
A Comparison of Average System Rates for the Largest 25 U.S. Cities and Neighboring Utilities

25 Largest U.S. Cities Neighboring Utilities

Rank by Rate City Population

2013 Average 
System Rate 
(cents/kWh) Utility

2013 Average 
System Rate 
(cents/kWh)

1 Seattle 652,405        7.16 Tacoma Power 6.35
2 Indianapolis 843,393        8.36 Seattle City Light 7.16
3 Charlotte 792,862        8.36 Snohomish PUD 8.30
4 Memphis 653,450        8.83 Avista 8.34
5 San Antonio 1,409,019     8.86 Portland General 8.96
6 Houston* 2,195,914     8.92 Puget Sound Energy 9.89
6 Dallas* 1,257,676     8.92
6 Fort Worth* 792,727        8.92  
9 El Paso 674,433        9.51
10 Denver 649,495        9.57  
11 Austin 885,400        9.65
12 Nashville-Davidson 634,464        9.81
13 Chicago 2,718,782     10.27
14 Jacksonville 842,583        10.39
15 Columbus 822,553        11.47
16 Phoenix 1,513,367     11.51
17 Detroit 688,701        11.91
18 Washington DC 646,449        12.73
19 Los Angeles 3,884,307     13.30
20 Philadelphia 1,553,165     13.94
21 San Jose 998,537        14.48
22 San Francisco 837,442        14.48
23 Boston 645,966        15.05
24 San Diego 1,355,896     16.21
25 New York City 8,405,837     23.86

Sources: EEI Winter 2014 Report or directly from each utility.

Population data is as of July 1 2013 available on US Census website.
*Texas utilities assigned the Texas average rate (EIA), due to deregulation.
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