
Seatt le  Ci ty Light  

CONSTRUCTION GUIDELINE 

standard number :  
superseding:  

e f fec t ive date:  
page:  

D3-3 
March 22,  2002 
September  10,  2008 
1 o f  1 

 

standards coordinator standards supervisor unit director 

P O L E  S E T T I N G  D E P T H  
2 6 . 4  K V  L O O P E D  R A D I A L  S Y S T E M  

 

1. Scope 

This construction guideline provides the minimum 
set depth for wood poles. 

2. Application 

This document is used by SCL crews and 
contractors to set poles to the required depth, 
providing the necessary holding power of the soil for 
the given length of pole. 

3. Notes: 

3.1 The brand on City Light poles is 12΄ 6˝ from 
the pole base.  The butt gain is 12΄ 0˝ from 
the pole base. 

3.2 The brand on telephone company poles is 
10΄ 0˝ from the pole base. 

3.3 For western redcedar poles, do not cover the 
preservative treated area of the pole butt.  
The treated area should extend 12˝ above 
normal ground line.  Note: Douglas-fir poles 
treated along the entire length. 
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3.4 Trim pole wrap (liner) 6˝ to 12˝ above normal 
ground line. 

3.5 When tall poles are replaced with shorter 
poles, the proper setting depth must be 
obtained by the partial backfilling of the old 
hole. 

4. References: 

5072.0, “Poles, Butt-Treated Western Red Cedar”; 
Material Standards; SCL 

5082.0, “Poles, Pressure-Treated, Douglas Fir”; 
Material Standards; SCL 

 

 

 

 

Length of 
Pole, ft 

Minimum Set 
Depth in Earth, 
ft 

Minimum Set 
Depth in 
Rock, ft 

20 5.0 3.0 

25 5.0 3.0 

30 5.5 3.5 

35 6.0 4.0 

40 6.0 4.0 

50 7.0 4.5 

55 7.0 5.0 

60 7.5 5.0 

65 8.0 6.0 

70 8.0 6.0 

75 8.5 6.0 

80 9.0 6.5 

85 9.0 6.5 

90 9.5 7.0 

95 10.0 7.5 
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