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Study 4, Toxics Assessment: Evaluation of Contaminant Pathways 

Study No. 4, Toxics Assessment: Evaluation of Contaminant Pathways, is being conducted in 
support of the relicensing of the Boundary Hydroelectric Project (Project), Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) No. 2144.  In its Study Plan Determination letter dated 
March 15, 2007, FERC approved Seattle City Light’s (SCL) two-phased approach to assessment 
of toxics in the Project area.  In its subsequent Study Plan Determination letter, dated October 
25, 2007, FERC approved SCL’s proposed approach to the Phase 2 Toxic Sampling and 
Analysis Plan (SAP), including revisions to Section 2.4 of the SAP. 
 
The October 25, 2007 letter concluded that the SAP, including the revisions to Section 2.4, 
adequately addressed all toxics study needs at the time and thereby approved the plan.  The letter 
further stated, “Because the results of the Toxic Sampling Plan will not be available [to FERC] 
until August 15, 2008, and therefore will not be included in the initial study report that is due 
March 15, 2008, my subsequent review and determination on the need for additional toxics 
sampling will be issued by September 30, 2008, in accordance with the proposed schedule in 
figure 2.4-1a of the Toxic Sampling Plan.” 
 
Consistent with FERC’s determination, SCL has not included a Toxics Assessment: Evaluation 
of Contaminant Pathways report in this March 15, 2008 Initial Study Report (ISR) filing.  Rather 
the ISR report will be filed with FERC no later than August 15, 2008, along with SCL’s revised 
proposal for additional toxics sampling, as indicated in Figure 2.4-1a (figure number corresponds 
to that used in the Toxics SAP) (attached).  As shown in Figure 2.4-1a, relicensing participants 
(RPs) will receive a draft report and proposal for additional toxics sampling no later than July 1, 
2008, after which SCL will undertake a consultation process with RPs as outlined in the figure.
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Figure 2.4-1a. Consultation process for additional sampling under the Toxics SAP (figure number corresponds to that used in the 
Toxics SAP).  

JUNE 1, 2008 
1. Data from initial Phase 2 
sediment, water column, 
and pore water sampling 

JULY 1, 2008 
3. Submit SCL’s proposal for 
additional toxics sampling and 
explanatory rationale to 
Relicensing Participants 
• Could include any or all of 

the following: biota tissue, 
additional deep sediment or 
pore water, or water column 
sampling 2a. Toxics pathways 

models 

2b. Existing toxics criteria 
and thresholds 

2c. Data from other 
relicensing studies 
• Water quality 

constituents 
• pH/DO and macrophytes 
• Sediment transport 
• Erosion 
• Habitat modeling 
• Fish distribution and 

abundance 
• Productivity 

JULY 15, 2008 
4. Meeting with Relicensing 
Participants to discuss SCL’s 
sampling proposal 

JULY 31, 2008 
5. Written comments from 
Relicensing Participants on 
SCL’s sampling proposal 

AUGUST 15, 2008 
6. SCL’s revised proposal for 
additional toxics sampling filed 
with FERC 

AUGUST 31, 2008 / 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2008 

7. Relicensing Participants file 
comments with FERC on 
SCL’s revised proposal for 
additional toxics sampling / 
SCL responds to comments. 

8. FERC determination 
regarding SCL’s proposal for 
additional toxics sampling 

FALL 2008 
9. SCL begins additional toxics 
sampling 

2. The data and analytical 
tools identified in 2a – 2c 
will be applied to develop 
SCL’s additional toxics 
sampling proposal. 


