
A Comparison of Average System Rates for the Largest 25 U.S. Cities and Neighboring Utilities

25 Largest U.S. Cities Neighboring Utilities

Rank by Rate City Population
2012 Rate 

(cents/kWh) Utility
2012 Rate 

(cents/kWh)

1 Seattle 634,535            6.89 Tacoma Power 6.09
2 Indianapolis 834,852            8.31 Seattle City Light 6.89
3 Charlotte 775,202            8.35 Snohomish PUD 7.90
4 Houston* 2,160,821         8.54 Avista 8.22
4 San Antonio* 1,382,951         8.54 Portland General 9.07
4 Dallas* 1,241,162         8.54 Puget Sound Energy 9.90
4 Fort Worth* 777,992            8.54
8 Austin 842,592            8.62  
9 Denver 634,265            8.93
10 Memphis 655,155            8.99  
11 El Paso 672,538            9.68
12 Nashville-Davidson 624,496            9.77
13 Columbus 809,798            9.87
14 Phoenix 1,488,750         10.87
15 Jacksonville 836,507            11.02
16 Chicago 2,714,856         11.56
17 Detroit 701,475            11.85
18 Washington DC 632,323            12.60
19 Los Angeles 3,857,799         12.70
20 San Jose 982,765            14.08
21 San Francisco 825,863            14.08
22 Philadelphia 1,547,607         14.49
23 Boston 636,479            14.86
24 San Diego 1,338,348         15.33
25 New York City 8,336,697         22.94

Sources: EEI Winter 2013 Report or directly from each utility.
*Due to deregulation, no average rate is available for these utilites. The Texas state 
average rate is listed instead from EIA website.

Sources:  Public and PGE- Average rates are 
from each utility. PSE and Avista 10K Annual 
Reports.
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