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Powering Seattle through the 21st century

Working with City Light was a great experience. The public
meetings turned into a real collaboration…. Their
commitment to listening and adjusting plans to make this
project meet community goals is a perfect example of the
city working well. Congrats to the Denny Substation
Project that millions of folks will enjoy for years!
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— Denny Substation Project stakeholder

T

he community played a

crucial role in the design
process. Over two years, City
Light met with over 30 community
groups and organizations and held
public meetings to share
information and listen to concerns
and ideas about the substation’s
design. Several of the public
benefits, including the off-leash
area, additional lighting, viewing
portals and community spaces, are
a direct result of what we heard
from the neighborhood. These
elements reflect the community’s
desire for the substation to be a
hub of activity, to have a diverse
façade, and to positively impact
our growing city.

A

fter selecting South Lake Union and

Denny Triangle for our first new substation
in 30 years, Seattle City Light seized the
opportunity to break the mold of the typical
substation design.
Committed to creating a substation that would
fit with and benefit its surroundings, we worked
to understand the existing characteristics and
community priorities of these dense urban
neighborhoods. We took note of goals outlined
in neighborhood plans such as efforts to create
public parks and open spaces, and to uphold
the community character.

STAY CONNECTED!
VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
www.seattle.gov/light/dennysub

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK:
www.facebook.com/dennysubstationproject

SEND US AN EMAIL:
SCL_dennysub@seattle.gov

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER:
@dennysubstation

CALL OUR HOTLINE:
(206) 257-2142

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM:
@dennysubstation

An extensive community involvement effort
resulted in an electrical substation that is

Inside

Project Benefits
Ensure reliable power
Meet current and future electrical needs
Support economic growth
Provide system flexibility

aesthetically appealing and brings significant
amenities to the neighborhood.
With the final design approved and
construction on the horizon, we can proudly
say that the Denny Substation will not only
serve our customers’ energy needs but also
further neighborhood goals.

Design | Public Benefits | Art

THE FINAL DESIGN

PUBLIC BENEFITS AND ART

Final Design: Further design refinements decreased the

OFF-LEASH AREA

size of the facility at the pedestrian level and created more
amenities and opportunities for public benefits. The final
design was unanimously approved by Seattle City Council.
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This one-of-a-kind substation will provide reliable power,
support economic growth and create engaging public space.
The team took seriously its responsibility to provide public
benefits that go beyond the substation’s aesthetic exterior.
The benefits that were ultimately incorporated reflect feedback
from the community that was collected via numerous outreach
methods. Such long-term amenities include:
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The phrase “not your typical substation”
has guided the design process from the
beginning. Three design concepts were
developed and shared widely through
public meetings and community briefings.
The final design emerged as the concept
that best balanced the utility’s operational
requirements with the neighborhood’s
vision of embracing growth in a
sustainable way.
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Early Design: The initial concept for the substation
was a more traditional structure with vertical façades and
limited opportunities for interaction with the neighborhood.
ELEVATED WALKWAY WITH SWITCHWALL
TRANSFOREST
SCULPTURE

N
DE

Off-leash area
Open spaces
Viewing portals into the substation
Energy Inspiration Center
Community event space
A quarter-mile, fully accessible, elevated
pedestrian walkway with gentle slopes
that allow for a distinct view of Denny
Way and the cityscape beyond
Part of what makes the Denny Substation
design unique is the art that will be displayed
around the facility. Artists worked closely with
the design team to create compelling art that
is integrated into the substation design.
The “Transforest” sculpture communicates
the natural beauty of the Pacific Northwest
and the history of power generation and
transmission.
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The “Switchwall,” which is integrated into the
exterior of the substation, consists of a series
of switches that activate colored lights when
the wind blows, creating a moving pattern,
which changes with shifting wind currents.

Design Refinement: As the design progressed, the edges
of the walls were pulled in to reduce the structure’s mass and
angled to create adjacent space open to light and air.

GETTING TO TODAY
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