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PLYWOOD GRADING INFORMATION 
 

PLYWOOD - Plywood veneers are graded as follows: 
(See Commercial Standard CS 45 for complete description of grades.) 

GRADE N - Intended for natural finish.  Shall be smoothly cut 100 percent heart wood, free from knots, knot holes, pitch 
pockets, open splits, other open defects and stain. 

GRADE A - Suitable for painting.  Shall be firm, smoothly cut and free from knots, pitch pockets, open splits, and other 
open defects. Permits total of 18 repair patches neatly made parallel to the grain. 

GRADE B - Shall be solid and free from open defects.  Permits slightly rough but not torn grain, minor sanding and 
patching defects, including sander skips not exceeding 5 percent of panel area.  Permits sound knots up to 1 inch. 

GRADE C - Permits sanding defects that will not impair the strength and serviceability of the panel.  Tight knots 1-1/2” in 
diameter.  Permits, knotholes, pitch pockets, splits, borer holes if neatly repaired. 

GRADE D - (May be used only in interior type panels.)  Permits any number of plugs,patches, shims, worm or borer 
holes, sanding defects, etc., that do not seriously impair the strength and serviceability of the panel.  Allows open 
knotholes and splits. 

OVERLAYS - Overlaid plywood is Douglas fir plywood to which has been added resin, impregnated fiber faces on both 
sides. 

PLYWOOD CONSTRUCTION AVAILABLE 
The following tables indicate grades and types of plywood available.  City Light stocks grades as indicated.  Other grades 
should be specified and purchased on special order. 

TABLE 1.  INTERIOR TYPE GRADES - MINIMUM QUALITY VENEERS 

Grade Face Back Inner Plies Additional Limitations Stock Special Order 

N-N,Int.(Natural Finish Two Sides) N N C Sanded 2 sides  X 

N-A Int.(Natural Finish) N A C Sanded 2 sides  X 

N-D Int.(Natural Finish One Side) N D D Sanded 2 sides  X 

A-A, Int. A A D Sanded 2 sides  X 

A-B, Int. A B D Sanded 2 sides  X 

A-D, Int. A D D Sanded 2 sides  X 

B-B,Int.(Concrete Form, Int.) B B C  

(All Inner 

Piles) 

Edge-sealed and, unless 

otherwise specified mill-oiled. 

Sanded 2 sides 

 X 

B-B, Int. B B D Sanded 2 sides  X 

B-D, Int. B D D Sanded 2 sides  X 

Int. Underlayment C (Plugged) D C & D Sanded 2 sides or  touch- 

sanded. 

 X 

C-D (Plugged), Int. C (Plugged) D D Unsanded or touch- sanded  X 

C-D Int. (Sheathing, Int) 

with Exterior Glue, “CDX”. 

C D D Unsanded grade X  

C-D, Int (Sheathing, Int) D D D Unsanded grade  X 

TABLE 2. EXTERIOR TYPE GRADES - MINIMUM QUALITY OF VENEERS 

Grade Face Back Inner Plies Additional Limitations Stock Special Order 

Marine, Ext. -- -- ---              --------  X 

A-A, Ext A A C Sanded 2 sides.  X 

A-B, Ext. A B C Sanded 2 sides  X 

A-C, Ext. A C C Sanded 2 sides  X 

B-B Ext. (Concrete 

Form, Ext.) 

B B C Edge-sealed and unless otherwise 

specified, mill-oiled. Sanded 2 sides. 

X  

B-C, Ext. B C C Sanded 2 sides  X 

C-C, Ext.(Plugged) C (Plugged) C C Sanded 2 sides or touch sanded  X 

C-C,Ext.(Sheathing,Ext) C C C Unsanded grade  X 
 


