“At the point where the concourse crosses the long axis of the
reservoir, we have suggested a formal treatment overlooking the
- Olmsted Brothers, 1904

FRIENDS OF SEATTLE’S OLMSTED PARKS

reservoir and the views beyond it.”

Volunteer Park Landmark Designation

We are thrilled to announce the designation of Volunteer
Park as a city landmark. Seattle’s Landmarks Preservation
Board voted unanimously on November 2, 2011 to des-
ignate the park, based on five of the six designation stan-
dards. The Landmarks Preservation Board is now working
with Seattle Parks and Recreation to develop the Controls
and Incentives agreement that will govern future decisions
about changes to the park.

In May, we were honored to receive Historic Seattle’s
Community Advocacy award for our work on the landmark
nomination. In the award ceremony program, Historic Se-
attle noted that FSOP’s “documentation of this complicated
and highly significant cultural landscape serves to insure
the preservation of Volunteer Park and fosters the on-going
recognition of our unique citywide Olmsted legacy.”
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Olmsted Trust
]

Concerned about challenges faced by Seattle’s parks during
this era of tight budgets, a committee of the FSOP board
has been looking into the possibility of developing a trust to
support maintenance, restoration, and activation of Olmsted
parks within the Seattle park system. The committee has
decided to pursue two projects. First, volunteers who have
been working to renovate Magnolia Boulevard Park need
funding and assistance with developing a self-sustaining
infrastructure to carry their work forward. The trust will
help them raise money and facilitate working relationships
between volunteers and Seattle Parks staff. Second, the
committee is looking at developing a Trust for Volunteer
Park to fund planting renovation projects, develop a corps
of volunteers who will support the park, and hold events
that will increase the number of visitors to the park and
their appreciation of the Olmsted legacy.



Letter from the President
]

This has been a busy fall and winter at FSOP. We have
pursued a number of projects to increase the visibility of
Seattle’s Olmsted legacy and ensure that it remains vital as
the city grows and pressures on the parks increase.

As mentioned on page 1, in November, Seattle’s Land-
mark Preservation Board voted unanimously to designate
Volunteer Park a city landmark. Preparing the landmark
nomination, a remarkable 110-page document, took several
years and a number of FSOP board members and advisors
were involved. We were thrilled in May when Historic
Seattle presented FSOP with its Community Advocacy
Award in recognition of our work on the nomination.

Last fall we began work on the National Association for
Olmsted Parks project, Olmsted Online. FSOP volunteers
initiated the project and have participated in the selection
committee for the website development and design firm,
helped to develop the site’s structure, begun to identify
documents to scan for the site, and started to write short
histories of each of the Olmsted-designed properties fea-
tured on the site. FSOP is also supporting the project by
funding an editor to ensure consistency among the histories.

This spring, a board subcommittee began developing the
idea of a trust for Seattle’s Olmsted parks and boulevards.
Conceived in response to the ongoing maintenace funding
shortfall faced by the Seattle Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, a trust would provide a means to raise funds for Olm-
sted parks and collaborate with neighborhood volunteers to
restore and protect historic landscapes.

The subcommittee has taken on two projects. First, they
will be helping raise money and move plans forward that
are already in place for Magnolia Boulevard Park to con-
tinue removing invasive species and replanting the hillside
along the boulevard to open up the amazing views Olmsted
intended for drivers, bikers, and pedestrians to enjoy.

The second project involves Volunteer Park, which faces
several challenges in the near future: the Friends of the
Conservatory is working to fund the building’s restoration
and to develop a plan with the city to take over all or part
of the Conservatory’s operation expenses, the Seattle Asian
Art Museum plans to close for 15 to 18 months for renova-
tions, and Seattle Public Utilities will be taking the reser-
voir off-line for two years as they evaluate whether it can
be decommissioned.

The board committee is leading an effort to determine if
a trust for Volunteer Park could serve to rehabilitate parts
of the park that are suffering from maintenance backlogs

City Council Inspection Tour, Volunteer Park, 1900,
Courtesy Seattle Municipal Archives, Item No. 7337

and increase public awareness of the park and its Olmsted
legacy.

There are few things as beautiful as an Olmsted park on

a summer day, filled with people enjoying the beautiful
vistas, the pathways through forests and along lake shores,
the expanses of lawn and groves of trees, and the distinct
architecture. We hope you will have many opportunities to
enjoy these parks throughout the city this summer.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Ott, FSOP President

P.S. Be sure to check out the walking tour schedule on the
last page of this newsletter!

In Memoriam
]

We were deeply saddened to hear of the passing of Beth
Chave on May 15th. Beth was the Landmarks Coordinator
for the City of Seattle for 25 years. During that time she
helped preserve innumerable treasures of Seattle history.
She was invaluable to our efforts to landmark Volunteer
Park, guiding us through the process with patience and
enthusiasm. Our thoughts are with Beth’s family and her
colleagues in the Department of Neighborhoods.



Seattle Parks Update
L |

Volunteer Park Conservatory. After a public meeting on
March 7, Parks worked with EMD Consulting Group, LLC
to analyze the possible options to increase both earned and
contributed income for the Conservatory. The Conservatory,
which now has an annual budget of about $420,000, needs
to become more financially sustainable within the Parks
system. Parks and EMD recently completed a Conserva-
tory Business Strategy, analyzing two options to increase
income: first, adding only a $3 entrance fee, and second,
adding a $4 entrance fee and a new tent structure for the
public to rent for events. The new report is being used dur-
ing development of the Parks Department 2013-14 budget.

Volunteer Park Play Area Renovation. Completed plans
to install new play equipment and resolve Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance issues have been submit-
ted to the Parks Engineers for review. This project is funded
by the Parks and Green Spaces Levy and will be constructed
later this year.

Washington Park Playfield Renovation. Construction will
begin later this summer on this renovation project funded

by the Parks and Green Spaces Levy. The old sand and silt
field will be replaced with a synthetic turf field that will be
large enough to contain markings for two pony baseball/soft-
ball fields, a soccer pitch, a lacrosse field in both men and
women’s sizes, two ultimate Frisbee fields, and a football
field with ten-yard lines. New lights will also be installed to
decrease glare and increase usability.

Washington Park Arboretum. Parks has finished design-
ing the New Zealand Focal Forest. Tree removals were
completed in 2011, new grading and infrastructure will be
installed this year, and planting is scheduled for 2013. Also,
the final conceptual design for a redeveloped North Entry to
the arboretum and a new multi-use trail from East Madison
to the North Entry has been completed and submitted to
WSDOT.

Green Lake Bathhouse Roof and HVAC Replacement.
On June 11, work to replace the Bathhouse roof will begin.
The theater will be closed for about three weeks, but the
contractor is working with the theater and with Parks to
maximize the site’s use during construction. This project is
funded by the Parks and Green Spaces Levy.

Jefferson Park. The new skatepark, funded by the Parks
and Green Spaces Levy, has gotten good reviews. The golf
course will get an all new clubhouse and banquet room, driv-
ing range expansion to add a second deck, a new electric cart
barn, cart path improvements, a possible parking expansion
and landscaping renovations. Parks is also installing a spray-
park and an ecologically oriented playscape in the park. This
project uses funds from the Parks and Green Spaces Levy

to further implement the Jefferson Park Master Plan. Parks
partnered with Seattle City Light to construct picnic shelters
with solar-paneled rooftops, which will send electricity to
Seattle City Light’s grid. The park is scheduled for dedica-
tion on July 14.

Jefferson Park Playfield. The Jefferson Park Playfield
renovation project was completed earlier this year with fund-
ing from the Parks and Green Spaces Levy. A turf field and
lights were installed.

Rainier Playfield. Construction of the play area is pro-
ceeding ahead of schedule. Much to the delight of some
neighborhood daycare groups, the construction crew is now
installing new play equipment. The project should be com-
pleted by the end of July.

Discovery Park Capehart Restoration. Twenty-seven
acres of military housing has been successfully converted to
mixed forest and meadowland, using funds from the Parks
and Green Spaces Levy.

Lower Kinnear Park. This project aims to increase usage
of the park by better connecting areas of the park with trails,
and by sustaining the beautiful natural setting. Parks has
coordinated with Friends of Lower Kinnear Park (FOLK-
Park) and HBB Landscape Architects to develop a design
plan to increase ADA access, stabilize paths, preserve trees,
and address other maintenance concerns. Originally a com-
munity-initiated Neighborhood Matching Fund project, it is
also supported by the Opportunity Fund and FOLKPark’s
fundraising.

Andrews Bay Shoreline Restoration in Seward Park. The
Conservation Corps finished up planting work on the east
side of Andrews Bay in March, funded by a grant from King
Conservation District. The Corps removed 16 Lombardy
poplars and invasive plants, and planted 16 new trees, 180
riparian shrubs and 30 ferns. Two of the removed poplars
were placed in the water to provide aquatic habitat, while
one was placed upland to provide habitat.

Woodland Park. Parks is in the planning phase of a project
to replace play equipment and increase access in order to
bring Woodland Park Play Area into compliance with cur-
rent play area safety standards.

Golden Gardens and Lake Washington Boulevard Land-
slide Repair. The Federal Highway Administration ap-
proved funding for these two landslide prevention projects,
and Parks is now hiring a design team.

If you have any questions about these projects or plans,
please contact Kathleen Conner at Seattle Parks:
Kathleen.Conner@seattle.gov or 206-615-1299.



FRIENDS OF SEATTLE’'S OLMSTED PARKS

P.O. Box 9884, Seattle, Washington 98109

www.seattleolmsted.org, friends@seattleolmsted.org
Jennifer Ott, Newsletter Editor

Board of Directors
Jennifer Ott, President

Susan Olmsted, Secretary

Jim Gale, Treasurer

Eliza Davidson Eliot Mueting

David Dougherty Theresa Neylon
Ray Larson Richard Piacentini

Bob Baines, Ex Officio Seattle Parks and Recreation
Kathleen Conner, Ex Officio Seattle Parks and Recreation

Board of Advisors

Jerry Arbes Gretchen Hull Kate Krafft
John Barber Douglas Jackson Duse McLean
Susan Black Nancy Keith Sue Nicol
Donald Harris Anne Knight Carla Rickerson
Joan Hockaday Brooks Kolb Virginia Wilcox
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The Friends of Seattle’s Olmsted Parks is a 501(c)3 organization
dedicated to raising the awareness and protection of Seattle’s
Olmsted park and boulevard system. We depend on members’
dues and donations to support our efforts. Dues for individuals

are $25/year and households $50/year, which helps defray pro-

gram, newsletter, and mailing expenses.

2012 Walking Tour Schedule

Address Correction Requested

Please join us for a series of walking tours of Olmsted-designed parks and boulevards
this year. All tours (except those at Jefferson Park in July) begin at 10:00 a.m.
and last approximately two hours.

Date

June 16

July 14

August 12

September 15

Location

Volunteer Par

Jefferson Park

Lake Washington Blvd.

(Bicycle Tour)

Green Lake Park

Meet at:

Black Sun sculpture across from the Seattle Asian Art
Museum

Gate house in the center of the park. Tours will start at
1:00 pm. and 3:00 p.m. and are part of the Jefferson Park
dedication program. Visit www.jeffersonparkjubilee.com/
index.html

Colman Park parking lot at Lake Washington Boulevard.
This tour takes place on a Sunday to take advantage of the
road closure for Bicycle Sunday.

North entrance of the Green Lake Community Center
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