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L U B R I C A N T ,  C A B L E - P U L L I N G  
 

1. General:  Cable-pulling lubricant is used to provide maximum tension reduction in high stress electrical 
and communications cable pulling operations.  It shall be polymer/water-based and have the 
consistency of a gel, except that the pourable version shall be a gel with a lower viscosity making it easy 
to pour or pump. 

2. Compatibility with Cable and Conduit:  It must have no effect on any type of cable insulation or 
jacket, including rubber, neoprene, lead, PVC, nylon, and polyethylene, including cross-linked 
polyethylene (XLP) and low density polyethylene (LDPE).  Product must have been tested for effect on 
cable tensile strength after immersion. 

 It must have no effect on semiconducting cable jackets or shields.  Product must have been tested for 
resistance levels in accordance with ICEA T-25-425, NEMA WC 5, and NEMA WC 7. 

 It must not cause stress cracking of polyethylene.  Product must have been tested in accordance with 
ASTM D 1693. 

 Product must have been tested and approved by a number of major cable manufacturers for 
compatibility with insulation and semiconducting jackets.  Test reports are required.  Product must be 
UL listed as a wire pulling compound. 

 It shall have no adverse effects on hardware or any conduit, including steel, galvanized steel, aluminum, 
copper, PVC, and ABS. 

3. Properties:  It must have no significant soap, free alkali, or free acid content.  The pH must be within 
the range of 5.0 to 8.5. The product may leave a slippery film but must not cause any locking or 
cementing of cable to conduit.  Product must be suitable for a temperature range of 28° F to 110° F 
during application. 

4. Safety:  It must be non-toxic.  It shall have no more than a mild, inoffensive odor.  It shall be 
noninjurious to skin and to rubber or leather gloves.  It shall not stain clothing nor, when dried on 
clothing, leave any residue that may appear offensive to personnel.  It shall be easily cleaned from 
clothing with soap and water.  It shall be non-flammable and non-combustible. 

5. Markings:  Each container shall bear the manufacturer's brand name. 

6. Reference Standards:  ICEA  T-25-425; NEMA  WC 5; WC 7; ASTM  D 1693; latest revisions. 

7. Approved Manufacturers 

 

Stock  
Number 

Stock  
Unit Description and Packaging 

Approved Manufacturers 
Ideal  
Aqua- 
Gel II 

Polywater  
J 

PT 
Technologies 
HD 

726223 BG plastic bags designed for 3˝ and  
larger conduit; 64 oz. each. 

31-377 J-55 61110 

726225 GL plastic 1 gallon buckets. 31-371 J-128 61101 

726226 GL pourable version, plastic 1 gallon jugs 31-421 PJ-128 61601 

726227 PL pourable version, plastic 5 gallon pails 31-425 PJ-640 61100 
 
 


