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Assistant city attorneys will
work out of SPD precincts
INSIDE THIS This month four assistant city attorneys will be deployed among Seat-
ISSUE: tleds five polithepCetiynstsespoasg
and increasingly complex neighborhood public safety and regulatory
issues.

City spurs im-

rovements to The precinct liaisons Melissa Chin (South/Southwest), Jana Jorgen-
provements to sen (North), Sumeer Singla (West) and Matt York (Eastjll pro-
Belltown apart- vide critical legal services on the issues of high importance to their
ments 8 Page 2 particular precincts. They also will be accountable for managing a
- number of regulatory provisions in a more effective and efficient man-
ner because they will better understand the dynamics in the individual
communities.

Dig a little

Al'tés an opportune time to | aunch
deeper into Liaison Program 2.0,0 said City At
Asi multaneously bringing closer to

SPDJ Page 3 -4 City Attorneyodos Office and Seattle

dress local problems and concerns. Relying on input from across Seat-

tle government, we have retained what worked and rethought the chal-

. . lenges ahead. Our selection process was inclusive and yielded excel-
Assistant city l ent candidates from whom webdve se
attorneys will ing attorneys. They represent a direct link to me and will be instru-

work out of mental in helping Seattle to move forward during the work ahead with

SPD precincts 3 t he Department of Justice. o

Pages 5 -6 The original Precinct Liaison Program was created in 1995 to give

direct and proactive legal advice to police officers and to act as a legal
resource for public safety problesolving efforts in the neighbor-
Events and hoods. The program has since fluctuated in size as grant funding has
e B come and gone and city budgets have tightened. Last fall the City
News Stories Council approved funding for four liaisons; all previously served un-
Page 7 der Holmes; Singla in the Civil Division and Chin, Jorgensen and

York in the Criminal Division.

*CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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City spurs improvements to Belltown apartments
By Jim Kenny, Assistant City Attorney

CAO and SPD (attorneys and pa sances that could not be addres The City and the owner entered a
lice) teamed up to produce the fiiin other ways. The law defines ¢ correction agreement in January
success in turning around a trou- chronic nuisance property as or 2011 for the owner to fix the prob-
bled building, the Franklin Apart- where certain crimes, druglated lems, including installing secured
ments in Belltown, by deploying activities or gang v
the Chronic Nuisance Property Crelated activities .
dinance passed by the City Cour occur three times
in November 2009. within a 6Gday
period or seven
The Franklin Apartments at Four times within a 12
Avenue and Bell Street had beer month period.
the source of many 911 police
calls in the past few years for as- West Precinct
saults and drugelated activity. ~ Community Po- /Sl
Police officers from the West Pre lice Team Officer £/
cinct regularly observed criminal Erik Warner =
activity in and around the apart- documented all o
ments. the public safety
problems at the Franklin, and th exterior doors and card security
One source of some of the prob- City declared the building a access points, and using written
lems was a decline in the entry/e chronic public nuisance in Octo- rental agreements.
security, including a main entry ber 2010. West Precinct Com-
door that did not lock. Police re- mander Capt. Joe Kessler and After the changes were made,
sponses increased in 2010, and Warner met with the owner of tt there were no 911 calls and no nui-
SPD decided to try out the new apartments to talk about the pra sance activity reports through De-
law. The Chronic Nuisance Prop lems. Fortunately, the owner ar cember 2011. Working together, a
erty Ordinance allows SPD to rei his family recognized the defi- problem property has been trans-
edy properties with chronic nui- ciencies and agreed to coopera formed into a responsible property.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

With 90 lawyers in ~ Sometimes we can theft and assault,
the Civil and Crimi- talk about it; some- CAO also defends
nal Divisions (and ti mes we ceverocity depart-

now back in the po- (attorneyclient ment that is sued,
lice precincts), privilege, you over issues ranging
something interest-  know). Besides from land use to em-

ing is always hap-  prosecuting misde- ployment to environ-
pening in the City meanors like domes- mental mitigation.
At t or ney 0 stic @dlehde,D¥l,
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Dig a little deeper into SPD

By Kimberly Mills, Communications Director

Behind the screaming headline
about a cop who killed himself
when caught in an undercover
drug sting and the viral video
of another who fatally shot a
Native American wood carver
carrying only his whittling

knife, there is another truth:

Most SPD officers are never
accused of excessive use of
force; they end their long ca-
reers without firing their
weapons, and even in trying
circumstances, they treat citi-
zens with respect.

Can these two disparate truths - _ _
coexist? Participants, staff at Jan. 14 Community Police Academy
Certainly. As the Justice Department said
cers are honorable law enforcement professionals who risk their physical safety alnelingefor
the public good.

AHowever, a pattern of excessive force ex
erly, and is caused by a number of system
efforts. o

Put succinctly, a few officers are tarnis

R
mentsaid al t hough that part of the message di d

What 6s a Seattle resident -timdependentokvitieoOanctheadf y

lines--i s t o part i c-dgy @imewunityrPoli&RAcademy a itsdeek counterpart.
The free program is open to anyone over 18 years old who passes a records check.
http://www.seattle.gov/police/programs/policeacademy/default.ntm
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The oneday version held Jan. 14 drew a classroom of people motivated by different reasons. JAbigail

Maxey attended out of interest in what her husband, our colleague Brian Maxey, deals with in

de-

fending police action cases for the Civil Division. | showed up because | wanted a different lefis on

the department; hardly anything is as black and white as whaegdwor hear in the media. Severgl

people signed up because they volunteer fbpr

cause they hope to become police officers. *CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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http://www.seattle.gov/police/programs/policeacademy/default.htm













