
A Comparison of Average System Rates for the Largest 25 U.S. Cities and Neighboring Utilities

25 Largest U.S. Cities Neighboring Utilities

Rank by Rate City Population

2016 Average 

System Rate 

(¢/kWh) Utility

2016 Average 

System Rate 

(cents/kWh)

1 San Antonio 1,492,510      8.40 Tacoma Power 6.93

2 Charlotte 842,051        8.41 Seattle City Light 8.49

3 Seattle 704,352        8.49 Avista 8.94

4 Houston* 2,303,482      8.71 Snohomish PUD 9.00

5 Dallas* 1,317,929      8.71 Portland General Electric 9.71

6 Fort Worth* 854,113        8.71 Puget Sound Energy 10.48

7 Memphis 652,717        8.89

8 Austin 947,890        9.31  

9 Denver 693,060        9.41

10 Indianapolis 855,164        9.45  

11 Jacksonville 880,619        9.75

12 El Paso 683,080        9.77

13 Nashville-Davidson 660,388        10.16

14 Chicago 2,704,958      10.91

15 Columbus 860,090        11.19

16 Detroit 672,795        11.26

17 Phoenix 1,615,017      11.90

18 Washington DC 681,170        12.22

19 Philadelphia 1,567,872      12.64

20 Los Angeles 3,976,322      14.79

21 San Jose 1,025,350      16.43

22 San Francisco 870,887        16.43

23 Boston 673,184        17.93

24 San Diego 1,406,630      19.31

25 New York City 8,537,673      22.14

Sources: EEI Winter 2017 Report or directly from each utility

*Texas utilities assigned "total for all utilities (IOUs,munis,coops,etc.)" from EEI report


