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Annual Meeting on September 26th

Bicycle Tour Before Annual Meeting

Please join us for a bike tour of Lake Washington
Boulevard on Sunday, September 26th. We will meet at
the Colman Park parking lot, at 10:00 a.m. The tour will
last approximately two hours and will be followed by the
FSOP annual meeting and potluck at Seward Park.

Other Bicycle Sundays on Lake Washington Boule-
vard this summer are scheduled for August 29 and Septem-
ber 5, 12, 19, 26.

Bicycle Path to Lake Washington, 1900, Courtesy Seattle
Municipal Archives, Item No. 29568

Traffic turnaround at Seward Park entrance, 1935, Courtesy
Seattle Municipal Archives, Item No. 9863

Join us on September 26th at noon for the FSOP
Potluck and Annual Meeting at Seward Park. We will meet
at the lawn area just south of the Seward Park Art Studio
(to the north of the park entrance). Bring a picnic blanket
and a dish to share. It’s a great opportunity to meet fellow
Olmsted parks supporters while enjoying a beautiful park.

We are pleased to have an excellent slate of officers
and directors to propose. We are welcoming Theresa
Neylon, Bob Baines, and David Dougherty to the board
this year. Theresa is the University Landscape Architect
(interim) at the University of Washington with a certificate
in historic preservation. Bob Baines, who will join us as an
ex officio member, is a Seattle Parks crew chief who is
interested in developing connections between FSOP and
Parks maintenance staff to increase awareness of the
parks’ Olmsted design elements. David Dougherty is a
former chair of the Pioneer Square Historic Preservation
Board and a former member of the Magnolia Community
Club.

The director candidates in this election are Bob Baines
(ex officio), Eliza Davidson, David Dougherty, Karen

Janosky, Ray Larson, Theresa Neylon, Jennifer Ott, and
Larry Sinnott.

We are also beginning our annual membership drive in
September. Your dues support a variety of programs that
raise awareness of the Olmsted landscape heritage in
Seattle and the Northwest. This past year we developed a
brochure about the Olmsted-designed state capitol
campus in Olympia, wrote an article that appeared in
Landscape Architecture’s centennial issue, and led
walking tours of the capitol campus and several Seattle
parks and parkways.

Please use the enclosed envelope to renew your
membership today! Thank you for your continued support.

FSOP President
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by Kathleen Conner, Parks Liaison to the FSOP Board
A number of significant capital projects are underway

in Seattle Parks.
A beehive of construction activity is ongoing at

Jefferson Park. When the park renovation is completed in
the next year or so, improvements such as a new playfield,
a skate park, new tennis courts, a play “mountain,” and
walking paths will be ready for the public. These features
and others will offer a wide variety of activities for all ages.

Construction is continuing near the main entrance to
Seward Park. New pathways and a natural play area are
being constructed. While this park has always been a
popular destination, it is anticipated that even more users
will want to enjoy the new amenities.

In Belltown, north of downtown, a new type of park
is being planned in conjunction with Seattle Department of
Transportation (SDOT). While not part of the original
Olmsted park and boulvard system, this four-block
boulevard park on Bell Street, between 1st and 5th
avenues, wil provide a boulevard linkage in the Olmsted
tradition. Cars will still be allowed on Bell Street, but the
travel lane will be narrower and there will be landscaping,
natural drainage, and other amenities. It promises to
provide a pleasant green respite in the middle of an urban
neighborhood.

Along Lake Washington Boulevard in the Arboretum,
SDOT and City Light are working with Seattle Parks and
FSOP on new lighting for the roadway. The new, bell-
shaped fixtures, to be installed in the coming year, have
historical character and they are energy efficient and will
provide better lighting for both pedestrians and drivers
than existing fixtures. Also at the Arboretum, the
groundbreaking for the “Gateway to Chile” focal forest
occured in July. This phase of the Arboretum master plan
implementation involves restoration of the Holmdahl
Rockery with new plantings of Chilean plant species.

Forest restoration is an important part of Seattle
Parks’ goal to protect and preserve the city’s tree canopy.
Major efforts are underway in some Olmsted parks,
including Colman, Frink, Green Lake, and Interlaken.
Forest restoration involves the removal of invasive plants
that can kill trees, hazard tree removal, tree and understory
planting, tree maintanence, and education. Parks has many
citizen volunteers who help us implement this work as part
of the Green Seattle Parnership program. Potential volun-
teers can contact info@greenseattle.org for more informa-
tion.

Every Sunday until September 26th, Parks is hosting

Seattle Parks Projects

Olympia Isthmus Park

Bicycle Sundays on Lake Washington Boulevard. From
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Lake Washington Boulevard between
Mt. Baker Beach and S. Orcas Street is closed to motor-
ized traffic. Everyone is invited to enjoy the beautiful
scenery on the shores of Lake Washington on their feet,
bikes, skateboards, or other non-motorized transportation
mode.

A key design element of the Olmsted design for the
Olympia capitol campus is the view from the terrace
viewpoint on the north side of the campus. The view
encompasses Capitol Lake, an isthmus of land, Budd Inlet
of Puget Sound, and and the forest and mountains beyond.

In the past year this view corridor has been threatened
by a proposed high-rise condominium development on the
isthmus. A group of Olympia residents formed the Olympia
Capitol Park Foundation to protect and enhance views
from and to the state capitol campus through the develop-
ment of public park on the isthmus.

In January the Olympia City Council reduced the
height limit on the isthmus to 35 feet, making it more
difficult for the proposed development to proceed.

This month the council took another step toward
preserving the view by voting to include development of a
city park on the isthmus in its ten-year park plan.

Funding for the park will be a cooperative effort
between the city and private organizations. The Olympia
Capitol Park Foundation has raised $70,000 towards
planned $100,000 contribution toward the park’s devel-
opment. They hope to raise the remainder by end of
August.

For more information about the park plan passed by
the council, visit the City of Olympia’s website
(www.ci.olympia.wa.us/en/city-services/parks/parks-arts-
and-recreation-plan.aspx) to view the document. To learn
more about the Olympia Capital Park Foundation, visit
their website at www.oly-wa.us/ocpf/index.php.
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Volunteer Park Conservatory
On July 12th, the Seattle City Council passed an

ordinance designating the Volunteer Park Conservatory a
historic landmark. In addition to the main building, the
ordinance also includes the Potting Shed/Upper Green-
house structure. While this will not necessarily prevent
future budget cuts, it will protect the structure from sub-
stantive modifications or demolition.

Jefferson Park 2009  Phase 1 Development plan, the golf
course is to the east (right side) of this plan, Courtesy
Seattle Parks and Recreation.

Jefferson Park Walking Tour - Aug. 28th

FSOP will be leading a walking tour of Jefferson Park
on Saturday, August 28th. We will meet at 10:00 a.m.
at the Jefferson Park Community Center at 3801 Beacon
Avenue South.

Jefferson Park on Beacon Hill has been part of
Seattle’s park system since 1909. John Charles Olmsted
included it as one of the proposed parks in his 1903 parks
and parkways plan, linking it to other parks with a park-
way now known as Cheasty Boulevard. The Olmsted
Brothers created a plan for the park in 1912.

Olmsted wrote about the park in his 1903 report to
the city’s Board of Park Commissioners. He recom-
mended that a ball field be developed in the northern part
of the park. He also suggested, “there should be a main
circuit-walk skirting the borders of the playfield and in the
southern part of the park, having several loops and
branches wandering amond groves of trees.”

The park has been significantly modified by the
development of a golf course on its eastern half, the
transfer of the northwest quarter to the city water depart-
ment for a reservoir in 1935, and the construction of the
Veteran’s Administration Hospital and Asa Mercer Middle
School on the southern portion of the park.

Development encroached on the recreational areas of
the park to the extent that it was seriously degraded by the
1990s. A neighborhood group, the Jefferson Park Alliance,
was formed by area residents to advocate for the park
and to find funding for improvements. They succeeded in
their efforts when the ProParks Levy in 2000 included
funding for the park’s redevelopment.

The Berger Partnership designed a plan for the park
that is in keeping with its Olmsted legacy. In addition to the
ball fields, the plan features meandering paths and a vista

Jefferson Park and Golf Course looking south, 1966, Cour-
tesy Seattle Municipal Archives, Item No, 29446

overlooking Puget Sound at the northwest corner.
The Seattle Parks and Recreation website page for the

Jefferson Park project (www.seattle.gov/parks/ProParks/
projects/JeffersonPark.htm) indicates an opening celebra-
tion will be held in October.

The Jefferson Park Alliance continues its work on
behalf of the park and maintains flower beds on the
grounds. They welcome new members.  For more infor-
mation, visit their web page at www.cityofseattle.net/
commnty/Beacon/groups/jpa/.
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Board of Directors
Brooks Kolb, President Eliza Davidson Joan Hockaday
Sue Nicol, Vice President Dottie Faris Ray Larson
Susan Olmsted, Secretary Dodi Fredericks Kathy Mendelson
Charlie Sundberg, Treasurer Jim Gale Jennifer Ott

Karen Janosky Larry Sinnott
Kathleen Conner, Ex Officio Seattle Parks and Recreation

Board of Advisors
Jerry Arbes Gretchen Hull Kate Krafft
John Barber Douglas Jackson Duse McLean
Susan Black Nancy Keith Carla Rickerson
Donald Harris Anne Knight Virginia Wilcox

P.O. Box 9884, Seattle, Washington 98109
www.seattleolmsted.org, friends@seattleolmsted.org

Jennifer Ott, Newsletter Editor

Membership Information

Address Correction Requested

FRIENDS OF SEATTLE’S OLMSTED PARKS

 The Friends of Seattle’s Olmsted Parks is a 501(c)3 organiza-
tion dedicated to raising the awareness and protection of Seattle’s
Olmsted park and boulevard system. We depend on members’
dues and donations to support our efforts. Dues for individuals
are $25/year and households $50/year, which helps defray
program, newsletter, and mailing expenses.

Arboretum Walking Tour - Oct. 16th

Volunteer at Green Seattle Day - Nov. 6th

Join us on Saturday, October 16th at 10:00
a.m. at the Washington Park Arboretum for the
final walking tour of the year. We’ll be touring the
Pacific Connections Garden, which features five
focal forests, one each from Chile, China, New
Zealand, Australia, and Cascadia. We will meet at
the Japanese Garden Parking lot. The walking tour
will last approximately 2 hours.

The Green Seattle Partnership is planning to
hold its annual kickoff to planting season in Seattle
Parks on Saturday, November 6th. Volunteers will
help plant native species in areas where earlier
work parties have removed invasives. Several
Olmsted parks will be part of this year’s Green
Seattle Day, including Interlaken, Lincoln, Lower
Woodland, and  Seward parks. For more informa-
tion, visit the Green Seatle Partnership website at
www.greenseattle.org or contact them at
info@greenseattle.org.

Frink Park Forest Stewards removing invasive plants, Courtesy
Green Seattle Partnership
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