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QUARTERLY REPORT
The Denny Substation Project involves the 

design and construction of a new substation, a 

transmission line to feed the substation, and a 

network distribution system.  It will be Seattle 

City Light’s first new substation investment in 

nearly 30 years. 

This report summarizes the progress made on 

key project elements during the first quarter of 

2014. The activities covered include progress 

made on substation design, environmental 

review, art, and public involvement.

INSIDE
SUBSTATION DESIGN - ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW - ART - PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Renderings courtesy of NBBJ

An aerial view of the proposed substation with Denny Way in the foreground and Minor Ave N on the left.
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DESIGN OF A SUBSTATION ALTERNATIVE
With the 30% design milestone for Substation Alternative 3 
(SA3) met in late 2013, the design team focused on moving 
towards 60% design of this option. During this quarter the 
team decided to remove a roof or other structural screening 
from consideration. This decision was made for a number of 
reasons including operational and safety concerns, and cost. 
To address community concerns about residential views of 
industrial equipment, the team conducted a visual analysis that 
documented the views that neighboring buildings will have 
of the substation yard. The team also developed concepts for 
screening the substation equipment with graphic wrapping, 
creative lighting, and projected images. These concepts are 
currently being refined.

Progress was also made on the site plan and refining the public 
benefits that are part of the requirements related to vacating 
Pontius Avenue. These elements include open space and an 
off-leash dog area along Minor Avenue, an elevated interpretive 
walkway around the substation, a pedestrian “through block” 
connector, a food truck parking zone on John Street, and 
improvements to the alley between the substation and the 

Colwell Building.

The open greenspace acts 
as an “informal plaza” for the 
public and includes an off-
leash dog park.

A 1/4 mile elevated interpretive 
walkway around the substation 
includes educational viewing 
portals, landscaping and up 
close views of the “switchwall.”

The outside of the building 
includes a mix of solid and 
translucent panels to give 
visual interest and reveal 
the inner workings of the 
substation. 

Denny Substation Project

*All renderings courtesy of NBBJ
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SUBSTATION ART
Seattle City Light partners with the Seattle Office of Arts & 
Culture to integrate art into the project and achieved two 
milestones in  the first quarter of 2014. The first was the 
kick-off of the temporary arts program that will occupy the 
site until construction begins in 2015. This program, called 
ALL RISE, unveiled its first work with an installation and 
poem by local artist Arne Pihl. The second was the Seattle 
Arts Commission’s endorsement of the design concepts for 
the permanent artwork for the substation. Two  artworks, 
one by Seattle artists Annie Han and Daniel Mihalyo of Lead 
Pencil Studio and one by California artist Ned Kahn, will be 
integrated with the substation’s design. 

Lead Pencil Studio’s work, called “Transforest,” includes 
three sculptures that communicate the natural beauty of 
the Pacific Northwest and the history of power generation 
and transmission that will be located on the western 
portion of the site. Kahn’s work, titled “Switchwall,” will be 
integrated into the skin of the substation at its southeast 
corner. It will consist of a series of switches that move 
when the wind blows and turn on different colored lights, 
creating a moving pattern that changes with shifting wind 
currents.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
Seattle City Light is conducting an environmental 
analysis of the Denny Substation Project in compliance 
with the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), and 
the first step in this process, known as scoping, was 
completed in late 2012. City Light spent the majority 
of 2013 and early 2014 preparing the second element 
of SEPA compliance, the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS). This work culminated with the release 
of the DEIS on March 27th, 2014. Along with the release 
of the DEIS, City Light announced a 30-day comment 
period (from March 27th to April 26th) and a public 
hearing on April 16th.

Courtesy of Lead Pencil Studio

TRANSFOREST SWTICHWALL

Courtesy of Ned Kahn
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Public involvement continued to play an important role in early 
2014. Highlights of the public process during the first quarter of 
2014 included a design open house and the third in a series of 
Community Forum meetings. The design open house provided 
a sneak preview of the updated site and open space plan that 
was presented to the Seattle Design Commission in April. The 
Forum, whose purpose is to inform and engage social service 
providers and representatives from organizations that include 

low-income housing, neighborhood and business groups, 
provided stakeholders an early opportunity to review and ask 
questions about key elements of the Draft EIS. Other activities 
included briefings to organizations along the proposed 
transmission line. The project website continues to be the most 
visited project page on City Light’s website.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT HIGHLIGHTS:
• Representatives of over 20 organizations attended the third forum

• 70 people attended the design open house

• Denny Substation project web page is the most visited project website 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:  

www.seattle.gov/light/dennysub  

SEND US AN EMAIL:   

SCL_dennysub@seattle.gov

CALL OUR HOTLINE:  

(206) 257-2142

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK: 

www.facebook.com/dennysubstationproject

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: 

@dennysubstation

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM: 

@dennysubstation


