
INNOVATIVE PILOT PROJECT SEEKS TO GROW A 
FOREST MORE RESILIENT TO CLIMATE CHANGE
An innovative pilot project will replant portions of logged land now 
owned by Seattle City Light to grow a new forest that could be more 
resilient to climate change.

Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust and its partners — City Light, 
Seattle Public Utilities and the Northwest Natural Resource Group — 
received a $140,000 grant to reforest portions of the Stossel Creek 
area in the Tolt watershed northeast of Carnation.

The grant money is being provided by the Wildlife Conservation 
Society through its Climate Adaptation Fund, a program supported 
and established by a grant from the Doris Duke Charitable 
Foundation. “Stossel Creek presents a unique opportunity to test 
innovative, new habitat restoration methods designed to increase 
resiliency to climate change for Western Washington forests” said 
Jon Hoekstra, Executive Director of the Greenway Trust.

Trees on the 154-acre site were harvested by a private land 
company in 2012. Since then, the site has experienced new plant 
growth, but with few trees. Invasive species have taken hold in 
some areas. City Light purchased the land in 2015 as part of its 
Endangered Species Act Early Action Plan to conserve and enhance 
habitat for steelhead.

Crews and volunteers will reforest the site with native conifer 
species, such as Douglas fir and Western redcedar. Instead of using 
only subvarieties that are native to Washington, this project also 
will include trees sourced from southwestern Oregon that are better 
adapted to warmer temperatures and drier summers.

“The climate of the Stossel Creek area is projected to be similar to 
southwest Oregon’s by the end of the 21st century,” explains Crystal 
Raymond, a climate adaptation specialist who helped secure the 
grant while she worked for City Light. “Therefore, the trees adapted 
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to southwestern Oregon are expected 
to be better suited to the Stossel Creek 
site as the climate warms. By increasing 
the tree genetic and species diversity, 
the site’s resiliency to climate change will 
increase over time.”

“Stossel Creek presents a 
unique opportunity to test 
innovative, new habitat 
restoration methods 
designed to increase 
resiliency to climate change 
for Western Washington 
forests.”
-Jon Hoekstra,
Executive Director of the Greenway Trust
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A volunteer from Mountains to Sound Greenway 
Trust clearing invasive brush.
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BE THE FIRST TO KNOW
GET ALERT SEATTLE
From severe weather to 
major traffic disruptions, 
to other emergencies, 
it’s important to stay 
informed.

If you live or work in Seattle, receive free 
official notifications to keep you aware of 
potential or current emergencies. 
Sign up at Alert.Seattle.gov.

Seattle City Light crews are in these 
neighborhoods, working to provide 
reliable service:

• Arroyo/South Arbor Heights: 
Installing underground conduits, 
vaults and streetlights to replace 
aging infrastructure; 

• Pioneer Square: Increasing 
electrical reliability and supporting 
alley restoration by replacing old, 
damaged underground conduits;

• South Lake Union: Installing vaults 
and conduits to connect customers 
with Denny Substation underground 
infrastructure.

This is a partial list. For details go to
seattle.gov/light/atwork to access 
our map and learn about individual 
projects. 

Seattle City Light 
700 Fifth Avenue 
PO Box 34023 
Seattle, WA 98124-4023 
seattle.gov/light

Questions, comments or suggestions? Call (206) 684-3000. 
Editor: Nathan MacDonald, nathan.macdonald@seattle.gov 

Newsletter available in Spanish, Vietnamese, Chinese, Somali, 
Tagalog and Korean online or call (206) 684-3000.

SAFETY TIP FROM THE FIELD 

“When a metallic mylar balloon touches a 
power line or electrical equipment, it can 
cause a surge of electricity which leads to a 
power outage and might even ignite a fire. 
If you are celebrating an occasion with a 
metallic mylar balloon, remember to keep it 
safely tethered and dispose of it properly.”

-James Alexander,
Overhead Crew Chief

BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR SCAMS 
City Light will never call demanding immediate 
payment over the phone. If you are contacted by 
someone threatening to shut off your service if 
you don’t pay immediately, end the conversation 
right away. Call us at (206) 684-3000 or visit 
seattle.gov/light/endscams to report the scam 
attempt.

GREEN UP! 
Make an impact by contributing to a greener, more resilient energy future 
by joining the City Light Green Up program. Simply add $3, $6 or $12 to 
your bill per month. Learn more by visiting seattle.gov/light/greenup or 
call (206) 684-3800.

TAKE OUR SURVEY!

Help us improve your Light Reading experience by 
participating in our brief survey. Your responses will 
help shape the stories and tips we add to future newsletters.

You will also have a chance to win a City Light thank you pack! 
Go to surveymonkey.com/r/LightReading to get started.

Work to control invasive plant species and site preparation at Stossel 
Creek will begin this spring and planting new trees will begin in the 
fall. After planting, the team will have several opportunities to monitor 
success and share lessons learned from the project.

This pilot project will inform future climate-adapted restoration practices 
for lands owned by City Light, Seattle Public Utilities and other owners in 
the region. The long-term goal of the reforestation effort is to establish a 
diverse forest that will be adapted to the climate of the mid to late 21st 
century.

(Continued from previous page.)
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Water heaters use the 2nd most amount of 
energy in homes.

A heat pump water heater is the 
most efficient electric water 
heater available, and it:

• uses up to 60% less energy;

• can save an average of $3,000 
over the life of the water heater;

• can pay for itself in three years; the up-front 
investment is covered in energy savings;

• gives you control; the digital control allows 
you to set it to vacation or high-demand 
modes;

• heats just like a standard water heater, 
meeting the hot water needs of your home;

• plus, Seattle City Light has a $500 rebate.

Get a $500 rebate, learn more at:
seattle.gov/light/waterheater

Consider an Energy 
Efficient Water Heater

http://www.seattle.gov/light/waterheater


Heats Water

Built To Last

High Quality

Uses Up To 60% 
Less Energy

HEAT PUMP
WATER HEATER

Heats Water

Built To Last

High Quality

Uses Up To 60% 
Less Energy

STANDARD ELECTRIC
WATER HEATER

Just because they look the same
doesn’t mean they work the same.
That’s because heat pump water heaters work 
much more efficiently than their standard electric 
counterparts. And that means you can save up to 
60% on your monthly electric water heating costs 
for years to come.

Get a $500 rebate, learn more at:
seattle.gov/light/waterheater

http://www.seattle.gov/light/waterheater



