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     It is autumn and with the gathering in of the 
harvest, we also honor endings and acknowl-
edge the spirits of darkness.  October 31st, 
HalloweenðAll Hallowôs Eveðis an ancient 
holiday, first pagan, later Christian, now secu-
larðhonoring the spirits of the dead, who re-
turn in this season of early darkness.  In Span-
ish-speaking countries, the following day, No-
vember 1st, is ñEl Dia de los Muertos,ò the Day 
of the Dead, celebrated with little skeletons 
made of candy and papier-mâché images of 
skulls and goblins. 

     Our Hawthorne Hills is so civilized, so com-
fortable, so familiar and well-lit that ghosts 
should not feel welcome.  Nonetheless it has 
its areas of mystery.  There is the little wilder-
ness, a dense, leafy area with sandy paths, 
where 53rd Ave. NE abuts the Burke-Gilman 
Trail.   Neighbors say until 1967 there was a 
pony pasture at NE 60th St. and the then Bur-
lington-Northern railway tracks, with only one 
train daily.  Children waited for the train to flat-
ten the pennies they had left on the tracks.  
From 53rd Ave. NE one sees an abandoned 
little house (is it a dollôs house?) in the woods, 
and a mossy old car covered with leaves.  This 
area is said to be what is left of the old Palmer 
Estateðin which woods extended from 50th 
Ave. NE to 43rd Ave, and from NE 65th St. 
down to Pullman, platted a long time ago by a 
Dr. Palmer.  But who was Dr. Palmer?  Does 
the spirit of the original Dr. Palmer take the 
mossy old car out for a ghostly drive on All 
Hallowôs Eve?  Do the ghosts of little girls still 
play in the dollôs house? 

    The Holler interviewed former Presidents  
Pat Emerson and Barbara Sauntry to hear 
what they might know of our past.  President 
Emeritus Barbara Sauntry did not recall the 
Palmer Estate nor did she remember a Dr. 

Palmer, although her 
husband, Dr. Philip 
Sauntry, is and was a 
renowned internist, 
now retired.  Barbara 
was President for 
many years.  She 
showed The Holler the 

ñfamily roomò where the Trustees met in her 
basement, worried about the Muckleshoot 
Indiansô plan for commercial fishing at 
Magnuson Park.   At this time Hawthorne Hills 
restrictions and covenants were still in effect, 
later repealed because of the sixtiesô civil 
rights legislation.  But The Holler was inter-
ested in a ñrestrictionò on outdoor clotheslines!  
Those of us who love wind power to dry our 
laundry are relieved we are no longer breaking 
any laws. 

     Before Barbara, Demar Irvine, UW Music 
Department Chair, served as President.  He 
was known for his scholarly work on the 
French composer, Jules Massenet and on 
Anton von Webern.  He was a beloved figure 
who could remember his students no matter 
how many years had passed.   

     The Holler also caught up with intrepid 
President Emeritus Pat Emerson in the organic 
vegetable section of the Metropolitan Market.  
Pat had just returned from a trip to the Grand 
Canyon, Bryce Canyon, and Hellôs Gate Na-
tional Park, during which she slept out at night 
on an REI air mattress (she does not recom-
mend this!).   When Pat moved into the neigh-
borhood in 1964, Hawthorne Hills no longer 
had its own community council; it had been 
merged with View Ridge.  Mayor Wes Uhlman 
appointed her Director of the Seattle-King 
County Association of Community Councils, 
and Pat determined to reactive the Hawthorne 
Hillsô council, becoming its President 1970-
1971.   

     There are mysteries in our hills and stories 
still waiting to be told.  For instance, The Holler 
would love to learn more about the old Palmer 
Estate.   It welcomes any information from  
long-time residents who may wish to share 
their memories.     

 (© Gail Chiarello 2007.  No part of this article 
may be used or copied without permission of 

the author.) 
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Barbara & Dr. Philip Sauntry Christmas 2002   

(Photo courtesy of Barbara Sauntry) 

Left:  The 1991 Haw-

thorne Hills Community 

Club Directory ðthe last 

year it was published.  

(Courtesy of Barbara 

Sauntry who says she still 

refers to it!).   
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SPEAK OUT!!!  A Forum  
for Discussion of Issues of Interest  
 

Why We Need Newbies!   

     A volunteer organization cannot exist 

without ongoing new members bringing their 

enthusiasm, their fresh perspective, their 

energy to the group.  Hawthorne Hills Community Council is an 

organization comprised of 18 volunteer Trustees drawn from vari-

ous blocks within our community.   

     Each March new officers and trustees are elected at the An-

nual Meeting.  At the January Trustees meeting,  a Nominating 

Committee is appointed and charged with identifying possible new 

officers and Trustees for the coming year. 

     Would you like to serve as a Trustee of Hawthorne Hills Com-

munity Council?  This is an opportunity to contribute to the health 

and wholeness of your neighborhood, and to get to know many of 

the activists and community leaders in northeast Seattle. 

     The Trustees meet three times per yearðJanuary, June and 

Septemberðat Building 30 (the Administration Building) in 

Magnuson Park from 7:30-9PM.   And of course they attend the 

March General Meeting held at Sand Point Community Church the 

third Wednesday in March.  Being a Trustee need not be an over-

whelming obligation and can provide an opportunity to deepen 

your involvement in your neighborhood as you learn about public 

policy issues confronting our little piece of earth and bring your 

own skills, knowledge and resources to bear on these issues. 

     If you think you might like to serve in 2008, plan to attend the 

January 2008 meeting, where the Nominating Committee will be 

appointed.  Ask to serve on this Committee or express your inter-

est in being nominated for a position as Trustee. 

     Then attend the March 2008 General Membership meetingð

with your friends and supportersðand run for a Trustee position.  

Only paid members of Hawthorne Hills Community Council can 

voteðso be sure you and your friends have paid your 2008 dues 

($15 senior or low-income; $25 family).      ðGail Chiarello 

     [Do you want to Speak Out?  Send your piece to the editor for 

possible inclusion in the Spring 2008 Hawthorne Holler] 

 

     As I write, fall is definitely in the air.  I look out my window and 

see leaves starting to fall. Soon kids will be knocking on our doors 

saying ñtrick-or-treat,ò and family and friends will be gathering to 

carve a turkey.  As President, I am trying to think of different ways 

to have more community involvement, like our block parties.  Did 

you know we had our first annual 4th of July celebration this past 

summer?  It turned out better than anyone expected.  Over 250 

people participated, and it will be bigger and better next year with 

support from the neighbors of Hawthorne Hills.   E-mail me if you 

would like to help out for next yearôs event.    Thanks again to 

everyone who participated in the 4th of July Celebration.  

Hawthorne Hills also has its own Web Page (see URL on front 

cover).  You are just a click away from information about our 

neighbor-hood, news and events.  You can now pay dues online.  

Dues pay for things like this newsletter you are reading and 

building community awareness.   Enjoy the approaching fall 

months, and remember to join your Hawthorne Hills Community 

Council.  Your support makes it possible to get news and events 

of our neighborhood out to you.   

(Ryan can be reached at ryanrockwell@cbbain.com) 

 

From the Presidentôs 

Desk of Ryan Rockwell   

 

    

       

What You Need To Know About Residential Sellers  
 

     Weôre all familiar with residential sellers--solicitors, traveling 

salespersons, door-to-door salespersons.   Many of us feel un-

comfortable opening our door to perfect strangers, whether sell-

ing scout cookies, magazines, newspapers, frozen steaks, 

brushes, or alarm systems.  Many are legitimate.  Most are not.        

     Some are dangerous.  Seattle has its share of crime attribut-

able to residential sellers.  Recently an elderly Wedgwood resi-

dent was assaulted and home burglarized by two persons  

claiming to be residential sellers.    Vanloads of salespersons 

travel the US circuit each year and I hear stories of crime attrib-

utable to these persons.  When arrested, they bail out and skip 

town.   How do you know if the solicitor at your door has a crimi-

nal history?  Donôt open your door to strangers.  Install a 

ñpeepholeò to see who is at the door.  If you donôt recognize the 

person, ask their business through the door or just donôt re-

spond.  Seattle Municipal Code 6.260.050 provides that it is ille-

gal to gain admittance to property for the purpose of selling at 

any residence with a sign stating ñNo Solicitors,ò ñNo Peddlers,ò 

etc.   If you tell a solicitor to leave, and they continue trying to 

sell, it could constitute criminal trespass.  Call 911 to report the 

incident.  Sellers cannot sell after 9PM, may not make deceptive 

or untrue statements, and must possess a City-issued residen-

tial sellers license.  Exceptions are newspaper (not magazine) 

sellers, perishable food sellers (candy), utility agents, and home 

sales parties.  Many solicitors carry flashy cards around their 

necks to look official, but few are legitimate.  If you make a pur-

chaseðwhat can you do?  The law provides a 3-day cancella-

tion period.  You must cancel in writing no later than midnight of 

the third day after the sale.  For more information, contact Reve-

nue and Consumer Affairs department at 684-8484.   (Article by 

Ed McKenna, Assistant Seattle City Attorney, forwarded to The 

Holler by HHCCôs NE Precinct Liaison George Holzapfel.) 
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Wildly Successful  

4th of July Parade  

Hawthorne Hills Kids Turn Out by the Hundreds  

Clockwise top left:  Ryan 

Rockwell hands out ice 

cream bars; kids stream 

to University Circle; a 

toddler climbs a rock do-

nated by Pat Hester; Sta-

tion 38 red fire truck is a 

huge draw; Anika & An-

jali Karp, Tallie Voss, 

Josef and Tony Stöger 

show off their painted 

faces; Naomi & Avery 

Cole ride a festive wagon. 

Parade photo-

graphs taken 

by Kim Wells.  

Thank you, 

Kim!  Many 

more photos 

of this fabu-

lous event are 

available on 

the HHCC 

website�³ see 

front page for 

URL 


