
 
Refrigerator Replacement Rebate Program 

 
 

Recycling Your Old Unit 
 

In order to receive the $50 Seattle City Light Refrigerator Replacement rebate, you must: 
 
1. Purchase a new ENERGY STAR qualified refrigerator that meets the program requirements, 

[http://www.seattle.gov/light/conserve/resident/appliances/refrigerators] AND; 
 
2. Provide documentation that the replaced unit has been taken out of service and recycled in 

accordance with Washington State disposal laws. 
 
Acceptable documentation: 
1. Many retailers provide recycling haul-away services free of charge or a minimal fee upon 

delivery of the new unit. The retail sales receipt will indicate that the old refrigerator will be 
picked up and the delivery driver will provide a second receipt showing pickup of the 
replaced unit. Both receipts will need to be included with the rebate application.  

2. If your local retailer does not provide this service, visit http://1800recycle.wa.gov for a list of 
recycling providers. Look for a facility that takes “Appliances” and “CFCs”.  Make sure you 
get a receipt from the recycler when you drop off the unit or it’s picked up. 

3. For the few instances that a receipt cannot be acquired, signature on the rebate form from a 
representative of the haul-away company or the drop-off site will be required in place of the 
receipt. In all cases, please be sure to request a receipt from these resources to include with 
your application. Documentation may include a receipt for haul away from the retailer, 
curbside pickup resource or a local drop-site. 

 
Please note, Seattle City Light offers a separate $30 rebate 
[http://www.seattle.gov/light/conserve/resident/appliances/fridgerecycling] for recycling a 
secondary refrigerator or freezer such as those located in a garage or basement.  The $30 
rebate may not be used in conjunction with the Refrigerator Replacement rebate of $50. 
 
Please call our Energy Advisors at 206-684-3800 if you have any questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://1800recycle.wa.gov/


Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 

Q:  Which new refrigerators qualify for the rebate? 
A:  You must purchase an ENERGY STAR refrigerator with a capacity of 9 cubic feet or greater 
that will be your primary refrigerator.  Smaller units such as those for a dorm room or small 
space do not qualify.  Click here for a list of qualified models. 
 
Q: Why must I recycle my replaced refrigerator in order to get the rebate? 
A:  This program is designed to help homeowners upgrade to more efficient models while 
ensuring that the old in-efficient unit is taken off the grid and disposed of in an environmentally 
way. If you move the fridge to your garage or basement to keep it as a second fridge, or give it 
to a friend or charity, then you would not qualify for the rebate. 
 
 
Q:  I want to keep my replaced refrigerator and use it in my basement or garage.  Can I still get 
the rebate since I purchased a new refrigerator?  
A:  No, you must fulfill both the purchase of a new ENERGY STAR qualified refrigerator AND 
recycle the replaced unit in order to be eligible for the rebate.  Fulfilling only one of the 
requirements is not sufficient.   
 
Q:  What is the difference between the $50 Refrigerator Replacement rebate and the $30 
Refrigerator/Freezer Recycling rebate? 
A:  The $50 Refrigerator Replacement rebate program is designed to help customers upgrade 
their existing primary refrigerator to a more energy-efficient model, while ensuring the old unit is 
taken off the grid.  The $30 Refrigerator/Freezer Recycling rebate (link to program page) is 
designed to target secondary refrigerators or freezers that are typically located in the basement 
or garage.  
 
Q:  Is the Refrigerator Replacement rebate available for new construction? 
A:  No.  The program is restricted to replacement of existing appliances.   
 
Q:  I have an old residential style refrigerator in my small business.  I would like to upgrade to an 
ENERGY STAR model.  Are small businesses eligible to participate? 
A:  Yes, businesses (including multi-family complexes) are encouraged to participate in the 
Refrigerator Replacement program as long as the existing refrigerator is a residential style 
refrigerator.  If your business is in need of a commercial grade refrigerator replacement, you 
may be eligible for a commercial rebate.  For more information visit (need cool rebates link). 
 

 
 


