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1 Qetecher 2, 2013
2 -obo-
3
4 HEARINC OWFICES: Teesting, all righkt. I'we got it in
5 camera here.
3
6 Okay. Let's see if we can get started again. We have i
7 this place until nine o'clock, sc we have abcut an hour and
B five or six minutea. Currently we have six people signed g
9 up. if, after you hear cther pecple making comments and we
10 have time left over, you certainly can. We'll go -- we'll
11 do these zix and then I will coffer it tc anybody else who
12 still weculd like to make a comment, maybe based on what they [
13 heard.
j14 And then, again, also, there's the cppertunity to nmake '
15 written commen:ts submitted con the web page on Qcicher -- by f
16 Octoper 18th, i
17 gc just to go through a few things as the hearing ;
18 officer. This hearing is being conducted on the request of
19 the Seattle City Ccuncil. It is also to meet public meeting
20 requirements of Washington State law. AT this stage of the ;
2 meeting, we are nhere to listen and record your comments. We
22 are not here to answer any guestions or engage in any sort
23 of debate. We are jus:t here to e an open forum for you to
24 make comments of any kind related to the disposition of
25 gurplus property that Seattle City Light owns; namely the
rReed Jackscn Watkins 206.624.30355
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1 sives menticned in tenioht s presentaticn.
2 As Dave mentioned, we are alsc taking written comments,
3 If you feel uncemicortable about gpeaking in public or not
4 exactly sure of what you would like to say this evening, we
5 are accepting these written cemments. The website was
3 ligted ‘n the presentation and iz printed at the bottom of
? the agenda.
a The deadline for submission to the web page is October
S 18th. 1f you signed in, you will receive a copy of the
10 repcrt that is being submitted to C.ty Council once we're
il done.
2 S0 with that, JT'll copen the floor., And because we don'c
13 have an actual recorder here, we're actually taking the
14 taped transcript and the video and then we'.] get that into
15 a written forwm. 8o that's why I'm using th'e mizrcphore
16 here, And cecause the camera is here, when 1 call your name
17 to come up, I['d ask that you come up here and face the £
18 camera and uee The microphone. And Lhen yeu'll have -- IL
19 loocks like we have plenty of time fer the six people to make
290 their comments. g
21 We ask that we don't use the whole hour on the commenzs.
22 I'2 like to keer it somewhat ghort and Lo the peint, but we
23 have time, so I also want Lo make gure you get your polnts
24 that ycu need to get across.
25 S0 the first person on our list ie Robert, and then Rob
Reed Jackson watkins 206.624 3005
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1 Greenlee is on deck. So, Ropert Femianc, and here's your

2 camera Iere,

3 ROBERT FEMIANO: Thank you. My name is Robert Femiano,

4 and I live down in the Fauntlergy area, and ny concerns or

5 my comments revolve around the dispositior of the property

6 and what ¢ould happen zfter the property h&s been scld, and

7 tre concerns of the neighbors that zave come up recently

8 about the overdevelopment, the over-building that has been

g occurring in Seattle, whether it's the apodmente or whether
10 it's using the old plals, the histeric plals to be able Lo
11 subdiv:de land and create more housing on what was a

12 single-family lot and so forth.

13 50 my concern 1B not from the taxpayers' side, but from
14 the citizens' side, and I would like to see thie addressed,
15 perhacs, through the use el covenants on the property. 8o
16 if the C_ty Council could zell these propertics with a

17 covenant that prohizits lot boundary adjustments or

1e prohibits rezeoning adjustments, that I think would go a long

|19 ways towards appeasing the neighborhood citizens as to what

2¢ the real intent of these properties would be =z¢ that we're
21 not surprised with an apartment that has come up because
22 it's close tTe an L-1 and got a rezening and suddenly became
23 a low-rige agartment in a single-Zamily neighborheod and so
24 fortn.
25 S0 I'd _ike to see the City Council soxt of address this
Reed Cackscn Wathkins 206.624.3005
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issue and put the citizens at ease as they cecntinue to sell
surpius properties, if they wculd just let the neighbors
know that thisg cannot be redeveloped in some [rightening,
unimaginable, out-cf-character-with-the-neighborhood tyce of
building, so0 T'd like to =see that addressed.

nd one way to look at it is to think cack when the City
purchased -- or eminent domain or whatewver -- the property.
There probably was just a single house Lhat was taken, so
why not replace it with a single house, so I'm horing the
City Counc:l can find a way to address this issue so that
the runaway deve ocpment doesn't come into each neighborhocd.
And as you continue thiag process of trying to sell iL,
you're not rumning inLo Lhe exact gams, everybody coming up
gaying, hey, hey, I don't wantL an apartment -n our
girgle- farily neighborhood.

S50 I'm hoping the City Council <¢an address Lhal, maybe
through covenants or maybe they have some other clever way
of ensuring the nsighhors Lhal Lheir neighberhood will not
be Laken out of character with three houses put in a sa"ngle
plol and so forth,

So thank you for your time.

HEARING CFFICER: Thank you, Robert . 4

Next up we have Rob Greenlea, and Lhen Anre is on deck.

ROB GREENLEE: Helle. My name is Rob Greenlee and T live

in the Highland Park area, 7939 Filth ARvenue SoulhweslL. B2and

keed Jackson Watkins
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1 T just want to get up and talk about the Dumar property
2 specifically. Iu's a very busy intersecLicn and my wife and
3 I rnave been locking at this property and we have been
4 thinking a lot about tryirg te maybe build an urban
5 cemmercial farm on that property that has likxe maybe a
6 little retail storefront “hat actually is an educational
7 facility for teaching youth and students about now To grow
a food in like -- you know, like a food desert type of
3 situation.
10 S0 the property would have a greenhouse on it, but the
1z greenhouse would look like a regular building, but it would
12 have a -+ not an open top but like a olear rocf, so the
13 sunlight coula come tarough. 8¢ that's the concepr, and to
4 have like a little retail steorefront and some education on
15 the property itself, so that's what my idea is for that
16 particular property.
17 I don't believe it would generate a lot of traffic., I
18 know it's a very busy intersection, but it would be,
19 possibly, a real example cf, you know, like an urban tarm to
20 crow produce locally in our communities.
21 S50 thark you.
22 HEARING COF¥LCER: Thank you, Rob.
23 Anne, and then on deck is Pete Spalding.
24 ANNE BwWaLT: I have twce points T'd like to mazke. And the
25 first point speaks to the process of the propsrties thas
®eed Jackgon Walxine 206.624.32005
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yvou're disposing of. iAnd my request is to slow down the
aelling of the property so that community entities such asg
curselves can secure the funding and the teamwork that we
want ta put together in crder to turn some of these
propertlies into green gpacea. The [ocus 15 green space.
Once you lese iL, it's ¢gene forever. So we woula just like
gome time Lo do our due diligerce and our level of effort
that we car Lo security the funding to transfier some of
these properties at the fair and full valuc to a green
space. So the flrst is Lhe green space.

The second peint I want to talk abeut is the nature of
Lhe neighoorhood. T live two blocks from the Dakcta Street
property, and my concern is that, from my vantage point, the
City of Zeattle has logt the trust of the people with regard
to variances and property develcpment because we have 5Seen
some truly unbelievable subdividing of properties that make
abeclutely no sense and resulting ir horrific structures and
rez.ly chancing the nature of the neighborhcood.

And sc I would like that, if the prorerties are sold,
that tefore the City authorizes any variance to the lines to
change the nature, that the neighbors get to approve or
disapprove that variance, rather than the City, so that
those of us whe live within the area are the ones who decide
whether we want three or four houses on this small lot or

just one.
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S0 those are my two points, Thunk you.

HEARTNG CFFTCER: Thank you, Anne.

Pete Spalding is up, and we nave Jewel on deck.

FETE SPALDING: My name is Pete Spalding. 7 live in thke
Pigeon Peinl neighborheced, which is at the north end of
Delridge. And one of the peints that I'd like to make is T
would like to know how these properties were acquired and
whnere the funding came from for these properzies te be
acquired, because we have, as a community, have [oucght with
the City over Lie vears when they have tried to sell other
surplas property Lo only come and find cur that the City
could net de what they wanted to do with the funds after
they so0ld it because of where the Zunding came from ce
purchase these propertiesa in the [irst place. And 50 we
really need tco know that.

Secondly, I would caution the City to be careful about
selling public ascets for a one-time fimancial @ain. You
¥now, these properties are to the City -- toe City Light are
gurplus properties. To those of us that live in the
neighbornoods, this is part of our neighborhood, this is
rvart of our community. 1It's part of the fabric of whal we
live with every day. And to have someone come in, you Xnow,
with much short notice that could drastically change the
fabric of our neighborhcods, we need to be very careful

about thalL.

=
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1 And, also, curing this whole process, you <ncw, we keep
2 nearing that these are surplus preperblies thal beleng to
3 Seattle City Light. Ycu xncw, I would like to remind
4 Seatt.e City Lignht and the Seattle City Counc:l that these
5 preperties belong te Lhe citizens of the city of Seattle.
£ we are the ratepayere. We are the owners of these
T properziesg. Seattle City Light deoegn't own these
B properties. The City doesn't own these properties. The
9 ciLizens of Secattle owr Lhasge properties. Therefore, we b
L 10 ghould have a big say in wha. happens to Lhege properties in
11 our nelghborhcods.
12 And, you know, cne of the underlying things that we
13 centinue to hear at all of these hZearings is, is that cne of :
14 che reasons Bruce larrel. and other City Council memcers are i
15 encouraging the Seattle City Light to look at the disposal !
15 of these properties is to help the ratepayers out. |
7 I don't really see how this is helping the ratepaysrs [
18 out. This is a one-time influx of money. It does nothing
19 o stabilize the finarnces of Seattle City Light going
20 forward, as this lady right here -- 1 don't remember her g
22 name -- you knew, talked about earlier, was that one of the :
22 reagona hat Seattle CiLy Light -g In the predicament Lhat
23 they're in is because of natural gyas prices.
24 S50, you know, gc just dolng Lthis one-time t_hing Lo raise
25 money does nething te stabilize the finances at Seattle Coty
Reed Jackson Watkins 206.624,2005
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1 Lignat., so we should ze looking for a more long-term sclution

2 to stabilizing the rates rather than locking at a one-time

3 influx of meney, because we alsc have been told that maybe

4 the prepercies have heen cffered to —he Parks Tepartment.

5 The Parks Department comes back and says, "We have no

3 money. "

7 Lel."a reremzer, they bave no money today. You know, if

8 the Legacy vrojects that's going on abt parks right nmow, for

9 example, wnere they're locking at other funding sources,

10 wnether it be a Metrcpolitan Parks District that comes up

21 with, you know, &n congoing scurce c funding. ‘There could

12 be money ln other city departments dowr the read as the

13 economy continues toe impreve, that other city departments

14 night have a use for scme of these properties because then

15 tney have the funding awvailatmle. It's Just not available F
16 today. 1
17 So I thirk we need to just kind of put the brakes on and F
18 really chink about what's good for the long-term benefit of r
19 our neighborhocds.

20 Thank you.

21 HEARING OFFICER: Thank you, rPeie. 3
22 Next up 15 Jewel, and ther Mary is cn deck. ;
23 JEWEL VON KEMFF: Hi. 1'm Jewel. 1 liwve at 9269 - 44ch [
24 Avenue, and I came to this meeting tecnicht for the

25 Fauntleroy Substation. My neighborhood -- and 1 don't know r
Reed Jackson Watking 206.624.3005
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1 all my neighbors, buL Lhe neighbors T do would like Lo turn
2 that into a park space. We've speken about possibilities of
3 leasing the property, and I have emailed the Farks
4 Department, which I probakly zhouldn't have done bhecause
5 they don't own the property, but, you know, we, as a
6 neinghborhocd, have maintained Lhe space as much ag we can.
7 We don't own it, but we pull noxious weeds Irom it, we cut f
B hack the bushes when they overcrow the sidewalk. We pick up |
9 the trash when there's trash.
10 You know, ard I mean, the gate to that substation Zsn‘t
11 ever locked, so we kick out the kids when they're in there
12 drinking or whatever elge they do. 1 mean, we maintain that
13 space go we'd really like for it to be a spaze that we can
14 continue to use and maintain and get more of a use out of
15 it, you ¥ncw, Plant some trees, make it beneficial to cur
16 Pauntleroy watershed, Just some things that we'd really like
17 to do.
13 So we'd like the Council to entertain selling the
19 property or leasing the property Lo our neighborheod, and
20 we'l] keep it clean and healthy.
21 Thank you.
22 HERRING OFFICER: Thank you, Jewel,
23 Cur Jast on the list here is Mary.
24 MARY FLECK: “Tharks. I'm Mary Fleck and I'm with the
25 Cenesee Schmid: Neighborhood Council, and also on behalf of
Reed Jacksen Watkins 206.624.3005
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the WesT Searitle Green Spaces Ccaliticen.  We have prepared
petiticn to the City Council, and I invite you to join us.

And the petition asks for twe things.

It asks that the Council not sell arny property until the
communities can get together and f£ind the cptimal use that
penelite the community at large.

And second, Lhag Lthe City affirmatively work with
neighborhood groups to find the funaing necessary for the
cptimal community uses.

Cur public space is precicus and it is how we ident: fy

12

a

curselves. When we thirk of Seattle, we want to be the city

cf trees., It does not make sense to sell this property at
this time. The tTiming 18 off. Apd the timing ia off
secause right now some things are happening. The Seattle
Parks Legacy is developing a plan for what Sealtle is going
to leok like in the future.

aAnd one of its goals is to expand cur land holdings.
Well, how are they going to expand our land holdings if

we're selling off property? Now, tThe Parks Department has

gard, well, it's not in the gap., There's very little in the

gap except six- and seven-story condominiums. And that's

the problem. We're geing tc have to get creative in looking

and finding, where are we going to find the green space for
all of the people living ir Seattle, And Seattle's

ropulation 1s expected to grow by 20 percent by 2040.

Reed Cacksecn watkins
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1 So the Park's Legacy draft plan is going to help
2 determine what Seatile lookzs like in the future. 1Iu's
3 premature to be selling these properties when that Legacy
4 plan is just getting going.
5 But some of the things we learn frem that Tegacy plan are
& really -mgertant and have to e kept into account, such as
7 the value of our green gpaces, the money value of our green
| spaces. We Lhink that it's not doing anything, we're losing
] morey. Seattle City Tight has to cut the bushes. Actually,
10 our green spaces contribute a let of money to Seattle, and
11 Lhat's why we need tc maintain them.
12 ‘I'me Parxs Department tells us, the value, annual value of
13 medical care ccst savings due te Seattle's parks is
14 approximately $84 millicn a year. Can we alford Lo start
is giving away our asselLs Lhat are helping Lhe Zealth cf cur
15 citizens?
17 Also, whal aboul the neighbors who Zive nearby? Do ycu
18 realize that ycur property value is enhanced and inaereasecd
13 by having green spaces nearby, and this Increases Lax
20 revenue to the city, Seattle's own documents tell us, over
21 five years, $14.7 millicn ip property tax revenue 1§ due to
22 the fazt Lhat peop_e have increased bencllta because they
23 live next to green spaces, If we starl giving away our
24 green gpaces, the City wlill lose this tax revenue.
25 Also, the trees themselves ccntribute ao much Lo our
S e e
Reed Jackseon Watkins 206.£24,3005
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1 environment, and not just the trees in the canopy but all of
2 the understory. You know, Seattle wants Co plant a tree on
3 the sidewalk and a tree here, but we also need the
- understory. We need the dense growth, 4
5 And there are many things that that contributes to our L
6 city. Storm water runoff. Lowering encrgy bills by
7 decreasing sun exposure around buildings, Habitat for
B wildlife. Capturing/filtering air pollutants, and improving |
9 the well-being and health of cur neighbors.
12 So why do T say the timing is oLf? The timing is oll
11 because the commuinity has not had an opportunity to decide
12 what arc Lhe optimal uses of these properties, and I call
132 upon the Qity Council to assist the reighbors. The
14 rneighbors who -- nolL all of whe have spoken, to assist trem i
15 in finding the optimal uses. i
1le And I must ¢riticize the process so far because there has |
17 not been adeguate outreach o all ¢f the neighkors In our
18 comrunities. Delivering pestcards within 702 feet of the
13 property eliminates and omits many neighbors. Signs on the
20 properties that may nct te ssen pecause they face away lrom
21 traffie 1s not giving pecple adequate notice., And coming to
22 a few community meetings that have a handful of pecple at k
23 the reguest of these community meetincs is not adequate to i
24 give people notice, cecause these are our assets that the
25 City wants to give away, and Lhey should not be given away ;
Reed Jacksor Watking 206,624 ,.3005
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1 without proper netice.
Z Also, the timing is wrong. Kot only is the Parks levy
3 plan just starting, but the City itself is coming ap with a
4 new comprehensive plan for the entire city apout how -t i
3 wants to look in the year 2235. And I guarantee we do nol
6 want o look Like an urban jungle. We want to be in a
7 livable place.
3 Se I think that the City must work with us, not cnly to
5 actually find the optimal plarns, but to helr us find the
10 funding for these plans, because we can't have enough take
11 sales to raise the money for these properties. Yet, with
12 the City's help and with the help of the Department of
13 Neighborheods and with the help of King County, we can find ;
24 the money for these., i
13 And I must say that some creative plans exist and some of
6 them have been develcped already at the Citcy's request.
17 There have been studies locki=ng at urban farms on tThege
13 gubstations. The University of Washington did a study on
13 the uee of stbstations for urban agriculture. There have
20 been studies on using the substaticns with solar pav.]llons
21 g¢ that we can have pocket parks in the neighberhoods,
22 These all must be re-examined in light of the proposed
23 disposition cf these properties, so I ask the City Council
24 te be thoughtful because these are precicus resouraes.
25 'hank wcu.
Reed Jackson Watkins 206 .624.3005
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1 HEARING CFFICER: Thank you, Mary.

2 W2 have one mcre speaker. Deb, is that --

3 DEZ BARKER: Hi there. My name is Deb Sarker. ['ve jus:t

4 come from ancther meetLing and I wanted alas to atLend this

g ocne. %What 1 can tell vou is that the Southwest District

6 Ceouncil meezing that I wag ‘ust at, they voled unanimously

7 t¢ gign a _etter ecnoing things that Mary zas said, as a

;] SculLhwest Tistricet Council Member. You know what the giest

g of that is.

10 1L am the president of the Morgan Cemmunity Asscociation

11 and I also am a new member of the Seattle Landmarks Board.

12 I have twe peints, maybe three peoints that 1 just wantei to

13 bring to you, eckoing what Mary says about: Slow cown this

14 process., L am taken by the issue of the City's ownership of
15 land ané the dif<erent ways that it car be disposed of and

16 the different processes that go on.

17 I you're famil-ar with the process of z street wvacation

18 ¢r an alley vacaticn, when you have private -- excuse me,

19 wnen you have public lang that you and I own, and scmeone

23 wante that for theilr development or whatever, 1t goes

21 through & fairly rigorous process. And there's this

22 amazing, you know, lock at the public benefit, What does i
23 the public get sack for giving up that public land? i
24 That whole issue seeme to pe really missing from the

25 substation. What's the purlic bernefit? What's Lhe procegs®
Reec Jackson watkins 206.624.3005
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1 Why is there such a disparilLy in process between giving up
2 cr selling, if you will, right of way cr alley space, and a
3 eubstation? We're all the owners. Huge disparity in
4 process and public benelfit. 3o T just wanted Lo raise that
= issue,
& 1 do encourage this process to slow dewn and give due
7 notice, leL everybedy have the opportunity to commant, lsL s
8 everybody have Lhs opportunicy to think it trhrough. What do
9 wé wanlL with our substaticons? Do we want the develcpment?
¢ And, if that's Lhe case, then give that to trem. Scne
11 cowmunities may want that, And cthers may want or teesl that
12 they need other options. |
13 I would just also just like to throw in the plug that
13 gome of those cptions could, while i€ there's ¢open space, we
15 have zome nice examplesz of substations that have bsan made '
16 irte hligtorie landmarks. And cne ¢f Lthem on Daketa andg 4
a7 Cal:=fornia ig a lovely spzcs thal's now maintzined by the 1
18 Seattle Parks Deparcment &3 a space for all of us, :
19 5o thoas were opt:ons that came up when that space cou'd
20 have teen tern dowr ard turnea into whatscever. Take the
21 time, make sure all the opticne are evaluated, anc think g
22 about making the process consistent for all of our lands, ;
23 whether it's a right of way, whether -t's an alley, whether ;
24 it's a substaction, let's ke consistent.
25 Thank you sc much.
Reed Jackson Watkins 206.624,3005
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1l HEARING OFFICER: Trank you, Deb. L
2 Thnat is -- that firnishes off cour list, but we do have
3 time. T& there anybody elsge who would like to make a
4 comment that aidn't get a crhance to?
L (No audible answer)
€ HEARING OFFICER: Ckay. Then, thank you very much for
l 7 your time tonight. Don't forcet October 18th is our wr-tten
l a comment time frame. If you didn't sign in and you
2 definitely want to receive a copy of the rezort, please dec.
14 And thank you so much for your time tonight.
12 {Conclusion of recording.) i
12
13 ;
14
1%
1€
17 ]
ia
i2
20
21 1
22 |
23
24
25
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