have large minority populations, lower income and environmental
aspects. Further the proximity to the Seattle/King Co/Tukwila border present difficult
policy/jurisdiction situations. No one wants this in their neighborhood, but it seems like the city is
considering these sites because of the people/economic/minority population is easier to
suppress than a wealthier northern location.”

Laura Feinstein

Highland Park

“Downtown most desirable — Why not use Key Arena? — Let Bennett go!”
Unknown

“(1) ‘Public & transparent’ — not really meeting this goal, especially since | only found out from a
flyer posted next to a school in my neighborhood; (2) | don't understand why you are even
considering the two sites along the greenbelt and Myers Way site wetlands when the mayor is
on a national tour talking about his environmental agenda, climate change, etc. (3) Social
Justice — a policy on paper is useless if not applied. How has the city actually done anything to
implement this in this process? Where are the tribes? Aren’t they concerned given their interest
in the Duwamish? Have you even talked to them?”

Unknown

“What does ‘displacement of significant/economic activity’ mean? Are you placing the desires of
developers over that of existing communities of schools, families, and businesses?”

K. Voss

Highland Park



“Why put a jail in a neighborhood that has received so much effort through Weed and Seed
programs and renovation of the housing projects. The mayor’s representative stated that in July
the results of a consult regarding downtown placement option will be known. Then he said the
mayor is not considering downtown due to high construction costs.”
Marnee Crawford
Highland Park

“Eliminating wetlands in our city should not be an option. Putting a low-rise facility in an urban
city like Seattle should not be an option. Rural areas are for low-rise facilities — not cities!! What
cities are as large as Seattle and have low-rise jails in their city limits? Lake Tahoe and Kansas
are not good examples to compare to Seattle.”
Marnee Crawford
Highland Park

“Has the city determined whether the Duwamish Indian tribe has tribal ruins or burial grounds on
the Highland Park site? Where are the city council members or their staff? Why aren’t they here
at this meeting? If this is the hardest decision for Mayor Nickels why is he not at our meeting?
Keller is a buffer we are paying for!”
Marnee Crawford
Highland Park

“If crime statistics in Highland Park are too high to have a jail — | think adding onto the Regional
Justice Center for this jail would be a safer location. It is well monitored and not in a low income
area of Seattle that is trying to improve. The wetlands and lack of transportation routes to
downtown Seattle when viaduct is inoperable both worry me. If Sue Rahr thinks Seattle building
a jail is a big waste of money why is it an option?”
Marnee Crawford
Highland Park

“I question the need. Transportation already sucks. Neither site is close to court, legal, social,
housing services.”
Les Treall
Puget Ridge

“Could the downtown King Co. jail be sold to the city and have the county build a new jalil in the
outskirts of the county? (Maybe on the north end to contrast with the existing south end site in
Kent).”
Justin Fallstrom
Highland Park

“The King County Sheriff has stated that Kent Reg. Justice Center was built to be expanded,
and all cities could/should support that facility together and not need to build their own city jails.
Proximity to schools and residential neighborhoods does not seem to have been a consideration
in choosing our 2 south end sites. Seattle has a habit of “dumping” the unwelcome properties
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(like a jail) in the south west communities. The area is striving to build and improve itself and do
not need this dangerous facility near our schools and homes. Why are industrial sites
eliminated? What about Sand Pt. vacant land? What about Ft. Lawton vacant land? What about
property in the SODO area — no schools anywhere near?”
Robert and Pat Price
Blvd. Park

“| am very concerned about the two locations offered in the 11" district and especially
concerned with the criteria used for selecting the sites. Why only three possible initial sites north
of the Ship Canal? Why no notice of an environmental impact? Why no criteria that takes into
account the economic impact — and economic investment in a community? Why no criteria that
weighs community burden — which neighborhoods carry more than their share. Why can’t Kent
facility be expanded? And why can’t Seattle go in with suburban cities?”

Rep. Zack Hudgins

“Both proposed jail sites are close to potential illicit camping and hiding areas. Also too close to
areas frequented by children. The jail is unsafe to the neighborhoods nearby. The Myers Way
area is geologically unstable and is very close to a new senior housing development and three
churches and a school within walking distance.”
Norval Simonson
Highland Park

“Housing of jail populations, and reduction of jail population, should be addressed on a regional
level.”
Blair Johnson
Highland Park

“I am very concerned for the safety of my family, my children and also the children in the area,
the proximity of the elementary school and senior center, the transportation of the inmates,
traffic and travel time that takes away from my family life. We do matter in every aspect of
consideration of the jail. Absolutely no jail in our neighborhood.”
Tiffany Daraja
Highland Park

“Very dissatisfied with the consultant toward the end of the meeting. She was fairly disrespectful
to citizen’s input. Instead of allowing people to speak to the mayor’s representative, she talked
on, interrupted and pressed a form convenient for her onto the meeting.”
Katja Jacob
South Park

“Where are the city officials tonight? Not at the public forum! The city is using tunnel vision —
they already have their mind made up before considering the facts. Negotiate with King County
—and include all cities concerned in this regional problem. Use increased height and build
downtown on top of existing city buildings.”

Pearl Kutelson
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Highland Park

“Why can't the jail go where the crime is happening most often, like downtown and central
district? Why is the only two sites considered on the north end? Why is it okay to destroy a
wetland for the city prison? Why does it have to be 7 acres?”
Kelly Welker
Georgetown

“The W. Marginal Way site is at an intersection. Directly kitty-corner to the proposed site is a
greenbelt. This greenbelt has recently been restored, fixing it up after neglect and use by the
homeless. It now is a safe place to actually hike and walk. With 30% of jail inmates being
homeless, YOU BETTER BELIEVE that the greenbelt will be used as their haven. The greenbelt
backs up to people’s backyards and children’s park and ball field! These places in residences
will no longer be safe.”
Nicole Mazza
Highland Park/Riverview

“Highland Park Way and Myers Way sites are nowhere near the proposed “model” as the Kent
Regional Justice Center. Perhaps an area near South Center Mall would be similar, providing
plenty of transportation services. We need transparency — show us the minutes of the selection
process!”
Monica Cavagharo
Highland Park

“The option of combining resources with other King County cities seems far better, more
reasoned, more economical than creating a Seattle-only jail within our already impacted,
densely populated city limits. | would like to see the majority of time, effort, and resources put
toward that possibility right now rather than all this effort toward choosing a site. | would like
transparency into how much time and resources are being devoted to considering all 3 options:
a Seattle-only jail, a joint effort between several cities, a joint effort with King County. It is not
hard to suspect that the city is looking for a 7-acre-minimum site with such rigor and diligence at
this time because the city plans to lease out space in this new jail to other cities. Is this
becoming a money-making scheme? There is a lot of money to be made in jail ownership and
bed leasing. | hope that is not the main reason for searching for a site at this time.”

Unknown

“If this jail needs to be put somewhere, why are we down to four with two in my neighborhood?
The city has picked mostly southern locations. Why were most of the locations taken off the list
due to some unforeseen reason.”
Aaron and Melissa
Highland Park
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“What would be the best location based on the location of the crimes? Why would most of the
officers which are taking criminals across one bridge, far south of town be taken off the street
due to your choice of location of the jail.”
Aaron Rysemus
Highland Park

“Why are we putting a jail in a location which only has one bridge to walk back to the city center
and only one main bus line, which has limited run times. | am concerned the city will be
dropping homeless, other previously incarcerated citizens in my neighborhood with out a way
out.”
Aaron Rysemus
Highland Park

“We won't enjoy amenities if we agree to this site. There is no transportation located in walking
distance like Kent. Myers Way is a wetland. This is not consistent with what the county sheriff
has stated. Like Kent there is no court houses proposed. When there is no viaduct or South
Park Bridge where will the traffic go?”
Kelly Welker
Georgetown

“Concerning the Highland Park Way and the S Myers Way how can these two sites be up for
consideration from a race and social justice standpoint? This area is the last affordable area for
families to live in Seattle, putting a jail facility here flies in the face of building strong
communities and healthy families, which is what our community residents are working toward
with minimal assistance from the city.”
Unknown
Highland Park

“With the city’s budget constraints and a sub-par economy, how can Seattle afford to build its
own facility? Wouldn't it be financially more prudent to rent beds from another facility and
continue funding alternative problems to incarceration?”
Kathy Nyland
Georgetown

“If the city proceeds to build its own jail, will this serve as an income generator? Are there plans
to rent out beds to Tukwila and Des Moines?”
Kathy Nyland
Georgetown

“Is it true that King County will no longer house other cities misdemeanor offenders based on a
1999 study? If that study proves to be out dated and the numbers inaccurate could King County
continue to house misdemeanors offenders?”
Kathy Nyland
Georgetown
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“I'm concerned that Seattle has limited itself to four sites. Why not a regional partnership with
King Co. and other cities for additional beds at the Kent Regional Facility? It would be cheaper
in the long run for one large facility. Please do not place criminals near residential
neighborhoods. Certainly, a facility at Myers Way would be a poor introduction to the White
Center/North Highline neighborhood.”
Gilbert Loring
White Center/North Highline

“Work with the county and region to solve this problem — efficiency in consolidation — financial,
time, pollution, spending resources on building a new structure.”

Unknown
“Property values, social stigma, and neighborhood morale — this is the gateway to our
community.”

Unknown
“Why does the city get to break its own rules? Zoning, environmental impact, “strong
community” initiatives, and Duwamish tribe protection.”

Unknown

“Selection criteria for the sites is flawed — Why a low-rise structure? Why was the initial 30 site
list narrowed without public impact? Re-evaluate and communicate with us!”
Unknown

“Social justice requires distributing the ‘unwanted’ facilities and activities around the city — we
are not your dumping ground.”
Unknown

“It is not fair to pit all of these neighborhoods against each other. Rich against poor, citizen
against citizen. This jail does not belong in any neighborhood. It belongs near commercial
districts with social and transportation services.”

Unknown

“The southern neighborhoods are fragile communities, a jail will destroy our momentum in
improving our community.”
Unknown

“The jail should not be in a residential area — the old Public Safety Block at 3" and James is an
ideal site and should be used instead of making money off of it and dumping your jail on your
citizens.”
Keasa Jones
Highland Park

June 26, 2008 — Municipal Jail Public Forum Comments from Comment Cards



“Why are you limiting the building options to only one story — it seems to work well for the county

to have multi-level buildings? It seems that it would benefit that city to look at building up instead
of out.”

Raina Anderson

Southpark

“It is obvious that the sites in West Seattle were obviously targeted because of economic and
racial profiling. We will not allow ourselves to be degenerated. Although many of the sites taken
off the list appear to be perfect (no nearby neighborhood, vacant, etc.) these were considered
unsuitable. The reasons need to be clear.”
Lani Jacobs
Highland Park

“When minutes are taken in every other meeting — why weren’t they taken in the initial meeting?
Seems odd to us...”

Raina Anderson

Southpark

“Why are you making choices so limited when other things (eastside) are still on the table?”
Raina Anderson
Southpark

“Why are you even considering a site that has HUGE environmental challenges already? Why
isn't that site ‘fatally flawed?”
Raina Anderson
Southpark

“BE TRANSPARENT. Lets (as a group of communities) evaluate these sites. Give us definitions
of ‘fatally flawed’ and other like terms.”

Raina Anderson

Southpark

“Why did King County refuse an extension? Was it financially based? Do they just need more
room for more felons? In which case why isn’t that being addressed?”
Raina Anderson
Southpark

June 26, 2008 — Municipal Jail Public Forum Comments from Comment Cards



“Building a jail at the door to the Highland Park area is going to have many bad consequences.
The biggest is the safety issue. | live on the greenbelt that borders the Highland Park site. How
am | supposed to feel safe in my home when someone just released with nowhere to go is now
wandering around my backyard? On a practical note how is this area supposed to handle the
traffic? First Ave. bridge is already stretched when it comes to traffic congestion.”
Michael Sziloggi
Highland Park

“This jail will drive my husband and | from our home and out of Seattle. West Seattle is the only
nice, middle-class neighborhood that we could afford in Seattle. We bought our home 18
months ago and planned to start a family here. Our home is right in the middle of the two
possible sites. If one of the West Seattle sites is picked, my family will sell our home and be
forced to move out of Seattle to find safe, affordable housing.”
J. Stafford
Highland Park

“Who will be running this jail? Will it be benefited city employees? Or will we be hiring a for-profit
jail contractor? Will the city be a leader in this?”

Kay Kirkpatrick

Highland Park

“What about the Duwamish Tribes historical presence in this area? There is a long house and
cultural center right down the street and a historical dig site named Duwamish site #1. Will the
city do a complete archeological dig before breaking ground?”
Dan Mullins
Highland Park

“A new jail facility is inappropriate at the Myers Way and W. Marginal Way locations. Jails are
specifically precluded in commercial and industrial zones. In either of these locations the jail
would be located near heavily forested parks, schools, and residentially zoned neighborhoods.
The city needs to consider the safety and costs to the community, not just the city’s direct
financial interests. Downtown is a more appropriate location for the jail — options in these
locations should be reconsidered.”

Devon Shannon

Highland Park

“You should really get a better representative from the city — Doug Cary is not a good public
speaker, he does not think well on his feet, and is overall a poor representative to send — if the
city is concerned with their neighborhoods, send a better rep.”

Unknown
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Have you hired a consulting firm to do a study to “CONFIRM” your low-rise assumptions or to
“challenge” these assumptions? Can you confirm that this will be an OBJECTIVE study? This is
the biggest flaw | see — the jail needs to be DOWNTOWN, when people buy downtown they
expect mixed uses.”
Carolyn Stauffer
Highland Park

“What does ‘fatally flawed’ mean?”
Unknown

“Low rise facility is a bad assumption.”
Unknown

“With the elimination of the 31 sites — what does fatally flawed — eliminated from additional study
mean?”

Jessie Cook

Highland Park

“A public disclosure request was made (PDR) why are we being given this in 3 installments?
Shouldn’t this information be readily available? Why are no minutes available for the site
selection meetings?”
Ken Knore
Highland Park

“Biggest concern is planning a facility that releases criminals into a residential neighborhood
that is vulnerable. Being highest children/household/single parent/middle class, gateway to the
community — traffic issues, bringing prisoners in and out with only First Ave. bridge. Why are we
taking away our natural resources for a facility that will hold people that don't care?”
Tanya Gurb
White Center/Myers Way

“I am extremely concerned for my personal safety, considering | am single, | live alone, and the
jail will be one block from my house. When the offenders are released they will be in my
neighborhood. | am also concerned for the elderly in my neighborhood. | am really upset the city
would consider building a jail in such a vulnerable neighborhood and what that says about how
the city thinks of the White Center area where people are working hard to stay safe and improve
the neighborhood.”

Kathryn McCutcheon

White Center
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“These four communities — White Center, South Park, Highland Park, Top Hat is not where
Gates lives, the multimillion dollar homes, noses in the air, who look down at us. We are
dumped on every chance. We are multicultural; we have homes, children, and businesses. We
are as important as those in those million dollar homes.”
Karen Haney
Highland Park

“What are you doing with our comments? | see a lot of redundancies in the comments from the
community meetings and of the 50 ‘community leaders’ you spoke with. Are you just posting
them, accepting them, seeking them — or are you listening to them? Do our comments actually
do anything?”

Unknown

“The only location that won’t be detrimental to a neighborhood is downtown near the existing
facility. Don’t dump the jail on South Park. The new facility should be near the courts and bail
bonds. It should not be located at the gateway to a neighborhood.”
S. Cronn
South Park

“It is the city’s obligation to provide a jail. The city jail should be in the city, or is it the desire of
the city to have its misdemeanor detainees removed from downtown, detained somewhere else
other than downtown and then released far from downtown to protect the city’s interests,
disguised as a property cost issue. Why aren’t you considering a jail in the central district or a
floating barge in the middle of Lake Washington? Why are we enabling mandatory jail when
something else like supporting fire fighting crews or some active contribution rather than being
locked up and sedentary where nothing is accomplished but wasting time of all participants?”
Marcus Moody
Highland Park

“I would suggest that Seattle look at a co-operative jail facility with Sea-Tac, Burien, Des
Moines, Renton, Normandy Park or Port of Seattle property at the airport. Build a building that
incorporates social services and bail bonds, etc. Could you not save money and generate more
efficiency by co-operating with other cities. Build it underground at the airport, save money on
heating and cooling, and get some awards, grant monies for building green.”
Terry Scidmore
Highland Park/Top Hat

“Why isn’t the city talking to the county and exploring a regional solution to the issue? And why
is industrial land, which legislation passed last year prohibits any other use, being considered
for this type of facility?”
Holly Krejci
Georgetown
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“City of Seattle should reopen negotiations with King County to expand the Regional Justice
Center in Kent.”
Dagmar Cronn
South Park

“Work with King County to find a site. Anything else is a waste of public funds. The West
Marginal site is unacceptable to South Park. We have the South Solid Waste facility. That is
enough.”

R. Cronn
South Park
“Can you do more outreach and notification, including sites, in foreign languages? A
community’s opinion is only as strong as who is given a voice with which to speak.”
Unknown

“Economies should not be the dictating factor in this decision. It is the job of the city council to
protect us, hear us, listen to us, and stick up for us. HELP US! Make this city a better place by
improving our neighborhood.”

Unknown

“What is going to happen with the profit from the sale of the Public Safety Block? Are you going
to give that to the neighborhood that you build the jail in?”
Unknown

“Would you want this in your backyard? We do not — stop hindering successful growth of
struggling communities.”
Raina Anderson
Southpark

“If you are open to a regional solution, why isn’t that moving forward as fast as sites are being
looked at?”
Raina Anderson
Southpark

“Seattle needs to explore ALL solutions quietly narrowing criteria and location options! The
current process pits neighborhoods against each other to argue against who will receive a
facility that is ONLY zoned for downtown, where the concentration of needed services exists
already. The Myers Way and Marginal Way sites are fatally flawed. The environmental impact —
the entire environmental cost — is not worth the limited service the proposed facility will provide.
How long until 450 beds is not enough?”

Josh Donoghue

South Park
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“The other study that showed low economic neighborhood impact — were these neighborhoods
studied already impoverished? Were they mostly minorities living in those areas? Were those
areas already lacking in transportation and economic options?”
Raina Anderson
Southpark

“White Center/Georgetown/South Park are struggling neighborhoods that have been receiving
funding to improve them — a jail will only bring them down. Social justice — our neighborhoods
are supporting a large amount of “bad” undesirable services — transfer station, trucking, etc.
Seattle needs to get info to non-English speaking residents — our neighborhoods have the
majority of the non-English speaking residents in Seattle. Environmental concerns — didn’t
Seattle already get fined for the training facility on Myers Way because it was knowingly built on
a wetland? Zoning — these sites are not zoned for a jail. What about my property values?”
Debbie Whittington
White Center

“What studies are going to be disclosed pertaining to relative safety benefits of a low-rise jail vs.
high-rise jail.”
Billy Stauffer
Highland Park

“I question the city’s selection criterion of more than 7 acres of land. This criteria has been
selected to accommodate a one story facility. | find several flaws in restricting the search to a
one story facility space. Reasons are not convincing, i.e. elevators — because they require more
personnel. Compare that to: travel to a remote site without court facilities will use up more staff
time, use up more fuel, and @ $4.50 a gallon will be increasingly expensive, contribute to
pollution. Jail should be where the court facilities are. Downtown jail or Bellevue jail. Travel to
the Myers Way and West Marginal Way will be increasingly crowded. By looking for a much
smaller site, many more potential sites would become available.”

Katja Jacob

South Park

“We urge you to consider a county-wide solution to the problem. There are 39 cities in the
county — lets find a solution together. If it is determined that Seattle needs a jail, it must go
downtown — that is the only place that makes one iota of sense.”
Wendy Woldenberg
South Park

“Seattle’s jail population is decreasing. We should cooperate with other King County
communities and the county to build a facility on the eastside of Lake Washington where, unlike
Seattle there is no jail.”
Bob Anderton
South Park
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“If criminal trespass is one of the top five reasons for incarceration why would you consider
placing the facility at the entrance to a residential neighborhood?”
Gene Meyer
Highland Park

“Where can | find the background data that identifies sites as ‘fatally flawed?”
Gene Meyer
Highland Park

“What is wrong with the site across from city hall? You have easy access to both courts and
police. Put the related services on the main floor and the jail above with parking in the sub
levels.”
Gene Meyer
Highland Park

“Why isn’t a regional solution being pursued? King County RJC was built with expansion in the
plan — expansion could be redesigned to accommodate more beds. The lack of transparency in
the selection process to narrow down from the original 35 sites is of great concern. Repeated
attempts to get clarification on this have been met with no answer from the city. References to
successful jail sites in other communities are extremely flawed. The department of Justice Study
cited by the city related to jails sited in rural communities with jails more than two miles from
residences.”

Victoria Martinez

Highland Park

“The city’s school site map is incorrect. There are some sites that are actually school offices
(administrative offices), not classrooms. Thirty percent of misdemeanants are homeless.
Release of more homeless folks into our neighborhood is unacceptable. Economic and social
justice issues — we already have two transfer stations, a re-entry training facility, Boeing Field.
We have taken our fair share of city infrastructure.”
Victoria Martinez
Highland Park

“In city documentation on a Web site there is no correlation between selection criteria and why
certain sites were eliminated. City personnel would not answer at community meetings.”
Victoria Martinez
Highland Park

“We do not want a jail in our community. Already have too much traffic. Too close to schools,
daycares, neighborhoods. Families would not be safe in their homes. Ruin our wetlands. Our
property value would be lowered. Already have too many homeless people.”
Connie Quantrille
Top Hat
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“Environmentally will not work. Ground not stable, wetlands. Native American burial grounds.
Traffic will not flow properly, First Ave. bridge is the only way to come from Seattle. Needs to be
more centrally located — time transporting prisoners. To close to schools and elderly housing.
So close, not viable or safe. Endangering residents with homeless people let out of jail.”
Glenda McFadden
Myers Way

“Put the jail in a different place. Pick someplace that is not already struggling with crime, transfer
station, low income families who may be dealing with crime and other negative elements. Why
does it have to be one story? Hire someone to move prisoners to different floors. Build it
downtown.”
Ahlyshawndra Means
South Park

“A better job needs to be done to outreach to minorities in these areas. There were four tables
tonight with translators. Each of these was empty. Knowing that these groups have not been
reached out to — | find it convenient that the city paid for a provided translators for a group that
wouldn’t be present.”
Ken Knoke
Highland Park

“It seems that Highland Park/S. Park/Georgetown neighborhoods are only looked at as a
dumping ground for what other neighborhoods that have the ear of the city government don’t
want: Jail, transfer station, Boeing Field.”
Ken Berry
Highland Park

“The location of the new jail should not be in or around South Park. Not only is this a developing
neighborhood pulling itself out of crime and gang activity but we do not have the infrastructure to
support a jail. The Kent facility is already set up to handle the traffic, buses, parking, etc. This
neighborhood should not be viewed as the city’s dumping ground.”

South Park

“King County seems willing to discuss joint facilities with the city. Lets pursue that avenue and
stop this ridiculous argument about a city site. NO ONE WANTS THE JAIL. Build it downtown or
forget it.”
Herkimer C.
South Park
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“South Park already has the solid waste and transfer station which no one else wants. We
shouldn’t have to take the jail too. Fremont — Wallingford does not want the solid waste station
they have — let them have the jail instead. Magnolia — Queen Anne does not want the jail so
give them the north transfer station. Just don't give South Park anything else we don’t want.”
Bob Cronn
South Park

“The best choice is site number 30 — 9501 Myers Way SW because: it is an out-of-sight
location, it's safely out of the lower valley flood plain (remember global warming is coming), and
the land is not already being used. Additional notes: all “flat” roofs should be grass covered and
the building facades should be classically styled and landscaped.”
Scott D. Boone
Georgetown

June 26, 2008 — Municipal Jail Public Forum Comments from Comment Cards
- 15 -



